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Turn on the waterworks
Chrisman wastewater plant reaches substantial completion, minor repairs remain

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The years 
and years long project to bring 
the Chrisman wastewater 
treatment plant into compli-
ance with environmental reg-
ulations is coming to an end.

Matt Johnson with Fehr 
Graham Engineering & En-
vironmental discussed the 
construction work at the plant 
during the Tuesday, Jan. 21, 
city council meeting.

“The flow meter in the clari-
fier is working now,” said John-
son. “That was something that 
was keeping us from reaching 
substantial completion.”

Johnson explained attain-
ing substantial completion is 
a significant point because it 
means the plant can now op-
erate under the new design 
protocols, but some work re-
mains yet.

He said a sludge line is not 

operating properly and the 
main contractor has the re-
sponsibility to get that cleaned 
out and working. Fehr Grahm 
wants to add a manually op-
erated pinch valve to slow the 
flow of water into the treat-
ment plant during a period of 
heavy rain.

“It does require attention. 
It’s a manual system,” Johnson 
said of the pinch valve. “If it 
is not operated properly the 
excess flow will wash out the 
treatment plant as it did in the 
past.”

The council approved 
Johnson’s request for a no-
cost change order extending 
the substantial completion 
date to Feb. 29 and the final 
completion date to June 1 as 
a benefit to the contractor and 
the engineering firm.

“The dirt work has to be 
done and the grass getting 
green to have final comple-

tion,” said Johnson. “The con-
tractor has to show it works 
for a year without a problem 
before they are off the hook.”

Fehr Graham modified 
Chrisman’s wastewater treat-
ment plant to use a combi-
nation of gravity settlement 
and chemical injection to 
treat wastewater before it is 
discharged into Brouilletts 
Creek. The chemical being 
used is a dry chlorine, which 
Johnson said is no different 
than material used in home 
swimming pools. 

Once the new plant is in 
a balanced operation mode 
the city will no longer need 
the expensive sand filters for 
cleaning the discharge water. 
Johnson said the media cur-
rently in the sand filters has 
been there approximately 
three times longer than rec-
ommended. The media has 
a useful life of 10 years and 

costs more than $100,000 to 
replace every decade. 

Johnson is confident the 
changes made to the treat-
ment plant will eliminate that 
major expense every 10 years.

“Now that Phase 1 is com-
pleted at the treatment plant 
we need to look at Phase 2 at 
the lift station,” said Johnson. 
“It takes time to get these 
things done.”

The lift station was built 
sometime in the 1970s to help 
move liquid through the sys-
tem. All of the equipment is 
original and starting to show 
its age.

Commissioner Brian Had-
dix said a motor operating one 
of the two lift station pumps 
was just rebuilt for $3,000 and 
he questioned the wisdom 
of continuing to repair old 
equipment.

Johnson echoed that con-
cern.

“You are currently running 
two pumps that can’t keep 
up with heavy rain, and those 
situations are becoming more 
common,” said Johnson, add-
ing it is better to be proactive 
on making changes than it is 
to wait for something to fail 
and then make decisions on 
an emergency basis.

The council authorized 
Johnson to prepare a propos-
al outlining the scope of work 
needed to modernize the lift 
station. Such a proposal will 
include an estimated cost and 
the likely impact on water 
rates in the city.

Haddix returned to a theme 
of old equipment costing 
the city money. He said a re-
pair service recently charged 
$2,675 to fix a pump on the 
city’s 20-year-old jetter — a 
machine used to clear block-
ages in the sanitary and storm 

HORIZON HEALTH COLLABORATING WITH SCHOOLS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Fourth graders kick up their heels with Ali Antkiewicz during the Healthy Bodies session at Crestwood Elementary. 
Students measured their mood before and after exercising, and many found they felt happier after their musical 
workout.

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is partnering with 
Paris schools to teach kids how to stay 
Safe and Sound, and part of that is 
showing them fitness is good for the 
body and mind.

Project Safe and Sound is aimed at 
teaching students important life skills 
such as how to respond to emergen-
cies, gain social skills and keep their 
bodies fit. EMT Bobby Sinclair, who 
teaches the monthly classes from 
school to school, says this is an im-
portant supplement for normal aca-
demics. 

“Just so kids can learn something 
that’s not necessarily school related, 
but life related,” Sinclair said.

So far the program has reached 
more than 1,000 students in Paris. 
This month’s presentation is Healthy 
Bodies, led by Sinclair and Hori-
zon Health athletic trainer Ali Ant-
kiewicz. Their most recent stop was 
Crestwood Elementary. Kids in kin-
dergarten through fifth grade came 
to the gym between classes and got 
their hearts pumping with rhythmic 
stretches and dancercise, set to ener-
getic songs like “Firework” by Katy 
Perry.

Sinclair and Antkiewicz want stu-

dents to understand the mental as 
well as physical benefits of exercise. 
To do this, they held mood checks 
before and after the class to help 
students gage their emotional status 
coming in and discover whether they 
felt better or worse afterwards. Most 
kids said they were in a better mood 
after their 20-minute dance session. 
As they left, Sinclair encouraged stu-

dents to continue monitoring them-
selves throughout the day to judge 
whether they were happier or had 
more energy. 

“The best part is, the kids are realiz-
ing they feel better,” said Sinclair. 

Sure enough, most of them seemed 
upbeat and energized when they left 
the gym. He hopes they internalize 

Safe and Sound at Crestwood

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Bobby Sinclair, a Horizon Health EMT and an organizer for Project Safe and 
Sound, addresses kids before they begin exercising. Sinclair gives monthly 
presentations at Paris elementary schools for Project Safe and Sound in 
partnership with Horizon Health, on topics from emergency response to 
personal care. Sinclair says he believes programs like this are a valuable 
supplement to children’s schooling.
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Cox is new 
Paris High 
School 
principal

See COX, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A Paris native and Paris High 
School graduate has been hired 
as the new principal of his alma 
mater.

Mark Cox, who has served as 
PHS assistant principal for 10 
years, will begin his duties July 1, 
2020, following action by the Par-
is Cooperative High School board 
at a special meeting Monday, Jan. 
20.

“I’m a Paris native and I chose 
to return to this community, work 
at a great school and raise our 
family here,” Cox said Friday. “I 
wanted to come back here. Once 
a Tiger….”

Cox succeeds interim co-prin-
cipals Carol Jones and Lorraine 
Bailey, who will conclude their 
employment June 30, 2020.

“I’ve been lucky to be able to 
work with and observe three ex-
perienced principals to prepare 
for this — Lorraine, Carol and 
David Meister,” Cox observed. 
“Those years working with them 
has been important in my growth 
as an administrator.”

A graduate of Crestwood 
School and a 1989 graduate of 
PHS, Cox left Paris to attend Lake 
Land College to prepare for a ca-
reer as a dentist. While at Lake 
Land, he was required to enroll 
in a humanities elective, assigning 
him to help Charleston students. 
“I liked it and that class changed 
my life,” he said. 

Instead of entering a four-year 
college to prepare for dentistry 
school, Cox enrolled at Eastern 
Illinois University where he grad-
uated with an education degree in 
zoology.

Following graduation, Cox ac-
cepted a biology position and as-
sistant coach of everything at De-
catur St. Teresa where he taught 
for two years. Cox then moved on 
to Shiloh School for eight years 



TODAY

NAL JOB INTERVIEWS
North American Lighting is 
having open interviews for 
entry-level operator positions 
8 a.m.-noon today at the Paris 
facility, 2277 South Main. A valid 
drivers license or ID card is 
required to participate in the 
onsite interviews. Applications 
may also be made online at jobs.
nal.com.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

FOOD HACK CHALLENGE
Edgar County 4-H is sponsoring a 
food challenge open to all Edgar 
County youths between the 
third and 12th grades. The event 
is 6 p.m. Jan. 28 but all teams 
are required to attend the Food 
Challenge Hacks meeting 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 27. More information 
about the event and registering is 
available by calling the extension 
office 465-8585.

QUILTERS MEET
The Paris Bee Quilters meeting is 
6:30 p.m. Jan. 27 at the Otterbein 
United Methodist Church, 406 
W. Washington St., Paris. New 
members are always welcome, 
and there is no age or experience 
limit. For more information, call 
217-822-3563.
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FREE CPR/AED CLASS FEB. 3  
Horizon Health is offering a free Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED 
course 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, in Conference Room A at 
Paris Community Hospital. This non-healthcare provider course 
is for the community and teaches basic CPR and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator (AED), which is used in cases 
of life threatening cardiac events. Participants will receive a 
certificate of completion following the class. An official CPR/
AED certification card from the American Heart Association is 
optional for $25. To register for the class, email Whitney Sprinkle 
at WSprinkle@myhorizonhealth.org or call 217-466-4045. When 
calling, leave a name and phone number to be automatically 
registered.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

36   28
Prec: 60%

35   29
Prec: 0%

38   30
Prec: 0%

42   31
Prec: 0%

43   30
Prec: 10%

41   29
Prec: 30%

38   27
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Rain and snow likely in the 
morning. Otherwise, cloudy and breezy with 
seasonal highs in the mid 30s.

SUNDAY — Seasonal highs in the mid 30s 
under partly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Mostly cloudy with highs climb-
ing into the upper 30s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:05 a.m. 5:02 p.m. 7:48 a.m. 5:52 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:04 a.m. 5:03 p.m. 8:23 a.m. 6:52 p.m.

MONDAY 7:03 a.m. 5:04 p.m. 8:54 a.m. 7:51 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:02 a.m. 5:06 p.m. 9:21 a.m. 8:49 p.m.

WENDESDAY 7:01 a.m. 5:07 p.m. 9:46 a.m. 9:47 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:01 a.m. 5:08 p.m. 10:11 a.m. 10:44 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:00 a.m. 5:09 p.m. 10:36 a.m. 11:41 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35°/18°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71° in 1950
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -11° in 1894

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.82”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.z82”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95”

NORMAL:    High: 35   Low: 18     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
WeatherWizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
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incorrectly priced. 
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YOGA FOR STRESS 
A seven-week series of Stress 
Management Yoga classes are 
6-7:30 p.m. Mondays starting 
Jan. 27 in the Larry P. Fleschner 
Memorial Classroom, The Maple 
Center, 1801 N. Sixth Street, Terre 
Haute. The class uses different 
yoga postures, breathing and 
relaxation techniques to cope 
with life’s stresses. The cost of 
this 7-week series is $70, or $10 
per class. Register online at www.
themaplecenter.org or call (812) 
234-8733.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-in is 

5-5:45 p.m. and the meeting is 6 
p.m. Contact Verna Smith at 217-
822-0953 for more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

STARTING SEEDS IN WINTER
It is possible to get a jump 
on spring garden planting by 
starting seeds early, even without 
a greenhouse. The Edgar County 
Extension office is hosting a free 

webinar 1:30 p.m. Jan. 28 about 
starting some seeds outside 
during the winter. Horticulture 
educator Nicole Flowers-Kim-
merle says this is a cost-effective 
way of growing seedlings for the 
garden. More information is avail-
able by calling 217-465-8585

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary dinner is 5-7 p.m. 
Jan. 30 at the post home. The $5 
meal is spaghetti, tossed salad, 
garlic bread and a beverage. Des-
sert is available for an extra $1.

UPCOMING

CHINESE NEW YEAR AT CUMC
The Chrisman United Method-
ist Church is celebrating the 
Chinese New Year Feb. 1 with a 5 
p.m. free will donation, a meal of 
Chinese inspired dishes and a 6 
p.m. performance by the Chinese 
Dancing Group from Champaign. 
Proceeds from the event benefit 
the church’s bell tower project.

BLOOD DRAW
The Chrisman FFA is sponsoring 
a blood draw 1-6 p.m. Feb. 5 at 
the school. Appointments may be 
made in the school office or by 
visiting www.bloodcenterimpact.
org. Appointments are not re-
quired and walk-ins are welcome.

BUSINESS DISASTER PLAN
According to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 
many small businesses never 
reopen after a disaster. Steve 
Groner offers a free workshop 
8 a.m.-noon Feb. 12 at the 
Clark County Extension Office 
regarding how to create a busi-
ness disaster plan. Registration 
closes Feb. 5. More information 
is available by calling 618-943-
5018.

FREE 3-D PRINTER CLASS
The Marshall Public Library is 
offering free classes teaching 
operation of 3-D printers. Classes 
in February are 4 p.m. Feb. 6 
and Feb. 20. More information is 
available by calling the library at 
217-826-2535.

4-H MCNIGHT EVENT
The Ft. Sumpter 4-H Club is 
having a McNight event 5-7 p.m. 
Feb. 10 at the Paris McDonald’s. 
4-H member will clean tables and 
assist customer in return for a 
percentage of sales during the 
event.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381
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&  
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Scott Williamson 
CRNA, APRN 

Lee Webber 
CRNA, APRN 

Adam Schneider 
CRNA, APRN 

Lovie Cotton 
CRNA, APRN 

Erin Hein 
CRNA, APRN 

To provide the safest anesthesia possible, nurse anesthetists remain by their patients' 
side every moment of their procedure, monitoring their vital signs to help ensure a 

comfortable and safe anesthesia experience.  
 

At Horizon Health, CRNAs not only provide anesthesia services to surgical  
patients, but they also provide services to patients in our Pain Management Clinic.  

MyHorizonHealth.org 

Dave Frisse
Retirement Events

Featuring
 

Friday, January 31, 2020 
@ Lot 50

DFB performs at 7 p.m. and 9:15 p.m.
Lovin’ Cup Food Truck from Danville 
will be serving food ( FRIDAY ONLY)

Saturday, February 1 , 2020
@ Paris VFW

DFB performs at 8 p.m.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION!JOIN THE CELEBRATION!

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

In print. Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net

Serving Edgar County since 1848

Anytime,
anywhere.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Starting Oct. 1 another layer 
of security is added to domes-
tic flights when passengers 
must present a federally ap-
proved Real ID to get on the 
plane.

Such identification is also 
required to enter secured fed-
eral institutions like a prison or 
military base.

Tim Crippes from the Illi-
nois Secretary State’s Drivers 
License Facility, and Alicia 
Hollis discussed the changes 
during the Kiwanis meeting 
noon Tuesday, Jan. 21, at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post. 

“To fly after Oct. 1, you can’t 
get on the plane without a 
gold star on your license,” said 
Crippes.

The Real ID program is op-
erating through the Secretary 
of State’s office in its capacity to 
issue drivers licenses and state 
photo ID cards.

Obtaining the Real ID au-
thorized license requires an in-
dividual provide a minimum of 
four verifiable documents.

The first document is some-
thing establishing proof of 
identity, date of birth, U.S. 
citizenship or lawful status for 
non-citizens. A U.S. passport 
suffices. Other possible docu-
ments in this category include: 
a certified birth certificate; a 
consular report of birth abroad 
issued by the U.S. Department 
of State; a certificate of citi-
zenship issued by Homeland 

Security; certificate of natural-
ization issued by Homeland 
Security; employment autho-
rization document issued by 
Homeland Security; foreign 
passport with valid U.S visa; 
permanent resident card is-
sued by Homeland Security

“Women are at a disadvan-
tage,” said Crippes, explaining 
if a woman’s name changed at 
marriage or through a divorce 
it is also necessary to provide a 
certified marriage certificate or 
certified divorce decree.

A marriage certificate or di-
vorce decree is not required if a 
woman’s passport has the cor-
rect name.

Proof of possession of a 
Social Security Number is 
required. That can be shown 
with a Social Security card, a 
W-2, a pay stub or printed elec-
tronic deposit receipt bearing 
the applicant’s name and Social 
Security number in full, SSA-
1099 Form or Non-SSA-1099 
form.

“If you can’t find your So-
cial Security card, you can get 
a new one through one of the 
area Social Security offices,” 
Crippes said.

Proof of residency requires 
two documents which can be: 
a bank statement dated with-
in 90 days; a canceled check 
dated within 90 days; a credit 
card statement within 90 days; 
deed/title, mortgage or rental/
lease agreement; homeowner 
or renter’s insurance policy; 
medical claim or statement of 
benefits from private or public 
insurance within 90 days; pay 
stub or printed electronic de-
posit receipt; official mail from 
a state, county, city, village or 
federal government agency 
that shows the recipient’s first 
and last name and complete 
current address; pension or 
retirement statement; utility 
bill within the last 90 days; or a 
voter registration card. 

Students can prove residen-
cy with a certified grade/high 
school or college transcript, a 
letter on official school station-
ary, a report card or a tuition 
invoice.

Finally, proof of a written 
signature as found on official-
ly issued government docu-
ments.

A complete list of what is 
considered acceptable docu-
mentation for obtaining a Real 
ID is available at RealID.ilsos.
gov.

Evidence of identity pre-
sented to the license branch 
must be in document form. 
Screen shots of photos of im-
ages stored on phones are not 
acceptable.

“You want to have the right 
stuff,” said Crippes. “They 
won’t accept something that 
doesn’t look right. That’s why 
we are so strict about it.”

Crippes explained all of 
the documents submitted to 

prove identity are scanned 
and returned. The scanned 
images are transmitted to an 
office in Springfield where 
federal workers confirm the 
authenticity and approve is-
suance of gold star drivers li-
cense.

“You can add a star to your 
license at any time for $5,” said 
Crippes. “If you wait until you 
renew the license, the fee is 
folded into the renewal.”

People with a valid passport 
do not need the Real ID to 
fly. Passports are required for 
international flights and they 
are accepted as identification 
on domestic flights. People 
not wanting to carry a valu-
able document like a passport 
during domestic trips should 
plan to go ahead and obtain 
a gold star marked drivers li-
cense, because either a Real 
ID or a passport is required to 
get past airport security start-
ing Oct. 1.

Hollis explained how to get 
a passport. The appropriate 
forms are available at the post 
office and the applicant must 
also have a valid photo identi-
fication and a certified copy of 
his or her birth certificate.

In addition, a specifically 
sized photo must accompany 
the passport application. The 
post office staff processing 
the application can also take 
the photo for a $15 fee. Hollis 
said other places advertise the 
ability to take a passport photo 
but the post office staff has the 
discretion to accept or reject 
photos from an outside source.

“I recommend you get them 
done at the post office to make 
sure they are done right,” she 
said. 

A couple of other precau-
tions Hollis noted are the 
length of time needed to get a 
passport and travel restrictions 
that may exist as the 10-year 
document approaches expira-
tion. 

“A passport normally takes 
six to eight weeks to get so you 
need to plan your travel ac-
cordingly,” said Hollis.

On the other end, some 
countries will not admit a per-
son whose passport is within 
six months of expiration. She 
said it is better to renew the 
passport before it reaches that 
critical period.

A passport costs $110, plus 
$15 for the photo and a $35 
processing fee. Everything can 
be done at the post office from 
obtaining the form, having a 
postal worker verify both the 
information and supporting 
documents and submitting 
everything to the state depart-
ment. 

Hollis noted U.S. citizens 
also have the option of getting 
a passport card instead of the 
passport book.

“Passport cards are more 
restrictive,” she said. “They 

New travel rules coming in October

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Alicia Hollis of the Paris Post 
Office discusses passport 
application during the noon 
Kiwanis meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, at the Paris Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. New federal 
security regulations starting 
Oct. 1 require federally vetted 
drivers license, known as a 
Real ID, to enter some federal 
facilities or to board an air-
plane for domestic flights. A 
passport is always required 
for an international flight and 
it is also acceptable as iden-
tification for domestic flights 
now, and after the new rules 
start in October. The post of-
fice has the application forms 
and is an authorized facility 
for vetting the application and 
supporting documents. Hollis 
recommended anyone needing 
a passport make an appoint-
ment with the post office to 
start the process.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Tim Crippes of the Paris 
License Branch reviewed 
the type of documentation 
required to obtain a Real ID 
drivers license. While the 
drivers license is still issued 
by the Secretary of State the 
documentation is vetted by 
the federal government to 
make the sure the applicant 
may have the gold star affixed 
to the license. Starting Oct. 
1 a Real ID, or a passport, is 
required to board a domestic 
flight. The type of documents 
now required to obtain or 
renew an Illinois license may 
be found at RealID.ilsos.gov.

are for ground travel only for 
people driving to Canada or 
Mexico. You cannot fly with a 
passport card.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County Coroner 
Scott Barrett has ruled hypo-
thermia due to cold weather 
exposure caused the death of 
Neva A. Martin, 45, of Paris, 

Barrett said Martin was dis-
covered dead outside a rural 
Chrisman residence Saturday 
morning, Jan. 18, following 
a period when temperatures 
dropped into the low teens. 

911 dispatchers were no-
tified at 10:28 a.m. Jan. 18 of 
the need for help.

According to Barrett, the 
caller told investigators he last 
saw Martin shortly after mid-
night and believed she left his 
residence to return home at 
that time. He discovered her 
unresponsive in his yard the 
next morning. 

An autopsy was performed 
Monday morning, Jan 20, in 
Bloomington, Illinois, by fo-
rensic pathologist Scott Den-
ton, M.D. Toxicology tests are 

Local woman died of hypothermia
pending. 

“The cause of death was de-
termined by the autopsy,” said 
Barrett. “The manner of death 
has not been ruled on.”

He explained investigators 
are still trying to determine 
why Martin was outside for 
so long that it led to her death.

Barrett said the incident re-
mains under investigation by 
the Illinois State Police, the 

Edgar County Coroner and 
the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department. Until that inves-
tigation is completed, which 
could take several weeks 
while waiting for the toxicol-
ogy results, the authorities are 
not prepared to announce her 
manner of death.

An obituary for Martin ap-
pears in today’s issue of The 
Prairie Press.
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ON SALE ON SALE 
JANUARY 24 thruJANUARY 24 thru

JANUARY 30JANUARY 30

$9.97

Bacardi - 750ml

SpecialsSpecials
Seagrams - 4pkChi-Chi’s

All Flavors

$14.99

$3.99

Bud & Bud Lt  
18pk can & bottle

Patron - 350ml

$24.96

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

$14.99

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Illegal hunting cost a north-
ern Illinois resident more than 
$600 in fines and costs.

Robert E. Trotter, 44, Bel-
leville, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea Jan. 16 to a Class 
B misdemeanor unlawful 
harvest of a deer and a Class 
B misdemeanor deer hunting 
without a permit and was sen-
tenced to a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a second 
Class B misdemeanor unlaw-
ful harvest of a deer charge.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
Jan. 13 and Jan. 16 traffic and 
criminal calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court included: 

IN CUSTODY
nLogan J. Biddle, 18, Paris, 

appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 2 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe. Bond was reduced to 
$4,000 from the original bond 
of $5,000. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. Biddle was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

Evan T. Chestnut, 24, West 
Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody for missing a pre-

vious court appearance. His 
unresolved charges of two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJacob A. Coe, 42, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared in cus-
tody on a warrant for missing 
a previous court appearance. 
His unresolved charges of 
two counts of a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 3 felony aggra-
vated battery, a Class 4 felony 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe, a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer, a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct were con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence. Coe was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKevin M. Flight, 39, 

Danville, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
Class 3 felony retail theft 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDillon R. Manhart, 22, 

Effingham, appeared in court 
on a warrant for missing a 
previous court appearance. 
His Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery conviction 

Deer poacher is fined $600 by local court
was continued for a jail status 
review hearing. Manhart was 
granted a personal recogni-
zance bond and remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nAlec R. Mockbee, 21, 

Danville, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. A negotiated 
guilty plea was set for his un-
resolved charge of a Class 3 
felony theft. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nColly W. Thomas, 39, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. His unresolved 
Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving while license is revoke 
and a Class A misdemean-
or domestic battery charges 
were continued for a pre-
trial conference. In another 
matter, Thomas persisted in 
hiring an attorney for his un-
resolved charges of a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class 4 felo-
ny aggravated driving while 
license is revoked, a Class A 
misdemeanor interfering with 
the reporting of a domestic 
violence call, a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked 
license and a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nCody L. Smith, 30, New-

man, was charged with a Class 
2 felony aggravated driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 
He hired an attorney and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nPhyllis L. Stonebraker, 

no age provided, Paris, was 

charged with a Class 4 felo-
ny aggravated driving while 
license is revoked, a Class B 
misdemeanor speeding and 
a Class B misdemeanor op-
erating a motor vehicle while 
registration is suspended.  
The public defender was ap-
pointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nBritany N. Zimmerman, 

39, Charleston, was present-
ed with a petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and matter contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nBrenda M. Walker, 20, 

Brocton, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor theft 
charge and was sentenced to 
one year of court supervision, 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. She was or-
dered to have no contact with 
Paris Wal-Mart.
nJeffery D. Wardle, 36, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
was sentenced to two years of 
court supervision, a $750 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and an order to obtain coun-
seling per an evaluation.

In exchange for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a sec-
ond DUI charge.  

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nConnie S. Alley, 49, Met-

calf, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol, a Class 

A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license and a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nFrankie L. Deweese, 50, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charge. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nBret D. Jeffries, 27, 

Rosedale, Ind., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended li-
cense. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nDalton C. Lewis, 28, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license charge. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nTracy E. Luster, 49, Broc-

ton, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor violating a bail 
bond. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nJustin M. May, 32, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts 
of a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and two counts of a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nLindsey Siebert, no age or 

address provided, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nBailey T. Timmer, 23, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 

a jury trial demand to two 
counts of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nKarlie R. Timmerman, 

26, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery, a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a police 
officer and a Class C misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.

OTHER MATTERS
nEthan A. Cox, 19, Paris, 

learned the state dismissed his 
Class A misdemeanor reckless 
driving charge. The case was 
closed.
nJacob D. Pardi, 26, Paris, 

completed his community 
service work for a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance conviction. His first 
offender probation was termi-
nated and the case was closed.
nEric R. Thomas, 43, Paris, 

paid his fine and cost in full for 
his Class A misdemeanor theft 
conviction. His jail sentence 
was quashed, and the case was 
closed.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Lorenzo B. Bar-
ren, 30, Tilton; Robert James 
Cunningham III, 29, Danville; 
Sonya L. Fiscus, 35, Marshall; 
Ashley R. O. Jackson, 35, 
Clinton, Ind.; James M. Mc-
Collum, 62, Paris; Brian J. 
Noblitt, 44, West Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Corey L. Profitt, 30, St. 
Charles, Mo.; and Dylan M. 
Voorhees, 27, Lafayette, Ind.

LARRY YOCUM
CASEY – Larry Lee Yo-

com, 71, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and formerly of Casey, 

passed away 
at 6:32 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 
20, 2020, at 
Terre Haute.

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. today, 
Jan. 25, at 

Markwell Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Steve Jenkins of-
ficiating. Burial follows in the 
Casey Cumberland Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 1 p.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Epilepsy Founda-
tion.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

YOCUM

OBITUARIES

More OBITUARIES, Page 5A

LOIS SIMPSON
CASEY – Lois Iline Simp-

son, 88, of Casey, passed away 
at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 

22, 2020.    
A funer-

al service is 
10:30 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 
27, at the 
Markwell Fu-
neral Home, 
with Pastor 

Tim Baltz officiating. Burial 
follows in the Mount Ceme-
tery. Visitation is from 5 to 7 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Library 
Building Fund or Moriah 
Church of God.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

SIMPSON

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Re-
publican lawmakers in Illinois 
are demanding answers from 
Secretary of State Jesse White 
about how 545 self-identi-
fied non-U.S. citizens were 
mistakenly registered to vote 
through the state’s new auto-
matic registration system, in-
cluding 16 who actually cast 
ballots in 2018 and 2019.

In a letter to Democratic 
House Speaker Michael Madi-
gan, five Republicans who 
serve on the House Executive 
Committee called the erro-
neous registrations, a serious 
breach in the integrity of our 
voter rolls.

“This is an absurd lack of 
compliance with state law, sur-
facing less than three weeks 
from the opening of early vot-
ing for our state’s 2020 general 
primary election,” the Repub-
licans wrote. “Given this, we 
are requesting an immediate 
hearing of the House Execu-
tive Committee to investigate 
this situation and to hear testi-
mony directly from Secretary 
of State Jesse White, officials 
of the State Board of Elections, 
representatives from our local 
election authorities, and others 
concerned with this situation.”

The letter was signed by 
Reps. Tim Butler, of Spring-
field; Keith Wheeler, of 
Oswego; Joe Sosnowski, of 
Rockford; Grant Wehrli, of 

House Republicans seek probe of non-citizen voting
Naperville; and Ryan Spain, 
of Peoria.

In addition, all 19 Repub-
lican senators signed a letter 
directly addressed to White 
asking, among other things, 
what assurances he can pro-
vide that such an error won’t 
happen again.

Madigan’s office did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. But Democratic Sen. 
Andy Manar, of Bunker Hill, 
issued a statement Tuesday 
saying he might call for Senate 
hearings.

“There is absolutely no 
room for administrative inept-
itude when it comes to prop-
erly conducting our election 
system,” Manar said. “Demo-
crats and Republicans came 
together and unanimously 
approved automatic voter reg-
istration, and we expect it to 
be done correctly...If it takes a 
Senate committee hearing to 
get those answers, that’s the 
course I’ll pursue.”

In 2017, Illinois lawmakers 
unanimously passed Senate 
Bill 1933, which provides for 
automatic voter registration 
whenever someone applies 
for or renews a drivers license. 
Under that system, the secre-
tary of state’s office shares a 
database with the State Board 
of Elections so drivers license 
officials can immediately tell 
if an applicant is already reg-
istered.

If they are not, they are 
asked whether they want to be 
registered. If they say yes and 
they have checked a box indi-
cating they are a U.S. citizen, 

their information is automat-
ically forwarded to the State 
Board of Elections.

But in a Dec. 18, 2019, let-
ter to the board, White’s office 
said information from 574 
people who self-identified as 
being non-citizens was mis-
takenly included in a batch of 
data transferred to the board. 
That information was then 
forwarded to local election 
officials to finalize their regis-
trations. 

State Board of Elections 
spokesman Matt Dietrich 
said in an email that of the 
574 people who checked the 
no box on the drivers license 
application citizenship ques-
tion, 545 became registered 
anyway — a small fraction of 
the more than 7.9 million reg-
istered voters in Illinois. 

White’s office said all of 
those individuals were lawful-
ly present in the United States. 
The issue did not involve any 
undocumented immigrants 
applying for a temporary vis-
itor driver’s license.

Since they became regis-
tered, Dietrich said, 19 ballots 
have been cast by 16 individ-
ual voters who were improp-
erly registered: 10 in the 2018 
general election; one in the 
2019 consolidated primary; 
and eight in the 2019 consol-
idated general election. Those 
votes occurred in Champaign, 
Christian, Cook, DuPage, 
Lee, Macon and Peoria coun-
ties and the city of Chicago. 
One improperly-registered 
voter in Chicago cast ballots 
in all three elections.



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2020  |  5AOBITUARIES

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699
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JANE SALAN
ORMOND BEACH, Fla., 

Jane Irvine Salan, 66, of Or-
mond Beach, Fla., and for-
merly of Paris, passed away 
Jan. 16, 2020. All services are 
in Ormond Beach.

KAREN MOORE
Karen Sue Moore, 63, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:30 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, 
at Burnsides Marshall Rehab, 
Marshall.

A memorial service will 

be announced at a later date. 
Templeton Funeral Home is 
assisting with arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

NEVA MARTIN
Neva Ann Henderson Mar-

tin, 45, of Paris, passed away 
at 11:12 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 

18, 2020, in 
the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

The fam-
ily hosted 

a celebration of life from 4 
to 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 24, at 
the Paris VFW Post. Private 
interment is at a later date. 
Templeton Funeral Home is 
assisting with arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Brookstone Es-
tates for use toward a future 
permanent memorial.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

RICHARD ELLIOTT
MARTINSVILLE – Rich-

ard D. “Bucky” Elliott, 64, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

at 2:48 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 
20, 2020, at 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.  

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 26, at the 

Greenwell Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Billie Ray Ulrey 
officiating. Burial follows in 
the St. Paul Cemetery. Visita-
tion is from 11 a.m. until the 

DONALD BRINKERHOFF
Donald Edward Brinker-

hoff, 94, of Paris, passed away 
at 1:05 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, 

2020, at Paris 
Health Care 
Center. He 
was a farmer.

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
Jan. 25, at 
Stewart and 

Carroll Funeral Home. Burial 
is in Grandview Cemetery. Vis-
itation is from 9 a.m. until the 
service time today at the funer-
al home.

Mr. Brinkerhoff was born 
Sept. 27, 1925, at Paris, the 
son of the late Henry Ernest 
“Blue Sr.” Brinkerhoff and the 
late Sylvia Glatthaar Brinker-
hoff. He married Dorothy Jane 
Hacker Brinkerhoff Oct. 11, 
1947, at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Paris, and she 
passed away Jan. 14, 2017.  

He is survived by three 

children, Nancy (Mike) Fer-
guson of Paris, Rick (Betty) 
Brinkerhoff of Paris and Don-
na (Bruce) Weir of Hawaii; 
grandchildren, Scott (Lisa) 
Brinkerhoff, Mark (Kara) 
Brinkerhoff, Jonathan (Mar-
sha) Brinkerhoff, Christopher 
(Kacey) Brinkerhoff and Justin 
(Nina) Brinkerhoff; and 10 
great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death 
by twin sons, Tim and Terry 
Brinkerhoff; and his brother, 
Blue Brinkerhoff Jr..

Mr. Brinkerhoff was a mem-
ber of First United Methodist 
Church in Paris, a member of 
the Odd Fellows, served on the 
Grandview Cemetery Board, 
and he played Santa Claus for 
several years.

Memorial donations may be 
made to First United Method-
ist Church or the charity of the 
donor’s choice.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

MARTHA WALLER
Martha Ann Waller, 74, of 

Placentia, Calif., and formerly 
of Paris, passed away Jan. 8, 

2020, at St. 
Jude Medical 
Center, Ful-
lerton, Calif.  

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 
c e l e b r a t e d 
at 11 a.m. 

Friday, Jan. 24, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, with the Rev. 
Angel Sierra as the celebrant. 
Burial followed in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Visitation was pri-
vate.  Stewart and Carroll Fu-
neral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

Ms. Waller was born Aug. 
29, 1945, at Terre Haute, Ind., 
the daughter of the late Robert 
F. and Patricia Ann Murphy 
Waller.  

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Kathy Waller of Placentia, 
Calif.; an Aunt Hazel Smith of 

Bradenton, Fla.; and several 
cousins.  

She was preceded in death 
by three aunts, Mary Duncan, 
Jerry Geekie and Ruth Ashley.

During her teaching career, 
Ms. Waller taught at Redmon 
School in Paris for one year, 
Crestwood School for two 
years and in the Anaheim Cal-
ifornia City School District for 
34 years. She was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Paris and St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Placentia, Calif.  

She held memberships in 
the Anaheim Elementary Ed-
ucation Association, the Cal-
ifornia Teachers Association, 
the National Education Asso-
ciation and the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Organization for Ed-
ucators.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BECKY RAYHEL
Rebecca Jean “Becky” Ray-

hel, 72, of Marshall, passed 
away at 11:10 p.m. Thursday, 

Jan. 23, 2020, 
at Casey 
Health Care 
Center, Ca-
sey.  

The family 
is hosting a 
public me-
morial ser-

vice 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 28, 
at the Marshall First United 
Methodist Church. Private 
burial is in Dunlap Cemetery, 
Dennison. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Paris is in charge of 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to First United Meth-
odist Church of Marshall or to 
Dunlap Cemetery.

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

LEANNA LOVELL
MARSHALL – Leanna M. 

Lovell, 35, of Marshall, passed 
away Friday, Jan. 17, 2020, at 

her home 
following an 
extended ill-
ness. 

A ser-
vice honor-
ing her life 
was 2 p.m. 
W e d n e s -

day, Jan. 22, at Pearce Funer-
al Home with the Rev. Paul 
Burress officiating. Burial was 
in the Marshall Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from noon until 
the service time Wednesday at 
the funeral home. 

Mrs. Lovell was born Nov. 6, 
1984, at Paris, the daughter of 
Donald Humphrey and Susie 
Myles Lewsader. She married 
Adam Lovell Aug. 23, 2015, at 
Casey, and he survives.

She is also survived by two 
children, Luke Lovell and 
Emma Lovell; a stepson, Wil-
liam Lovell; her mother and 
stepfather, Susie and Mark 
Lewsader of Marshall; her fa-
ther and stepmother, Donald 
and Jo Humphrey of Paris; 
a sister and brother-in-law, 
Laura and Paul Riley and their 
children, Kaily, Payton and 
Olivia of Sherman; stepsister, 
Ginger McCarty of Sommer-
dale, N.J.; and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Timmy Lovell.

Mrs. Lovell will always be 
remembered as a loving wife, 
mother, daughter, sister, aunt 
and friend to all. She was a 
graduate of Marshall High 
School.

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

LELA LINDSEY
Lela Carolyn “Kay” Lind-

sey, 74, of Chrisman, passed 
away at 5:08 
p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 20, 2020, 
in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. She 

was a devoted homemaker, 
wife, mother and grandmother.

A service celebrating her 
life is 10 a.m. today, Jan. 25, 
at Templeton Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Mark Cox offici-
ating. Burial follows in Edgar 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
4 to 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 24, at 
the funeral home.   

Mrs. Lindsey was born 
April 26, 1945, in Coles 
County, the daughter of the 
late Jack and Modesta Price 
Lanman. She married Michael 
Lindsey Feb. 4, 1978, at Paris, 
and he survives. 

Other survivors include 
three children, Rick (Lee-
anne) Reed of Charleston, 
Kimberly (Kevin) Key of 
Brocton and Michael (Chris-
ten) Reed of Chrisman; a sis-
ter, Helen McCarty of Bloom-

ington; seven grandchildren, 
Kaleb and Klaire Reed, Kody 
( Jessica) Key, Kraig (Kourt-
ney) Key, Kohl (Eleni) Key 
and Savanna and Saige Reed; 
six great-grandchildren, Kay-
lynn, Kolten, Kinslee and 
Maya Key, and Karson and 
Hunter Dunlap; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by an infant son, Jeffrey Reed; 
two brothers, Jim and Rus-
sell Lanman; and four sisters, 
Bonnie Fleming, Patty Ed-
wards, Judy Chism and Vicky 
Edwards. 

Mrs. Lindsey was a mem-
ber of Paris Southern Baptist 
Church. She loved traveling, 
including many spur-of-the-
moment trips with her hus-
band. She will be remembered 
for centering her life around 
her family. Her favorite times 
were those spent with her 
grandchildren, especially 
babysitting or supporting 
them in their various sports 
and activities. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

JOHN HERNANDEZ
John S. Hernandez, 65, of 

Hume, passed away at 1:25 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 16, 2020, 

at Carle 
Foundation 
Hospital, Ur-
bana. He was 
retired from 
the United 
States Navy.  

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial will 
be celebrat-
ed at 10 a.m. 
T u e s d a y , 

Jan. 28, at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church, with the Rev. Fr. 
Aloysius Okey Ndeanaefo as 
celebrant. Interment is 1 p.m. 
Tuesday at Danville VA Na-
tional Cemetery, Danville. A 
recitation of the rosary is 8:30 
a.m. Tuesday at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home and a 
memorial visitation follows 
from 9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. at the 
funeral home and before the 
Mass Tuesday.  

Mr. Hernandez was born 
March 30, 1954, at St. Louis, 
Mo., the son of Raymond and 
Patricia McVey Hernandez. 
He married Frances Jones 
Hernandez July 26, 1999, at 
Farmington, Mo., and she sur-
vives.  

Other survivors include his 

mother, Patricia Hernandez 
of St. Louis, Mo.; stepchil-
dren, Thomas (Ashley) Jones 
of Charleston, Rachel (Dale) 
Washburn of Paris, Rog-
er Jones of Hume and Kate 
Brewer of Kingsport, Tenn.; 
step-grandchildren, Eli Jones 
of Charleston, Devin Farris of 
Fort Benning, Ga., and Thom-
as and Katherine Brewer of 
Kingsport, Tenn.; siblings, 
Anita (Roy) Albright of St. 
Louis, Carly Hernandez of 
Navarre, Fla., Belinda (Gerry) 
Rush of Port Angeles, Wash., 
Casey (Dave) Laboube of St. 
Louis, Tim ( Joy) Hernandez 
of Labadie, Mo., Tom (Val) 
Hernandez of Morison, Mo., 
Diana (Lonnie) Sullivan of 
Byrnes Mill, Mo., Eva (Edwin) 
Lettnecker of St. Louis and 
Jeff (Claudette) Hernandez of 
House Springs, Mo.; and sev-
eral aunts, uncles, nieces and 
nephews.  

He was preceded in death 
by his father.

Mr. Hernandez attended St. 
Michaels Catholic Church at 
Hume and was a member of 
Knights of Columbus Council 
860 in Paris, VFW Post 3601 
in Paris and American Legion 
Post 477 in Chrisman.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.
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PEGGY NEWELL
Peggy Lee Newell, 72, of 

Paris, and formerly of Morris, 
passed away at 2:55 p.m. Sun-

day, Jan. 19, 
2020, at her 
residence.

A memori-
al service cel-
ebrating her 
life was 6:30 
p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 22, 

at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Private interment is at a later 
date in Oklahoma. Visitation 
was from 5 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Wednesday at the 
funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Paul Warner An-
imal Rescue.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

NEWELL

service time Sunday at the fu-
neral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Martinsville 
Ag Fair or the Martinsville 
School District Backpack & 
Nutrition Program.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  
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Trump 
Impeachment 
Theater a farce 
to protect 
Democrats’ 
power source

As Springfield dawdles on property tax reforms, put the tax bill on the fridge
“Together, we’ll ensure our children 

receive the quality education they 
deserve even while we provide more 
property tax relief for our homeown-
ers and make our system more fair for 
everyone.”

— Gov. J.B. Pritzker, announcing
formation of a legislative task force
to help Illinois “reduce local reliance
on property taxes,” Aug. 2, 2019.

To the surprise of absolutely no 
Illinois property taxpayers, the special 
legislative task force formed by Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker in August blew by its Dec. 
31, 2019, deadline to make recom-
mendations about property tax relief 
for those of us who still choose to live 
in the Land of Lincoln.

When the Edgar, Clark, Douglas, 
Coles treasurers mail the tax bills to 
property tax owners, we suggest stick-
ing the bill on the family refrigerator 
— as a reminder of the decades-long 
failure of state officials to control their 
spending — especially the public 
employee pensions they’ve promised 
but not funded.

If Pritzker had all the money Illinois 
has wasted on property tax panels, 
property tax studies and property tax 
reform proposals that led nowhere, 
he could make a nice contribution to 
some pension fund that’s flirting with 
insolvency. Thus far his task force’s 
stab at taming property taxes has prov-
en every bit as ineffectual as its many 
predecessors.

Pritzker needs some sort of action, 
or at least eyewash, on property taxes 
— even if the General Assembly 
merely passes something sounding 
impressive but doesn’t lower our tax 
bills. The governor formed his task 
force as a standing operating proce-
dure to some Democratic lawmakers 
who hesitated to support his gradu-
ated income tax proposal — aka the 
Pritzker Tax — unless they could tell 
property taxpayers help is on the way.

Let’s get one thing clear as lawmak-

ers return to Springfield next week: 
Ignore the rhetoric. Watch how much 
property tax bills decline — or don’t. 
That’s the only metric that matters. We 
hope it happens. But in its nearly six 
months of existence, the members of 
Pritzker’s task force have done zip to, 
in his words, to “reduce local reliance 
on property taxes.”

Problem One was appointing a 
task force of 88 — yes, count 88 — 
members. Insert here lots of partisan 
squabbling — It’s your fault! No it’s 
your fault! — and a rough draft of 
a report. Read it front to back and 
wind up where House Republican 
leader Jim Durkin wound up: “For a 
state that is so in need of property tax 
reform, the Democrats have instead 
proposed tax increases. Heaven help 
the middle class.”

Long story short: Property taxes 
can’t plummet until legislators put 
forth a constitutional amendment that 
allows for pension reform. 

As the legislative spring session un-
folds, keep glancing at the property tax 
bill taped on the refrigerator door.  

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

No plot twists in tax saga

Trump 
Trial is the 
ultimate 
stress 
test for 
democracy
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The partisan farce that is President Donald 
Trump Impeachment Theater is a political 
puppet show, a diversion that covers a truly 

titanic battle obscured by the 
dancing marionettes.

The audience knows how 
the Democratic impeach-
ment show ends, with likely 
acquittal by the Republican 
majority in the Senate.

Some must figure Trump’s 
impeachment has been de-
signed by Democrats to con-
tinue their delegitimization 
of the president. And, aided 
as they are by their liberal 

Beltway media handmaidens, they seek to 
weaken the Republican hold on the Senate.

But what this is really about is Democratic 
desperation to protect their true source of 
power. It’s just off-stage, in the wings of the 
theater — the magic weapon they need to 
continue remaking America in their own 
image:

The federal administrative state.
This administrative state is driven by the 

Kemalist bureaucrats who write the law and 
protect the state from the people; and by the 
liberal federal judges who empower them.

It is a state plopped down on top of the 
republic from the time of President Woodrow 
Wilson and the beginning of progressivism, if 
not before, originally as a reasonable response 
to the excesses of the robber barons who 
bought politicians and ruled feudal American 
empires.

And now that administrative state has 
grown so large, it reaches into every aspect of 
Americans’ lives.

It gives liberals power they can’t otherwise 
achieve over the middle class that they’ve 
abandoned, as Democrats align themselves 
with the new robber barons, the high-tech 
giants who help make up the new Democratic 
coalition.

I’ve touched on this before, and my friend 
Charles Lipson, professor emeritus of po-
litical science at the University of Chicago, 
has made it a focus of recent writings in Real 
Clear Politics, as have others.

It is this administrative state that Trump — 
through his appointment of scores of federal 
judges and two Supreme Court justices — is 
waging war against. His attack on the admin-
istrative state is his great sin, as far as Demo-
crats are concerned.

And for this, the Democrats must stop him.
At Tuesday’s opening of the puppet show, 

there was some drama, as evidenced in the 
preening of House impeachment manager 
Adam Schiff, the California Democrat and 
chairman of the House Intelligence Commit-
tee.

Schiff talked of fairness.
If Schiff were in fact the demigod of truth 

and beauty that he pretends to be (or that 
CNN and MSNBC and others portray him 
as being), then his lips would have certainly 
burst into flame.

Adam Schiff and fairness? He must have 
mentioned fairness a half-dozen times, but I 
couldn’t write down his quotes, as I was too 
busy stabbing my eardrums with forks to stop 
the pain.

It was Schiff who kick-started this impeach-
ment episode over the president’s phone 
call to Ukraine. It followed the Democrats’ 
failed effort to get rid of Trump through their 
debunked Russia collusion theory, which cost 
tens of millions of dollars to investigate, and 
fizzled upon the release of the Mueller report, 
which found no collusion by Trump with 
Vladimir Putin’s gang.

If Mueller had found Trump/Russia 
collusion, Trump would have already been 
bounced from office. The American people 
would have demanded it. But Mueller didn’t 
find that, and so Democrats latched onto the 
new shiny object, the phone call from Trump 
to the president of Ukraine.

It was ill-advised and it was wrong of 
Trump to ask a foreign country to investigate 
rival politicians, even if that politician was Joe 
Biden, the Obama vice president and point 
man to Ukraine. Biden’s son Hunter had 
cashed in with a corrupt government and was 
protected by his daddy’s threats to withhold 
$1 billion in U.S foreign aid.

Trump’s call was perhaps worthy of 
censure. But is it worthy of impeaching and 
removing a president — less than a year 
before an election — without overwhelming 
support from the American people on his 
removal? No.

Schiff, who talks about fairness, played 
a central role in unfairly orchestrating the 
Ukraine scandal into impeachment. He or 
his staff colluded with the so-called whis-
tleblower, the one we can’t name, the one 
who was placed in the Trump White House 
by former CIA boss and Trump hater John 
Brennan. The complaint of the whistleblower 
was leaked by Schiff ’s team to the media, 
and Schiff protected the whistleblower from 

See KASS, Page 7A
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There are 61 national parks. 
California has nine. Illinois has 
none. In the past couple of years, 

the Arch in St. 
Louis and the 
Dunes in north-
western Indiana 
have both been 
designated as 
national parks. 
Illinois had better 
rattle its tin cup 
out in D.C., as it 
appears to be let’s 
get a park season.

I have  nomi-
nees.

Illinois has the 280,000-acre 
Shawnee National Forest across 
the southern tip of Illinois. There 
are also National Park Service 
homes and monuments in Illinois, 
obviously for Abraham Lincoln, 
and for other sites of historical 
significance. But no park, with the 
federal money and visibility to 
attract tourists that accompany a 
national park. 

I am confident politics played 
a part in winning the unusual 
parks sited recently along the 
Mississippi and Lake Michigan in 
our neighboring states. Nothing 
wrong with that. I define politics 
for my students, roughly, as who 
gets what. No squeaky wheel, no 
park.

Illinois state government 
doesn’t have two nickels to rub 
together for discretionary projects 
like beefing up our parks. On the 
other hand, the federal govern-
ment prints its own money and 
obviously doesn’t care about going 
into the red for new projects.

Starved Rock State Park along 

the Illinois River in central Illi-
nois annually draws 2.5 million 
visitors, more than many national 
parks. Starved Rock is bursting 
at the seams, and trails have been 
closed because of maintenance 
issues and inadequate funding.

The Illinois Valley was once the 
home to the largest concentration 
of American Indians. Legend has 
it a number of Illinois Indians 
were starved atop the colossal rock 
above the river. One of their num-
ber had killed Ottawa chieftain 
Pontiac, and his followers exacted 
revenge. The park is a great place 
for hiking, relaxing, staying over, 
but not if the trails are closed.

I have other candidates: The 
Garden of the Gods is a wilder-
ness area within the Shawnee 
National Forest in southern 
Illinois, referred to above. The 
rock outcroppings and views are 
spectacular. The Trail of Tears 
forced march of the cruelly treated 
Cherokee also passes nearby.

Northwestern Illinois is the 
southern tip of the Driftless 
Region, land bypassed by the last 
glaciers, which crushed everything 
in its receding path. This created 
the rich, flat farmlands where I 
reside. My old legislative district 
reached up to Mount Carroll 
and Savanna, from whence the 
land rolls and pitches northward 
through Galena along Old Man 
River into Wisconsin and Minne-
sota. Stunning.

There are many other gems 
hidden in plain sight in Illinois. In 
1830, plans were initiated to build 
a canal from the Illinois River to 
the Mississippi at the Quad Cities. 
By the time this 70-mile canal 

was finished in 1905 or so, it was 
obsolete, surpassed by the Iron 
Horse. Several decades ago, the 
canal became a property of the 
state Department of Natural Re-
sources. Now there is an unbroken 
path for walkers 70 miles across, 
with 30 miles of a feeder canal 
from Sterling-Rock Falls. The 
canal is filled with water (unusual 
for abandoned canals, I’m told), 
which offers excellent fishing.

There are some delightful canal 
segments that I walk, near Wyanet 
and Tiskilwa in Bureau County. 
Last winter, I walked right under 
— right under — 12 bald eagles 
that were roosting, if that’s what 
you call it, in two stately trees 
along the canal. Grudgingly, they 
lifted off, six-foot wingspans flap-
ping majestically, circling ‘round 
me before settling in trees down 
the canal. Breathtaking.

A long pencil-thin park like the 
canal probably wouldn’t make 
the cut for a national park, yet the 
Gateway Arch did; impressive as 
it is, I don’t think of the Arch as a 
park. 

I wax on about the Hennepin 
Canal to note for readers that 
Illinois has many largely undiscov-
ered sites of great natural beauty. 
I also do so because I need to fill 
some space here in my column, 
as I have said my piece in fewer 
words than typical, which I’m sure 
readers appreciate.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan 
was a senior fellow and political 
science professor at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
He has worked for three unindicted 
governors and published a weekly 
newspaper in central Illinois.)

Illinois should have a national park; 
the state has plenty of possibilities

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS
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In a column on the eve 
of the 2016 election, I 
warned if Donald Trump 
were to 
inexpli-
cably 
occupy 
the White 
House, 
he would 
wreak 
havoc on 
American 
values, 
and his 
author-
itarian sensibility would 
precipitate a system-
atic breakdown of our 
democratic institutions. 
I was merely stating the 
obvious. Any two-bit seer 
could foresee how his 
destructive reign would 
play out.

Now it’s playing out.
The 53 Republicans 

who run the chamber are 
busily abetting Trump’s 
authoritarian assault on 
democracy and the rule 
of law by systematically 
sabotaging any semblance 
of a fair impeachment tri-
al. On Tuesday, in a series 
of votes, they blocked all 
attempts to subpoena wit-
nesses and new evidence. 
And Wednesday, in Davos, 
Trump openly boasted 
about his coverup: “We 
have all the material. They 
don’t have the material.”

Trump has predictably 
stressed our constitutional 
system to its breaking 
point. Mitch McConnell 
and his lockstep legions 
seem determined to break 
it.

They’re doing so in defi-
ance of American majority 
sentiment. According to 
a Washington Post-ABC 
poll, 71 percent want to 
hear witnesses at trial. 
Other recent mainstream 
polls have seen similar 
results, including a new 
Quinnipiac poll, where 
66 percent say they want 
key ex-aide John Bolton to 
testify.

In the Senate chamber, 

DICK
POLMAN
GUEST
COLUMN

See POLMAN, Page 7A
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they appear totally unper-
turbed that Trump’s lawyers 
are offering zero evidence to 
refute the Articles of Im-
peachment – which prove 
that Trump shook down a 
foreign power to get domestic 
campaign dirt for his re-elec-
tion bid, then covered up 
his abuses. They apparently 
don’t care that Trump’s core 
anti-impeachment argument 
is a crock that would shock the 
Founding Fathers.

Basically, Trump’s legal 
eagles claim the two impeach-
ment articles are ridiculous 
because they don’t specify 
that Trump committed a 
crime. One of those law-
yers, TV talking head Alan 
Dershowitz, said last weekend 
that Trump should not have 
been impeached because 
the articles merely describe 
non-criminal actions. He said 
on TV, “the (House) vote 
was to impeach on abuse of 
power, which is not within 
the constitutional criteria for 
impeachment.”

But here’s the obvious 
rebuttal: “(Impeachment) 
certainly doesn’t have to be a 
crime if you have somebody 
who completely corrupts the 
office of president and who 
abuses trust and poses great 
danger to our liberty. You don’t 
need a technical crime.”

Thank you, Alan Der-
showitz. Because that’s what 
he said on TV back in 1998, 

when he deemed Bill Clinton’s 
extramarital sex to be sufficient 
grounds for impeachment.

The Founders never 
specified that impeachment 
and removal required a 
crime – because at the time 
the Constitution was being 
drafted, there was, as yet, no 
federal criminal code. Instead, 
the Founders anticipated 
that Congress – awarded the 
sole power of impeachment 
– would take its cues from 
Alexander Hamilton, who 
spoke broadly about, “the 
misconduct of public men… 
the abuse or violation of some 
public trust.”

Remember, last month, 
when Republicans were 
lauding law professor Jona-
than Turley, who’d testified 
at the House hearings that 
he thought Democrats were 
moving too fast on impeach-
ment? Now Turley says 
Trump’s lawyers are wrong 
to claim that impeachment 
requires a crime. That claim, 
“is at odds with history and 
the purpose of the Constitu-
tion… I do not believe that 
the criminal code is the effec-
tive limit or scope of possible 
impeachable offenses.”

The gist of Trump’s defense 
argument – the argument that 
Senate Republicans are de-
structively indulging – is that 
he can do whatever he wants, 
and that whatever he wants 
is sanctioned by divine right 
simply because he wants it. 
Who is he, King George III? 
That’s the monarchist mind-

set the American Revolution’s 
soldiers fought and died to 
overthrow.

So now we’ve arrived at the 
end game. 

McConnell and his 
colleagues appear bent on 
ratifying Trump’s power 
abuses, thereby destroying 
the checks and balances that 
are crucial to our constitu-
tional order. The only hope 
is that Democrats – with the 
winds of public opinion at 
their backs – can hold Trump 
and the Senate Republicans 
accountable at the ballot box.

I warned in my 2016 
pre-election column that a 
Trumpist future, “is down the 
dark path at the fork in the 
road. If we take it, we own it.” 
We took it, we own it, and the 
election 10 months hence is 
our last best chance to reverse 
it.

(Dick Polman is the national 
political columnist at WHYY 
in Philadelphia and a "Writer 
in Residence" at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Email him at 
dickpolman7@gmail.com.)
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testifying in the House.
To be fair, the lips of the 

lipless Mitch McConnell 
should have burst into flame 
as well. The Republican 
Senate majority leader from 
Kentucky also invoked fair-
ness repeatedly.

Fairness and Mitch Mc-
Connell? That’s like putting 
a delicate orchid into the 
withered palm of Emperor 
Palpatine and expecting the 
blossom to thrive.

Fairness has nothing to do 
with it. This is about power. 

And this is about the admin-
istrative state, which is true 
power.

Trump is not a moral or 
philosophical man. You could 
say he’s not a very good man. 
The vulgar things he says and 
tweets don’t cover him with 
virtue.

Years ago, America did have 
a virtuous and moral man as 
president in Jimmy Carter. 
He was an abject failure. And 
Democrats hated him for his 
weakness.

Trump is transactional, a 
dealmaker, and so he dangles 
the appointment of conser-
vative judges in order to win 

re-election.
He relies on the good coun-

sel of the Federalist Society to 
make those conservative judi-
cial appointments to dismantle 
the administrative state.

And for this, Democrats 
want him stopped, which is 
why America is being treated 
to a puppet show, with poli-
ticians talking about fairness 
with Kemalists and the liberal 
judges of the administrative 
state in the wings, watching.

(John Kass was born on 
Chicago's South Side and is 
a columnist for the Chicago 
Tribune. Email him at jskass@
chicagotribune.com.)
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The Social Security Ad-
ministration is warning 
people about the ongoing 
nationwide telephone im-
personation scheme. 

“I want every American 
to know that if a suspicious 
caller states there is a prob-
lem with their Social Se-
curity number or account, 
they should hang up and 
never give the caller money 
or personal information,” 
said Commissioner An-
drew Saul. “People should 
then go online to oig.ssa.
gov to report the scam call 
to Social Security.”

Social Security and its 
Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) continue 
to receive reports about 
fraudulent phone calls 
from people falsely claim-
ing to be Social Security 
employees.  The scam-
mers mislead victims into 
making cash or gift card 
payments for help with 
purported identity theft, 
or to avoid arrest for bogus 
Social Security number 
problems.

People should also be on 
the lookout for a new ver-
sion of this scam.  

Social Security fights scammersKILLION PHOTOGRAPHS THE COSMOS

Mark Killion/Special to The Prairie Press

Astrophotographer Mark Killion of Paris recently captured this image of the Heart and Soul Nebu-
lae using an exposure of more than 3.5 hours. The Heart and Soul Nebulae are star forming clus-
ters approximately 7,500 light years from Earth, and are the home of young, blue, hot, supergiant 
stars that are approximately 1.5 million years old. By contrast, the sun at the center of our solar 
system is 4.6 billion years old. 

Fraudsters are now email-
ing fake documents in at-
tempts to get people to 
comply with their demands. 
Victims have received emails 
with attached letters and re-
ports that appear to be from 
Social Security or the OIG.  

The letters may use official 
letterhead and government 
jargon to convince victims 
they are legitimate. They may 
also contain misspellings and 
grammar mistakes.

Social Security employees 
do occasionally contact peo-
ple – generally those who 
have ongoing business with 
the agency – by telephone 
for business purposes. Social 
Security employees do not 
threaten people, or prom-
ise a Social Security benefit 
approval, or increase, in ex-
change for information or 
money. In those cases, the 
call is fraudulent and people 
should just hang up.

Generally, the agency 
mainly calls people who have 
recently applied for a Social 
Security benefit, someone 
who is already receiving pay-
ments and requires an update 
to their record, or a person 
who has requested a phone 
call from the agency.  

If a person is not in one of 

these situations, they normal-
ly do not receive a call from 
the agency.

Social Security will not:
Tell someone their Social 

Security number has been 
suspended.
Make a contact to de-

mand an immediate payment.
Ask a person for credit or 

debit card numbers over the 
phone.
Require a specific means 

of debt repayment, like a pre-
paid debit card, a retail gift 
card or cash.
Demand someone pay 

a Social Security debt with-
out the ability to appeal the 
amount.
Promise a Social Security 

benefit approval, or increase, 
in exchange for information 
or money.

If there is a problem with a 
person’s Social Security num-
ber or record, in most cases 
Social Security will mail a 
letter.  

If a person needs to submit 
payments to Social Security, 
the agency will send a letter 
with instructions and pay-
ment options. People should 
never provide information or 
payment over the phone or 
Internet unless they are cer-
tain of who is receiving it.

If 
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that knowledge and contin-
ue pursuing fitness outside of 
school.

Sinclair estimates the ac-
tive student participation in 
Healthy Bodies, as in the num-
ber of kids engaging with Ant-
kiewicz’s training, to be around 
80 percent. Even better is the 
kids smiling as they stretch, 
jump and dance. One of Sin-
clair’s goals for the class was 
showing them anything active 
can be exercise, even just hav-
ing fun to music.

“There’s more than one way 
to exercise, it’s not just playing 
sports,” Sinclair said.

The moving and grooving 
is courtesy of Antkiewicz, 
this month’s Project Safe and 
Sound guest instructor who 
used her experience teaching 
varsity summer camps to cre-
ate warmups and exercises that 
benefit young bodies and keep 
kids focused. She had a few 
criteria when assembling the 
routines.

“I try to keep them simple, 
upbeat and interesting, and I 
focus on muscles they aren’t 
really familiar with but are im-
portant to development,” she 
said. 

Despite directing five in-
tense dance routines in an af-
ternoon, Antkiewicz was hap-
py. She loves showing young 
people outlets for physical ac-
tivity and working with them 
is a joy.

“[I enjoy] their energy, 
they’re always positive,” she 
said.

Project Safe and Sound was 
born when Sinclair, a former 
firefighter who taught Risk 
Watch at schools, asked teach-

WORKOUT
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sewers. 
That repair, he said, did not 

put the jetter back into service 
because the machine refused to 
start. An examination revealed 
burned wiring and the need 
to rebuild the starting harness. 
City workers are waiting for 
parts to begin that project.

Problems with the jetter 
prompted Commissioner 
Thad Crispin to price a device 
that uses a pressure wash-
er and vacuum operation 
to break up and suction out 
blockages. He added this tool 
is also capable of using pres-
surized water for excavations 
where buried infrastructure 
hinders digging. The $43,000 
price tag, however, is a serious 
hurdle.

“Things need replaced in 
this town,” said Crispin, ac-

knowledging he does not 
know where money can be 
found in the city coffers to start 
replacing aged equipment.

Costs for employee health 
insurance was back on the table 
for discussion. Last year the re-
newal for one of the employees 
was going to be more than he 
made and the council decided 
at that time to help cover some 
of the premium costs. 

A slightly different problem 
was discussed Tuesday.

Commissioner Tyler Al-
exander reported new public 
works supervisor Thad Ar-
rasmith was shocked when he 
found out how much it will 
cost to add his wife to his em-
ployee health insurance. 

According to Alexander, 
the monthly cost of adding 
Arrasmith’s wife to the policy 
is almost equivalent to the em-
ployee’s take home pay.

“If he knew that, he proba-

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

HUME – An unsolvable 
roof leak and loss of phone 
service following a rain has 
Shiloh School District admin-
istrators stumped.

Interim superintendent Al-
len Hall discussed the prob-
lems during the Monday, Jan. 
20, board of education meet-
ing. He said a leak around 
a roof-mounted air condi-
tioning unit over the school 
library has existed for years, 
but roofers, general contrac-
tors and HVAC technicians 
cannot find the source of the 
water or how it is getting into 
the building. 

School principal Beth Har-
baugh added the leak has re-
turned and is falling onto new 
carpeting recently installed in 
the library.

Because nobody has ever 
been able to fix the leak, Hall 
suggested removing the air 
conditioner, patching the 
hole in the roof deck and 
covering the area with new 

roofing material. An outside 
wall-mounted unit to cool the 
space, identical to the those 
previously installed to air 
condition the classrooms, can 
replace the roof unit. 

Board members indicated 
support for moving ahead 
with the superintendent’s 
idea.

Hall also discussed a prob-
lem with the phone system.

“When it rains, the system 
sometimes goes out,” he said.

When the service is inter-
rupted because of water call-
ers hear a ringtone when try-
ing to reach the school, but no 
phones ring inside the office.

Board member April Mor-
ris confirmed the problem 
existed the prior week when 
the area experienced a heavy 
rain. She called the school 
and could not get a response.

Hall said a stopgap mea-
sure was placing cellphones in 
the offices for the secretaries. 
Those phones still ring when 
the landline-based system 
goes down.

“I’d like to give that a few 
months and see how it works 
out before we look at a whole 
new phone system,” said Hall.

He warned board members 
a $10,000 project to update 
the fire alarm system has en-
countered a major obstacle 
and cannot be completed at 
the original quote from FE 
Moran. 

“The problem is there is 
wiring all over the building 
from the pull stations and 
some of that wiring is bad,” 
said Hall.

He added the contractor 
has already spent more time 
on the project than originally 
estimated and has concluded 
dealing with all of the bad wir-
ing means the work cannot be 
done as originally bid.

Board members were as-
sured the school still has a 
working fire alarm system 
since nothing has been re-
moved until all of the prob-
lems are sorted.

“There’s going to be a 
change order but we haven’t 

seen it yet,” said Hall.
New signs were also part of 

the discussion.
Hall reported a vendor ap-

proached by board member 
Justin Wood at the November 
state school board conference 
recently visited with a multi-
function display board, which 
Hall described as impressive.

The five-foot by eight-foot 
device is a programmable 
digital display that can be for-
matted as a scoreboard with 
special features like the ability 
to show the picture of a player 
at the free throw line and also 
flash advertising. 

“The cool thing is when 
we do a musical we can use 
it like a JumboTron to show 
performers,” said Morris, who 
observed the presentation.

Hall said the vendor claims 
schools that install the device 
find it easy to sell advertising 
for the device, which helps 
with the $28,000 cost. 

“The downside is we don’t 
have that many home games,” 
said Hall.

No action was taken re-
garding a device for use in 
the gym, but the board OK’d 
moving ahead with putting an 
electronic reader board near 
the road by the school’s drive 
entrance. Such a sign can con-
tinually project school events.

“We’ve needed something 
there for a long time to update 
the entrance,” said board pres-
ident Dave Smith.

The estimate of $20,000 
to $25,000 for a new exterior 
sign gave board member Re-
nee Henry pause, saying that 
seemed like a lot of money for 
a sign.

Smith replied the cost has 
not changed in seven years 
since he first approached the 
idea.

A delegation of senior class 
members attended the board 
meeting, asking permission to 
spend a night in Chicago for a 
senior trip.

Senior Maddie Dudley said 
the class has almost enough 
money to pay for a charter 
bus and lodging. She antici-

pates an upcoming fundraiser 
will cover the remainder of 
the costs.

The trip will occur during 
graduation week when most 
of the seniors do not have fi-
nals. Dudley said the class will 
depart on a Tuesday morning, 
visit sites in Chicago, spend 
the night and resume sightsee-
ing Wednesday before depart-
ing to return to the school.

Nobody present at the 
meeting could remember the 
last time an overnight senior 
trip was allowed. Harbaugh 
said most recently the senior 
class trip has been a day-long 
excursion to St. Louis, Mo. 

“As long as you have the 
funds and the chaperones, 
I don’t see a problem,” said 
Smith.

The senior presentation 
was made during the audi-
ence to visitors portion of 
the meeting and was not an 
agenda item for decision. The 
school board will revisit the 
topic in February at which 
time a decision can be made.

Water causing puddle of problems at Shiloh
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mark Cox, the current assistant principal at Paris High School, 
spends the school lunch period in the Tiger’s Den, talking to 
students. Cox was recently named as the school principal start-
ing with the 2020-2021 school year.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Student Logan Bartley, left, with Paris High School Assistant 
Principal Mark Cox, who was recently named as the school prin-
cipal starting with the 2020-2021 school year.

bly wouldn’t have accepted the 
job,” said Alexander.

Arrasmith said his prior em-
ployer contributed to a family 
plan that helped make spouse 
insurance affordable, and Alex-
ander asked if the city should 
also contribute to the premium 
costs for adding employee’s 
family members to the health 
insurance coverage.

 The discussion that followed 
revealed the inconsistency in 
how employers handle provid-
ing health insurance.

“Where I work, the employ-
er pays for the employee, but 
the employee has to pay for his 
wife,” said Mayor Dan Owen.

Alexander said his employer 
has an employee plus one con-
tribution plan. 

“Regardless of what we do, 
it’s a raise,” said Owen.

The matter was tabled to 
gather more information for 
the February city meeting.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Horizon Health athletic trainer Ali Antkiewicz leads students 
through an upbeat exercise and dance routine during Project 
Safe and Sound’s Healthy Bodies session at Crestwood. 
Antkiewicz said she was happy for the chance to teach kids 
about different ways to stay active. 

ers what they felt was miss-
ing from the program. So far 
the project has gotten pos-
itive responses at schools, 
and he is hopeful this new 
course will become a yearly 
collaboration with the hos-
pital, allowing each grade 
to build upon the previous 
year’s information.

“The schools have been 
so great about letting Hori-
zon Health get in,” Sinclair 
said. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Board 
approved using some of the 
county’s Motor Fuel Tax for 
preliminary engineering re-
garding Sulphur Springs Road 
during the Wednesday, Jan. 15 
county board meeting.

“We need the money to do 
a study to position ourselves 
to ask the state for money,” 
said county engineer Aaron 
Lawson during the study ses-
sion Monday, Jan. 13.

According to Lawson, the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation hired a consultant to 
review all roads in the state to 
identify those deemed as crit-
ical sections. The only critical 
section found in Edgar Coun-
ty lies on Sulphur Springs.

Lawson sought state money 
before based on the critical 
section finding and was ad-
vised to scale back the request.

Some of the money ap-
proved for the project is to 
hire Civil Design, Inc.

“A significant structure is 
needed if we are able to re-
align the road,” said Lawson. 
“We don’t have structural ex-
pertise. We need to use a con-
sultant for that.”

Other upcoming highway 
department projects include: 
Hiring Knight & Associates 
for preliminary engineering 
related to a safety project on 
the Lower Terre Haute Road; 
and advertising for a $1 mil-
lion guardrail project with the 
letting in March. The guardrail 
project is using federal high-
way money.

During the report segment 
of the county board meeting, 
Jill Taylor, coordinator of the 
Edgar County Emergency 
Services and Disaster Agen-
cy, said the county’s hazard 
mitigation plan needs some 

revision.
Taylor said the county did 

not experience too many 
problems during the heavy 
rain Jan. 10 and Jan. 11. The 
exception was Brocton where 
the fire department wanted to 
sandbag one house against the 
high water. 

“The fire chief called me,” 
said Taylor. “They (the de-
partment) had bags but they 
needed sand.”

She in turn contacted the 
Edgar County Highway De-
partment and the City of Paris 
and those entities took sand to 
Brocton. 

County board member Dan 
Bruner reported the county’s 
animal shelter had to eutha-
nize only five animals during 
2019. The others either found 
new homes or were among 
the 55 that went to a rescue 
service.

County looking for money 
for Sulphur Springs Road

FEATHERED FELLOW WEATHERS WINTER

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A great blue heron reduces it body size to conserve heat while perched over the ice and snow 
on Twin Lakes.

teaching junior high science 
and general science as well as 
serving as an assistant foot-
ball coach and head baseball 
coach.

Cox said 15 years ago, 
Meister called him and asked 
if he wanted to come back to 
PHS as a science teacher, a 
position he held for five years. 
“I went back to school and got 
my administrators degree,” he 
said. When the assistant prin-
cipal’s position came open, 
Cox was hired.

For the past decade, Cox 
has been in charge of disci-
pline at PHS. “Yes, I handle 
discipline but I’m most proud 
of the program making sure 
our freshmen stay on track en 
route to graduation,” he said. 

The program began at PHS 
after Cox attended a con-
ference featuring a similar 
program. Originally called 
the Lunch Bunch, the PHS 
program eventually morphed 
into the current after school 
Study Tables program.

Cox spends a portion of his 
week checking in on freshmen 
who have or who are falling 
behind in classes required for 

graduation. Teachers provide 
make up work, tests and other 
information to Cox who plac-
es them in individual folders. 
He also speaks to parents for 
each student to keep them in-
formed of what’s going on at 
school.

The program, he said, has 
improved school attendance 
and the school’s graduation 
rates. “No one wants to come 
to school if they are failing or 
behind,” he said. 

Cox was also instrumental 

in the school beginning its 
computer program allowing 
students to earn graduation 
credits — now known as 
APEX.

Cox said he will only be 
serving as high school princi-
pal and not cooperative direc-
tor — a position previously 
held by Meister. “The board 
and the two superintendents 
(Danette Young and Jeremy 
Larson) agreed to change the 
cooperative agreement be-
tween the two school districts 

to make the position a princi-
pal,” Cox said.

While it is five months until 
he officially becomes princi-
pal, Cox emphasized the fac-
ulty and support staff at PHS 
is top-notch. “We have a great 
staff who work hard to help 
our students succeed,” he not-
ed. “We will do everything we 
can to support them.”

Cox said it is also critical a 
strong bond be established 
both with the Paris Commu-
nity Theater and the board of 
the Paris Center of Fine Arts. 
“The theater is a wonderful as-

set to this community, county 
and school,” he said. “It’s vital 
we work together to make it a 
success.”

Another area Cox is focus-
ing on is the agriculture pro-
gram, including the school’s 
greenhouse. “We need to 
make the greenhouse more 
vibrant,” he said.

Cox also mentioned:
nExpanding STEM op-

portunities for PHS students, 
including robotics.
nGrowing the school’s 

independent study program 
which makes use of the state-

of-the-art STEM lab. Cox said 
he plans to reach out to both 
EIU and Indiana State Uni-
versity faculty to help grow 
that program.
nLook at the entire school 

curriculum, “to make sure we 
are serving the needs of all 
our students whether voca-
tional or college bound.”

Cox and his wife, Tina, are 
the parents of five children. 
“She’s very supportive of this 
phase of our life,” the new 
principal noted. “She also un-
derstands there will be a lot a 
nights out of the house.”

The son of JoEllen Ed-
monds and the late veteran 
Mayo social studies teacher 
and guidance counselor Bur-
ley Cox, the new principal 
said his mother is excited. 
“My Dad’s smiling and super 
proud,” he said, noting “he’d 
be encouraging me to join 
him on a motorcycle trip, 
heading to where the sun is 
shining and the temperatures 
are warmer.”

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson said 
the school has posted the 
assistant principal’s vacancy 
following Cox’s employment. 
He confirmed Cox’s salary 
will be $90,000.

See COUNTY, Page 12A
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Titans 
earn spot
in LPC
quarters 
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 
Tri-County Titans boys 
basketball team couldn’t 
have picked a better game 
to end a four-game losing 
streak.

The Titans rained three 
on Blue Ridge to take a 73-
52 win in the first round of 
the Lincoln Prairie Confer-
ence (LPC) tourney Fri-
day at Shiloh High School.

 It had been a rough start 
to the 2020 calendar year 
for the Tri-County Titans 
boys team.

Inconsistency led the 
Titans to losing their first 
three games in Lincoln 
Prairie Conference play. In 
the midst of the four game 
losing streak, the Titans 
were hoping to right the 
ship.  

The one bright spot for 
TCT was that the Titans 
were given the number 
seven seed and were able to 
host their opening round 
game at Shiloh, facing 
the number 10 seed Blue 
Ridge Knights.  

The two teams were to 
have played last Friday in 
Farmer City, but a winter 
storm forced the game to 
be postponed until Feb. 17.  
With a spot in the quar-
terfinals and a match-up 
against the number two 
seed ALAH Knights on the 
line, the stakes in this con-
test couldn’t have been any 
higher.

The Titans finally got 
their groove back at the 
right time.

Tri-County used a 
strong night from behind 
the three point arc to pull 
away from a slim first quar-
ter lead to advance in tour-
nament play with a 73-52 
win.

The opening eight min-
utes were tight as the two 
teams got solid play from 
Zach Stephens scoring six 
points and Jaton Shaffer 
adding four as Blue Ridge 
tallied 16 points.  

Meanwhile, the Titans 
used a hot start from Cole 
McClain who hit three 
shots from behind the arc 
scoring 11 of the Titans 17 
points to give the hosts a 
slim one point lead at 17-
16 at the end of the first 
eight minutes.

In the second querter, 
Titans went to their veter-
an presence as Mitch Pol-
lock got open looks on the 
inside notching six points 
awhile CJ Eakle got into a 
rhythm hitting two threes 
as part of his eight points. 

The two Titan play-
ers combined for 14 of 
Tri-County’s 15 points in 
the quarter.  

The Knights, meanwhile, 
saw ttheir shooting go cold 
as they hit only four shots.
Blue Ridge was able to 
keep it close as Stephens 
scored four of the 11 Blue 
Ridge points, including a 
twisting lay up at the end 
of the quarter to make the 
score 32-27 heading into 
the halftime break.

In the third quarter,  
the Titan offense kicked 
into overdrive as the three 
point ball kept falling. TCT 
hit  four shots from behind 
the arc, two each by Mc-
Clain and Pollock, as part 

See TCT, Page 10A

Congratulations Congratulations 

to the Paris Lady Tigers 
on their 3-peat

2020 LIC Champions!

Visit our                            page

Cara Kraemer/The Prairi e Press

For the third consecutive year, the Paris Lady Tigers are champions of the Little Illinis Conference Tournament. The team — ranked first in Class 2A in Illnois and 
undefeated — overwhelmed Olney 61-26 Thursday at Robinson High School. Pictured with the conference tourney trophy are kneeling, from left, are seniors Kendra 
Cartright, Kelsie Crampton, Karrington Krabel, Sarah Isaf, Jenna Gates and Chloe Noel. Second row, from left, are Coach Dave Tingley, assistant coach Missy Tingley,  
Kenzie Hutchings, Deming Hawkins, Kadie Noel, Madyson Rigdon, Kendra Young, Emma Henderson, Trinity Tingley, Katelyn Littleton, Kaitlyn Coombes and assistant 
coach Dan Gates.

It’s a three-peat for Paris
Lady Tigers roll through the Little Illini Conference tourney for third consecutive year

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

ROBINSON — When a 
team has thoroughly domi-
nated their conference oppo-
nents to the degree that the 
Paris Lady Tigers have this 
season, opposing coaches — 
looking for some way to trip 
the opposition up — open up 
their bag of tricks.

On Thursday evening, Jan. 
23, Olney High School Lady 
Tiger Coach Mark Anselment 
did just that. 

Anselment implemented a 
four-corner offense — or the 
old Dean Smith North Caroli-
na offense for those of you of a 
certain age. Anselment and his 
team hoped to take the air out of 
the basketball — and the Paris 
Lady Tigers — in the champi-
onship game of the Little Illini 
Conference tournament. 

You can only keep an offense 
as explosive as the Paris Lady 
Tigers caged up for so long — 
then bad things — or for Paris 
— good things — happen. 

Paris defeated Olney 61-26 
to capture their third consec-
utive LIC tourney crown leav-
ing no doubt as which is the 
best team in the conference. 

And it’s really not even 
close. 

The victory improves the 
Lady Tiger record to 26-0 — 
5-0 in the LIC — and further 
solidifies their hold on the top 
-ranking in the Associated 
Press Illinois Class 2A girls 
prep poll.

After winning the opening 
tip, Olney (18-4,4-2) imme-
diately spread the floor using 
three different guards to keep 
the ball near the half court 
line. For the first 45-plus 
seconds of the contest, Paris 
played defense. 

For those fans who have 
attended the Paris games 
this season, these fans know 
Coach Dave Tingley’s team 
loves playing defense. It’s a 
strong suit for this squad. 

Olney eventually turned 
the ball over with Madyson 
Rigdon scoring on a layup to 
give Paris a 2-0 lead. On the 
next possession, Olney was 
guilty of a turnover again. 

While the Lady Tigers pa-

tiently watched Olney try to 
shorten the game by holding 
the basketball, the Paris team 
was laying in the weeds wait-
ing for the opportunity to 
pounce on any loose ball or 
errant pass. 

By the time the buzzer 
sounded to signal the end of 
the first quarter, Paris held a 
16-7 lead. If not for a three-
point basket at the buzzer, the 
Olney squad would have been 
held to just a pair of field goals 
and a 12-point deficit.

Anselment did not change 
his game plan in the second 
quarter. The Olney Lady Ti-
gers continued to hold the 
basketball in hopes limit-
ing the possessions for the 
high-scoring, fast-breaking 
Paris team would allow them 
to keep the game close. 

In the second period, that 
stubbornness worked to 
some degree as the Lady Ti-
gers managed to score just 
eight points. However, the 
top-ranked Tigers held Olney 
to just five points and held a 
24-12 lead at intermission.

Coach Dave Tingley took 
the gadget offense implement-
ed by Olney in stride and actu-
ally was happy to see it. 

“We thought that they 
might try something different 
this time and we were right,” 
Tingley said. “I honestly 
didn’t think we would see it 
in the second half — especial-
ly down 12 points. I loved it 
because we need to see it. I’d 
rather see it now than later. 
We played it almost perfectly. 
Our girls did not flinch, were 
very disciplined and were 
very coachable.”

In spite of the Paris squad 
doubling-up the Olney team, 
Anselment began the third 
quarter much the same as the 
start of the game. The Paris 
Lady Tigers went on a 21-10 
run in the quarter to open up 
a 45-22 lead heading into the 
fourth quarter. Early in the 
final eight minutes then Paris  
forced a running clock for the 
remainder of the contest.

Leading the offensive at-
tack for the Lady Tigers was 
sophomore Rigdon who net-
ted 21 points along with three 

steals. Tingley once again 
tasked her with defending 
Olney’s leading scorer Anna 
Blank, whom was held to just 
11 points in the game — 10 
points below her average. 
Sarah Isaf scored 19 points 
and grabbed six rebounds, 
Karrington Krabel and Ken-
dra Young had 8 points each, 
Deming Hawkins added three 
and Katelyn Littleton finished 
with two. 

While not scoring in the 
game, point guard Jenna Gates 
handed out seven assists in the 
contest and Trinity Tingley 
added four of her own. 

The Lady Tigers were 6-of-
10 from 3-point range, shot 
64% from the field and made 
nine-of-10 from the free 
throw line. 

One amazing statistic is 
that the Tigers turned the ball 
over just once in the entire 
game.

Paris will host the Robin-
son Lady Maroons Monday 
evening at Ernie Eveland 
Gym. The junior varsity con-
test will begin at 6 p.m.

PARIS 56, MARSHALL 41
ROBINSON — For the 

second time this season, the 
Paris Lady Tigers and the 
Marshall Lady Lions went to 
battle on the hardwood. 

As all good coaches do, 
Marshall Coach Kathy Miller 
made an adjustment to her 
team’s game plan in this tour-
ney semii-final matchup. 

The previous meeting re-
sulted in a 72-31 drubbing 
by the Lady Tigers(25-0) on 
Marshall’s home court. This 
time, the game meant a lit-
tle bit more as the two rivals 
were pitted against each other 
in the semi-final round of the 
Little Illini Conference tour-
nament. 

Even though the result was 
the same — a victory for the 
Lady Tigers — the Lady Li-
ons (12-7) held their own in 
the second half before falling 
by the score of 56-41. 

The 15-point win marks 
the closest margin of victory 
for the Tigers over any LIC 
opponent this season.

Paris held a slim 10-7 lead 
at the end of the first quarter, 
extending it to 28-18 at the 
half. At one point in the third 
period, Marshall closed the 
gap to just five points before 
the Lady Tigers reeled off an 
8-0 lead to gain some breath-
ing room. 

Sarah Isaf led all scorers 
in the game with 23 points 
while also pulling down five 
rebounds. Karrington Kra-
bel hauled in six boards and 
added three steals to go along 
with 16 points. Madyson Rig-
don and Katelyn Littleton 
had six points each, Jenna 
Gates had three points and 
dished out four assists and 
Kelsie Crampton added two 
to round out the scoring.

PARIS 60, ROBINSON 27
ROBINSON — The Par-

is Lady Tigers opened play 
in the LIC tournament Sat-
urday, Jan. 18,  and left little 
doubt as to who the team to 
beat for the tourney champi-
onship was going to be.

After just eight minutes of 
play. Paris held a 27-2 lead 
over the Robinson Lady Ma-
roons, then cruised to a 60-27 
victory. 

In fact, the Tigers scored 
the first 19 points of the con-
test as the starters saw just 
two quarters of action.

Leading the scoring for the 
Tigers was Sarah Isaf with 
16 points. She was followed 
closely by Karrington Krabel 
with an all-around effort of 
13 points, five rebounds, four 
assists, and five steals. Trini-
ty Tingley, Jenna Gates, and 
Katelyn Littleton had 7 points 
apiece, Madyson Rigdon add-
ed six and Kendra Young had 
four. 

The Lady Tigers were an 
amazing 11-of-12 from the 
free throw line in the game.

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior guard Jenna Gates (1) takes off on a steal, 
encouraged by fellow senior Sarah Isa (14) during the LIC tour-
ney title game Thursday, Jan. 23, at Robinson High School. Paris 
took its third consecutive tourney title and is now 26-0 for the 
season.
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18 point barrage with Pollock 
scoring eight and McClain 
adding six. 

The Knights continued to 
go back to Stephens in an at-
tempt to get back within strik-
ing distance as he scored nine 
of the 13 Blue Ridge points.  

Tri-County held a 50-40 
lead heading into the final 
eight minutes.

In the fourth quartwr, the 
Titans kept their foot on the 
accelerator, getting a combi-
nation of good passing, open 
shots and solid free throw 
shooting.

 The Titans went 9 of 13 
from the charity stripe along 
with six buckets as TCT 
scored 23 points in the fourth 
quarter.  

Eakle finished off his 

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

bounce back night scoring 
seven of those 23 points.  

The barrage was just 
too much for the Knights 
to handle as Blue Ridge 
hit five shots and two free 
throws for 12 points sealing 
the 21- point Titan win.

Tri-County went 25 of 
64 for 39.1 percent and 12 
of 21 from the line for 57.1 
percent.  The Titans hit 11 
of 22 three point shots for 
50 percent.  

Three Titan players hit 
double figures with Cole 
McClain finishing with 20 
points while CJ Eakle added 
19 off the bench and Mitch 
Pollock had 18.  The Titans 
did a great job handling the 
basketball committing only 
eight turnovers.

Blue Ridge went 21 of 64 
for 32.8 percent and 7 of 15 
from the foul line.
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Choices Pregnancy and 
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community for rallying to 

provide 16  new windows.
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public defender. 
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is here amid dense debate 
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a few survivors remain.
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BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The City 

of Chrisman now has a public 

works supervisor position.

Council members dis-

cussed creating the new po-

sition during an executive 

session at the regular city 

meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 

supervisor. I’m distressed by 

the amount of work I think is 

not getting done,” Commis-

sioner Bryan Haddix said be-

fore the vote to go into execu-

tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-

mission form of city gov-

ernment, each of the elected 

officials is responsible for 

overseeing a department of 

local government, but the 

council members also have 

fulltime jobs and are not al-

ways available to manage daily 

operations of city employ-

ees. Haddix is responsible for 

Chrisman’s sewage treatment 

plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 

water commissioner, Thad 

Crispin is the streets and alley 

commissioner, Tyler Alex-

ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 

oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 

as the city’s first public works 

supervisor for a 90-day pro-

bationary period at $21 per 

hour. A condition of employ-

ment is he must work toward 

obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-

erator license and following 

that obtain a water operator 

license. 
“It is all public works,” said 

Crispin. “We are looking for 

somebody to oversee the wa-

ter, sewer and street depart-

ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 

position Monday, Dec. 9. As 

part of the restructuring, the 

council also set the official 

workday for city employees as 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
In another matter, Haddix 

reported meeting with li-

censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 

who the city hired to capture 

skunks. At least six skunks 

have been caught in the latest 

round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 

has the worst infestation of 

skunks of any community he 

has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 

different approach to the ver-

min problem. He noted this 

is the second or third time 

the city has hired Tweedy but 

that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-

gap and does not address the 

real problem.
A single, dilapidated and 

empty house is apparently the 

denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-

erty owner to court and get 

the house demolished,” said 

Wolfe.
Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job

City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 

for the Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket program and chairman 

Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 

than every other year,” said Bar-

rett. “Our money donations are 

down about 50 percent from the 

last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 

people are signing up to receive 

the free box of food that provides 

everything needed to prepare a 

Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-

ation annually provides 350 such 

boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, to Edgar County families. 

Barrett said that list usually fills 

within three or four days, but there 

were still some openings on the 

list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 

6, interview.
He speculated a change in the 

signup procedure may be caus-

ing some confusion about how 

to request a basket. Any family in 

Edgar County in need of a Christ-

mas food basket must call the 

Paris Township office, 463-7215, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-

day through Wednesday. Barrett 

emphasized the last day to ask for 

a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 

11. No more calls will be accept-

ed after that and the Communi-

ty Nurse Association will move 

ahead with whatever number ex-

ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 

the end of the week to get every-

thing purchased the next week 

that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-

is, organizations and businesses 

annually hold food drives to help 

supply the baskets but it is still 

necessary to buy some items that 

cannot be donated or where some 

areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket contains a ham, mac-

aroni and cheese, green beans, 

corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 

potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 

loaves of bread, apples, oranges 

and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 

volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS

swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 

village board members unan-

imously agreed to cash in a 

certificate of deposit in order 

to have operating money in 

the village’s general fund in 

order to purchase a new po-

lice squad vehicle and cover 

bills and payroll for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 

boost the general fund,” said 

village president Ross Car-

rell, noting the village, like 

most Illinois small towns, 

is struggling with budget 

issues. The CD, located 

at Longview Bank, is for 

$33,327.87.
The board approved the 

purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 

Department. Kansas Police 

Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-

ated the purchase price of the 

2011 Ford Expedition with 

low mileage of 21,324 miles 

at a cost of $18,370. Title and 

plates will cost the village an 

additional $103, Goodwin 

told the board. 

Board members unani-

mously approved the pur-

chase because the village’s 

2006 auxiliary car has 

reached more than 154,000 

miles and is now costing the 

village a substantial amount 

of money in repairs. Good-

win estimates it is currently 

costing more than 65 cents 

per mile to maintain the ag-

ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-

sued three citations, five writ-

ten warnings and 13 verbal 

warnings. Officers responded 

to two accidents and resolved 

four complaints along with 

assisting three motorists and 

assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 

Brown was present at the 

meeting to discuss the Shop 

With A Cop program. In its 

27th year, the countywide 

program is the largest in the 

state and will serve more than 

350 children in Edgar Coun-

ty this year, specifically help-

ing approximately 70 youth 

in Kansas. 
“We don’t turn any child 

away,” said Brown, noting 

this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 

14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 

with more than 65 volunteers 

to help participants purchase 

$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-

ed unanimously to donate 

$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 

With A Cop program, the 

same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 

continue the village’s annu-

al holiday lighting contest. 

Winners with the best-dec-

orated property will receive 

cash prizes of $25 for third 

place, $50 for second place 

and $75 for the grand prize 

winning light display.

In annual business the 

board approved the property 

tax levy, which will increase 

a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 

were $12,000 in the general 

corporation revenue fund; 

$4,000 increase in the police 

protection; $3,809 in the 

general liability insurance 

fund; and $6,042 in the audi-

tor’s fund. 
“We bumped everything 

up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:

Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-

sor the 2019 Kansas High 

School Holiday Basketball 

Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 

the village water department 

to not exceed approximately 

$500. The refurbished meter 

will come with a warranty 

said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 

demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 

unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 

Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 

back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 

first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 

National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 

showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 

6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 

unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 

The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 

which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 

complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 

and Washington.
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Grace Lutheran Church’s Christmas concert will showcase English carols, and the reception has English Christmas treats. GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K targeted within a day of each other, it is unclear if the incidents are related. NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward to continuing M&M Mower Repair’s record of great customer service as he takes over the shop from Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood home of heroic war correspondent Ernie Pyle is now integrally linked to Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats are a scrumptious and heartfelt way to wish someone a happy holiday. C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for the Paris Tigers as they fell to Teutopolis Tuesday and the Marshall Lions Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation and have fun with us on Facebook! Search for The Prairie Press and “like” us.

Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-

ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 

never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 

wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 

are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 

Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 

win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 

evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 

She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 

a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 

exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazingBY SAMANTHA TUCKERsamantha@prairiepress.net
Needlepoint has a simple descrip-tion: it is the art of embroidering on canvas. But like a knotted thread, something that seems simple can actually be full of hidden com-plexity, and that is the conclusion viewers reach when they visit Rose-ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs back through her entire life, sprout-ing as a child as she watched her be-loved grandmother at work. “My Grandma Zimmerly was a professional seamstress,” said Moss. Moss spent lots of time as a child with her grandmother and quickly picked up some textile skills. By age five she could even hem dresses for some of her grandma’s customers.Embroidery was the natural con-tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. She began embroidering gifts and 4-H projects, and her creativity grew from there. As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway School of Needle Arts in Georgia, but until then she was self-taught by necessity. Most of the needlepoint patterns available to her only called for one kind of stitch. Moss found them boring.
“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those stitches had names and were written in books,” she said. In 1986, she was one of 24 women from across the state awarded a commission to design a needlepoint chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRYghenry@prairiepress.net
A split Edgar County Board vot-ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a referendum question on the March 2020 ballot seeking voter approval to create a 1 percent safety tax to help address issues with the Edgar County Jail and the need for more money to cover public safety ex-penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 percent school facilities tax voters approved in 2016. It is a sales tax but does not apply on every pur-chase. Groceries and medicine are exempt as are big-ticket purchases like automobiles. The tax does ap-ply to prepared food meant either for on site or off sight consumption as well as other purchases. Passage of the tax will not increase property taxes as it applies only to retail pur-chases. 
Some discussion about the tax occurred at the board meeting but the in-depth conversation was during the Monday, Dec. 9, study session. The issues at that time were whether or not to seek the tax, if it should be three-quarters of a per-cent or 1 percent and the wisdom of attaching a sunset clause to the tax as part of the referendum.Board member John Chittick previously suggested the sunset clause as a way of making the tax more palatable to voters, but other board members saw that as a poten-tial hamstring in the future.“We are underfunded, and it is not just for the jail, but our depu-ties and others are underpaid com-pared to what other counties are doing,” said board member Derrick Lorenzen. “Those problems are not going away. It doesn’t make sense to have a sunset clause.”Board member Dan Bruner also had reservations about a sun-set provision. He said it may take some time yet to reach a final deci-sion regarding the jail and if a new facility is needed the revenue from the public safety tax can pay the bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent safety sales tax

State statues control how money is used for public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A
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Junior League play continues
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

Another week of Paris City 
League Basketball is in the 
books as the players contin-
ue improving ball handling 
and shooting while trying to 
help their team earn another 
victory. 

This week’s winners were 
the Panthers, Cardinals, 
Hawks and the Tigers.

CARDINALS 18,  EAGLES 13
The Cards jumped out to a 

4-0 lead at the end of the first 
quarter. The Eagles scored 
three points in the second 
quarter while holding the 
Cardinals to just two points. 

The third quarter was hot 
for the Cardinals as they 
scored 10 points while the 
Eagles were unable to score.

Carson Throneburg got 
hot for the Eagles during the 
final quarter and became a 
scoring machine with eight 
points. After trailing by 13 
points, the Eagles cut the lead 
down to five points before 
the Cardinals held on for an 
18-13 win. 

Myah Bartos and Carter 
Eastham led the Cardinals 
with six points each. Carter 
Crippes followed up with 
four points and Benton Wil-
son added a basket.

The Eagles were led by 
Throneburg with eight 
points. Mason Barrett and 
Parker Sivertson each had a 
basket and Sadie Sallee added 
a free throw.

HAWKS 22,  LIONS 15
The Lions got off to a slow 

start in the seond game of the 
afternoon but finished the 
game strong with 10 points 
in the final quarter and made 
the Hawks work for their 22-
15 win.  

At the end of the first quar-
ter, the Hawks held a 7-2 lead 
and doubled that lead at the 
half, 14-4. 

The Hawks returned to the 
court and chalked up another 
six points in the third quarter 
while the Lions struggled and 
only added a free throw. 

Although it was a little late,  
the Lions got a burst of ener-
gy and added 10 points in the 
final period while the Hawks 
had a bucket. 

Emma Kraemer led the 
Hawks with seven points. 
Carter Wilson and Gavin 
Reed each had four points.  
Andre Calhoun had a buck-
et and a free throw. Alivyah 
Lankster and Paisley Reed 
each had a bucket.

Brody Quinn led his team 
eight points. Jarrel Hallorn 

connected with a couple of 
buckets. Taylor Fudge had a 
basket and Drew Kirby added 
a free throw.

PANTHERS 20, BEARS 8
The opening quarter was a 

slow start for both teams as 
the Panthers had only one 
bucket and the Bears a single 
free throw. 

The Panthers finally start-
ed hitting some buckets 
throughout the second quar-
ter and took a 10-1 lead at 
halftime. 

Scoring was a challenge 
for both teams in the third 
quarter as the Panthers only 
added four points while hold-
ing the Bears to a single free 
throw.

The Panthers held a 14-2 
advantage heading into the 
fourth quarter as both teams 
added six points. 

Sean Dunn was the lead-
ing scorer for the Panthers 
with eight points. Bryson 
Brown, Dawson Rogers, Car-
ter Delashmit, Karic Mason 
and Leyton Mattingly each 
had two points and Nathan 
Delashmit finished with a 
free throw.  

Bears player Gabriel Roush 
had three points for the af-
ternoon. Conner Little was 
credited for a basket.  Parker 

Sanders, Nathan Fonner and 
Eyan Keys each had a free 
throw.

TIGERS 32, COLTS 17
The Tigers took an 8-0 lead 

in the opening quarter, even-
tually extending that to 16-0 
at halftime. 

While the Colts managed 
to score their first points in 
the third quarter, they were 
unable to halt the Tigers as 
they fell behind further at 27-
10. 

The Colts added seven 
points in the fourth quarter 
as the Tigers scored five, lead-
ing to a 32-17 victory for the 
Tigers. 

Owen Jones led the Colts 
with six points. Sklyer Sweet 
and Dylan Flores each had 
five points. Pailynne Camp 
added a free throw.  

Garret Rigdon was on fire 
for the Tigers with 12 points. 
Brody Whitaker connected 
with three outside shots for 
six points. Landen Taylor and 
Levi Bartley each had four 
points. Brayden Rogers fin-
ished with three points and 
Caison Whitaker had a buck-
et. Macy Bicknell made a free 
throw. 

League play continues 
Sunday with the first game at 
12:30 p.m. at Eveland Gym.

Lady Eagle volleyball season underway
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Crestwood seventh 
and eighth grade volleyball 
teams had decidedly different 
results across the past week. 
The seventh grade team went 
a combined 2-1 while the 
eighth grade team went 0-3, 
with contests coming against 
Windsor, Mayo and Hutson-
ville. 

CRESTWOOD VS. HUTSONVILLE 
The seventh grade team 

managed to beat Hutsonville 
in two sets on January 14th, 
winning 27-25 and 25-20. 
Kynlee Shanks tallied three 
aces in the contest. Samantha 
Kindred had a team-high five 
aces and one kill. Abby Puritt 
had four aces and three kills. 
Hailey Yantis had one ace and 

two kills. 
The eighth grade team won 

its first set 25-21 but lost the 
last two sets to Hutsonville 
25-21 and 27-25. Jami Wallace 
had three digs, two kills and 
one ace. Aubree Leader had 
three digs and one ace. Bella 
Asbury had two kills. Gracie 
Dyer had two aces. Samantha 
Kindred had eight aces. Hai-
ley Yantis had three aces and 
one dig. Alaina Boren had one 
ace. Abby Pruitt had one ace. 

CRESTWOOD VS. MAYO 
On January 13th, the sev-

enth grade team lost its only 
contest of the week against 
Mayo, falling in three sets at 
21-25, 25-19 and 25-16. Hai-
ley Yantis led the team with 
three aces and two kills. Annie 
Pruitt had seven aces and one 

kill. Kynlee Shanks had six 
aces and one kill. Samantha 
Kindred had four aces. Abby 
Pruitt had two aces and one 
kill. 

The eighth grade team 
fought hard, losing by a com-
bined four points. 

The Lady Eagles fell in the 
first set 26-24 while dropping 
an equally close second set 
25-23. 

Samantha Kindred had two 
aces. Gracie Dyer had four 
aces. Bella Asbury had three 
kills. Aubree Leader had two 
aces. Skylar Foote had four 
aces. Jami Wallace had three 
aces. Hailey Yantis had one 
ace. 
CRESTWOOD VS. WINDSOR

The seventh grade team 
kicked off its week on Janu-
ary 9th, at Windsor, winning 

its first set 25-19. The Lady 
Eagles used that momentum 
to win the second set as well 
at 25-16. The team was led by 
Abby Pruitt with seven ser-
vice aces. Kynlee Shanks had 
two aces. Annie Pruitt had 
three aces. Hailey Yantis had 
four aces 

The eighth grade team 
struggled in the first set 
against Windsor, falling 25-
17. 

The team was unable to 
overcome its early deficit, fall-
ing in the second set 25-20. 

Samantha Kindred led the 
team with four aces. Gracie 
Dyer had two aces. Aubree 
Leader Bella Asbury and Jami 
Wallace each had three points. 
Hailey Yantis had three aces. 
Alaina Boren had one service 
ace. 
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McGee earns HOF honors
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris resident Don McGee 
was recently honored with 
another accolade honoring 
his long association with Illi-
nois basketball.

He was recently inducted 
into the Wheaton-Warren-
ville High School Sports Hall 
of Fame. During an 11-year 
tenure as head coach of the 
Wheaton Central basketball 
team, McGee coached the 
1981 team to a 26-7 record 
and fourth place finish in 
the Class AA state basketball 
tournament. Wheaton also 
had the winningest record in 
the Dupage Valley Confer-
ence while he coached at the 
school.

The recent 
honor joins 
others Mc-
Gee has col-
lected over 
the years. He 
is a member 
of the Ches-

ter Sports Hall of Fame as a 
player from the 1955 team. 
He is also a member of the 
Illinois Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame and 
the Thornton Township High 
School Sports Hall of Fame. 

After graduating from 
Chester High School, Mc-
Gee played basketball at 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale and had a 44-
year coaching career at sev-
eral schools. 

MCGEE

Here are the girls prep basketball polls 
with rank, team, first-place votes, record 
and total points.

Class 4A
School W-L Pts Prv
1. Benet (3) 18-2 54 1
2. Edwardsville 16-1 49 T2
3. Evanston Township (3) 16-2 46 3
4. Maine West 18-3 43 T2
5. Lincoln Way West 20-2 39 5
6. Marist 19-3 34 6
7. Whitney Young 17-6 21 T9
8. Libertyville 16-4 13 8
9. Homewood-Flossmoor 16-4 9 
T9
10. Fremd 15-6 6 10

Others receiving votes: Hersey 5. 
Lake Forest 4. Bolingbrook 4. O’Fallon 2. 
Dundee-Crown 1.

Class 3A
School W-L Pts Prv
1. Morton (7) 23-0 70 1
2. Bethalto Civic Memorial 19-2 59 2
3. Montini 21-3 58 3
4. Simeon 21-2 42 8
5. Richwoods 20-5 41 4
6. Peoria Central 18-3 28 T5
7. Geneseo 19-2 27 T5

7. Kankakee 21-4 27 7
9. Decatur MacArthur 19-2 10 
T10
10. Rich South 19-3 9 9

Others receiving votes: Rock Island 7. 
Kenwood 6. Springfield Lanphier 1.

Class 2A
School W-L Pts Prv
1. Paris (9) 24-0 107 1
2. Knoxville 24-1 83 3
(tie) Carterville 21-1 83 2
4. Quincy Notre Dame (1) 15-0 80 5
5. Harrisburg 22-2 62 6
6. Chicago Marshall (1) 12-8 54 4
7. Riverdale 15-3 43 7
8. Teutopolis 15-4 38 8
9. Normal University 16-8 10 10
10. Carlinville 18-3 8 NR

Others receiving votes: Sullivan 7. 
Marshall 6. Pana 5. Lisle 5. Fairbury 
Prairie Central 3. Nashville 3. Rock 
Falls 3. Mendota 2. Breese Mater Dei 
1. Petersburg PORTA 1. Freeburg 1.

Class 1A
School W-L Pts Prv
1. Amboy (7) 20-1 86 2
2. Lewistown (2) 21-1 78 1
3. Brimfield 21-1 75 3
4. Lanark Eastland 21-3 64 4
5. Jacksonville Routt 19-2 42 T7
6. Aquin 20-5 37 5
7. Hope Academy 16-1 33 9
8. Princeville 20-3 20 10
(tie) Colfax Ridgeview 20-2 20 T7
10. Altamont 18-3 14 6

Others receiving votes: Aurora 
Christian 11. Shiloh 9. Hope 2. Father 
McGivney Catholic 2. Gardner-South 
Wilmington 1. Mason City Illini Central 
1.

LATEST GIRLS PREP POLL
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our neighbors. 
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 CALL US TODAY
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AND!
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OFF ENTIRE
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®
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Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 
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February 8th, 2020

Edgar County
Pheasants Forever

Banquet

$50    Membership/Dinner

$250 Sponsor

$10    Spouse Dinner 

$10    Youth Membership/Dinner

$0      Sponsor Guest

Doors Open at 5:00  
Dinner at 6:00

Knight of Columbus Hall
614 N Main St, Paris IL

Special to The Prairie Press

New York Giants quarterback Eli Manning celebrates after winning the Super Bowl in 2012. On 
Friday, the two-time champion announced his retirement from football. 

Eli Manning retires
BY TOM CANAVAN
 AP Sports Writer

EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. (AP) — Eli Manning is 
ending a 16-year NFL career 
that saw him recognized as a 
great quarterback, a leader, a 
solid citizen and the man who 
led the New York Giants back 
into prominence with two Su-
per Bowl titles.

Manning, who set almost 
every Giants passing record 
in career solely based in 
New Jersey’s Meadowlands, 
has retired, the Giants said 
Wednesday. He will formally 
announce his retirement on 
Friday and there is little doubt 
the team will retire his No. 10 
jersey.

“For 16 seasons, Eli Man-
ning defined what it is to be a 
New York Giant both on and 
off the field,” John Mara, the 
Giants’ president and chief 
executive officer said in a 
statement.

“Eli is our only two-time 
Super Bowl MVP and one 
of the very best players in 
our franchise’s history. He 
represented our franchise as 
a consummate professional 
with dignity and account-
ability. It meant something 
to Eli to be the Giants quar-
terback, and it meant even 
more to us. We are beyond 
grateful for his contribu-
tions to our organization 
and look forward to cele-
brating his induction into 
the Giants Ring of Honor in 
the near future.”

The recently turned 
39-year-old’s future had been 
in doubt since the end of the 
season. Manning’s contract 
with the Giants expired after 
the 4-12 season and there 
was little chance he would be 
returning after losing his long-
time starting job to rookie 
Daniel Jones.

Manning said he wanted 
to think about his future after 
the season and roughly three 
weeks after the season end-
ed he decided his career was 
over.

He leaves the NFL with 
as many Super Bowl titles 
as his brother, Peyton, who 
retired after leading the Den-
ver Broncos to a title after the 
2015 season.

The Giants acquired Man-
ning from San Diego on draft 
day in 2004 after the Ole Miss 
quarterback told the Chargers 
he did not want to play for 
them and forced the deal that 
general manager Ernie Accor-
si gladly accepted.

It started a major turn-

around for a team that was 
4-12 the previous season.

Manning replaced Hall of 
Famer Kurt Warner as the 
starter for then-new coach 
Tom Coughlin after nine 
games. They won the NFC 
East the following season.

Within three seasons, the 
Giants won their first NFL 
championship since the 1990 
season and Manning got his 
first Super Bowl MVP award, 
knocking off the previously 
unbeaten New England Pa-
triots. The second came after 
the 2011 season when Man-
ning and company again beat 
Tom Brady, Bill Belichick and 
the Pats.

In both games, Man-
ning hit a clutch late pass on 
game-winning drives. He 
and David Tyree hooked up 
on the helmet catch in the 
first one and he found Mario 
Manningham on sideline go 
pattern in the second, igniting 
an 88-yard drive.

“Eli Manning not only is 
the quarterback on those 
great teams, but he is the 
MVP of the Super Bowls,” 
Coughlin said. “He’s an in-
credible big- game perform-
er. You talk about a guy that’s 
great to coach, focused every 
day, took tremendous pride 
in preparing, practice, had 
a great sense of humor, was 
a cynic in the locker room. 
But the guys loved him and 
they loved him for it, and they 
played for him. The guys that 
had the opportunity to play 
with him know what it’s like 
to be with a guy with as much 
talent, as much grit, as much 
determination.”

Manning is the only player 
in Giants’ history to play 16 
seasons. His 236 regular-sea-
son games (234 starts) and 
248 total games are team re-
cords.

From Nov. 21, 2004, 
through Nov. 23, 2017, Man-
ning started 210 consecutive 
regular-season games, then 
the second-longest streak by 
a quarterback in NFL histo-
ry (to Brett Favre’s 297). Af-
ter sitting out one game, he 
started the next 22 in a row, 
giving him 232 starts in 233 
games — plus 12 postsea-
son games. Manning never 
missed a game because of 
injury.

Manning is sixth in NFL 
history with 8,119 attempts 
and seventh with 4,895 com-
pletions, 57,023 yards and 
366 touchdown passes. He 
also has the franchise’s highest 
career completion rate (60.29 

percent). He was selected to 
four Pro Bowls.

There are many who think 
he is the Giants’ greatest quar-
terback, although others will 
debate that honor belongs to 
either Y.A. Tittle or Charlie 
Conerly.

Manning started the first 
two games of the recently 
concluded season before re-
cently fired coach Pat Shur-
mur replaced him with Jones, 
the No. 6 pick overall in the 
draft. He started two more 
games in December after 
Jones sprained an ankle and 
led the Giants to a win over 
Miami in his final start at 
MetLife Stadium.

Off the field, Manning has 
donated his time to many 
charitable events. He was the 
co-recipient of the Walter 
Payton NFL Man of the Year 
Award in 2016 with Larry 
Fitzgerald of the Arizona Car-
dinals.

During the Super Bowl 
week, Manning will be pre-
sented with the 2020 Athletes 
in Action/Bart Starr Award 
for serving as a positive role 
model to his family, team-
mates and community.

Manning is one of just five 
players in NFL history to win 
multiple Super Bowl MVP 
awards, joined by Brady, Joe 
Montana, Terry Bradshaw 
and Starr. Manning is one of 
21 quarterbacks to win a Su-
per Bowl without losing one 
and one of 12 to win at least 
two Super Bowls.

In the 2004 draft, the Gi-
ants picked fourth and select-
ed quarterback Philip Rivers. 
Accorsi sent Rivers, their 
third-round choice in 2004 
(No. 65 overall), and first and 
fifth-round picks in the 2005 
draft to the Chargers for Man-
ning.

It was the game-changing 
deal for the Giants.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Tigers are hosting the 2020 Little Illini Conference Boys Tourney beginning Saturday 
at PHS. Paris is scheduled to play Olney at 6 p.m. 

Illini tied for first place
BY NOAH TRISTER
 AP Sports Writer

What to watch in Big 
Ten basketball this week-
end:

GAME OF THE WEEKEND
No. 21 Illinois at 

Michigan, Saturday. The 
Illini (14-5, 6-2) are tied 
for first place in the league 
after No. 11 Michigan 
State’s loss at Indiana on 
Thursday night. 

That’s a big deal for Illi-
nois, which hasn’t finished 
above .500 in conference 
play since 2010. Coach 
Brad Underwood’s team 
has won five straight 
games, and the Illini now 
face a Michigan team that’s 
going through a rough 
stretch. 

The Wolverines (11-7, 
2-5), who have been with-
out injured forward Isaiah 
Livers, have lost three in a 
row and four of their last 
five. 

Illinois guard Alan 
Griffin was suspended 
two games for stepping on 
Purdue’s Sasha Stefanovic 
in a game Tuesday. Illinois 
beat Michigan 71-62 when 

the teams met in December.

LOOKING AHEAD
No. 19 Iowa (14-5, 5-3) 

has won four straight and 
will host Wisconsin (12-7, 
5-3) on Monday night. A 
win there would set up a bit 
of a showdown between the 
Hawkeyes and No. 17 Mary-
land (15-4, 5-3) later next 
week. Michigan State’s loss 
Thursday left seven teams 
within a game of each other 
at the top of the league.

PLAYER TO WATCH
After scoring only 10 

points combined against 
Ohio State and Rutgers, In-
diana’s Trayce Jackson-Davis 
rebounded with 18 against 
Nebraska last weekend and 
12 in the win over Michigan 
State. The 6-foot-9 freshman 
leads the Hoosiers in scoring 
and rebounding.

INSIDE THE NUMBERS
Rutgers is back in the AP 

Top 25 for the first time in 
over 40 years. The Scarlet 
Knights were No. 24 this 
week. It was the first time 
Rutgers was ranked since the 
final AP poll of the 1978-79 

season. The Scarlet Knights, 
however, lost at Iowa on 
Wednesday night..

Big Ten home teams are 
now 44-11 in league play, 
but four of the losses came in 
the past three days. North-
western and Purdue lost 
on Tuesday, Michigan fell 
Wednesday, and Ohio State 
went down Thursday. 

Purdue and Wisconsin 
are two of the slowest-paced 
teams in the country, ranking 
347th and 350th (out of 353 
teams) in adjusted tempo by 
kenpom.com.

ON THE WOMEN’S SIDE
No. 22 Northwestern (17-

2, 7-1) extended its winning 
streak to five with an 85-59 
rout of Penn State and a 76-
48 win at Michigan State. The 
Wildcats are tied with No. 19 
Iowa for first place.

The Hawkeyes (16-3, 7-1) 
have won seven in a row after 
beating Ohio State 77-68. 
Next up for Northwestern is 
a game at No. 20 Maryland 
on Sunday. 

The Terrapins (15-4, 6-2) 
have won four in a row, in-
cluding a 76-62 victory over 
No. 17 Indiana on Monday.
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MATTOON — If there 

was any doubt in anyone’s 

mind the Paris Lady Tigers 

could handle the Mattoon 

Lady Green Wave, those were 

dispelled in the first eight 

minutes of Wednesday’s con-

test.
In one of the more high-

ly-anticipated matchups of 

the new year, the Paris Lady 

Tigers blew out the 18-1 class 

3A Apollo Conference team 

60-29.
Paris — ranked first in the 

Associated Press Class 2A 

poll for the second week in 

a row — put their 22-game 

winning streak on the line 

against 14th-ranked Class 3A 

Lady Green Wave in a game 

featuring two teams with sim-

ilar styles. 
The big difference in this 

game is one team dominated 

on the defensive end of the 

court. Paris held Mattoon to 

just 11 points in the second 

half en route to a 60-29 victo-

ry in a game that had plenty of 

press heading in.

The Mattoon gym was pret-

ty evenly split between fans 

of the Lady Tigers and fans 

of the home team in spite of 

the fact that the junior varsity 

contest tipped off at 5 p.m. 

The Lady Tigers never 

trailed in the contest and led 

by 34 at one point in the sec-

ond half. 
While their offensive per-

formance was considered 

subpar based on their scoring 

outputs earlier in the season, 

their defensive performance 

is what had fans talking on 

their way out of the Mattoon 

gym.
At the end of the first 

quarter, the Lady Tigers held 

a 19-8 lead. Mattoon was 

forced to use one of their tim-

eouts during an 8-0 Paris run. 

The second quarter was 

much the same as the visitors 

forced another timeout on 

their way 38-18 halftime lead 

buy outscoring the hosts 19-

10 period. 
Even for those fans who 

have been watching the Lady 

Tigers all season, what took 

place in the third quarter was 

nothing short of miraculous.

Paris held Mattoon to just 

one made basket and one 

made free throw while scor-

ing 13 points. 
With the IHSA mandated 

running clock in the fourth 

quarter, Paris Coach Dave 

Tingley emptied his bench at 

the six minute mark.

When asked after the game 

what the feeling was in the 

locker room following their 

23rd win, Tingley answered, 

“Pure bliss.” 
“We really felt like we let 

one get away last year (a three-

point loss for the Tigers). I 

know that it is two different 

teams, but the fact that these 

teams have combined for just 

one loss adds to that. We did 

not underestimate this team 

by any means and to the girls 

it is just validation of the fact 

that they just beat a really 

good team by 30 points.”

Senior Sarah Isaf once again 

led the way with 22 points 

in the contest — including 

hitting three three-pointers. 

Karrington Krabel recorded a 

double-double with 14 points 

and 15 rebounds. Madys-

on Rigdon knocked down a 

pair of threes on her way to 

10 points in the game. Jenna 

Gates had nine points and five 

assists in the game, and Kait-

lyn Littleton added five points 

off of the bench.

Rigdon was also tasked 

with guarding Mattoon’s lead-

ing scorer Mallory Ramage 

and held her to just 13 points.

The Lady Tigers will begin 

action today in the Little Illi-

ni Conference tournament as 

they face Robinson at 3 p.m. 

Should they win that game, 

they will play again on Tues-

day evening at 6 p.m. against 

the winner of the Marshall/

Newton. 
The championship game is 

scheduled for Thursday at 8 

p.m. and if the seedings hold, 

may fature a rematch bewteen 

the Lady Tigers and the lney 

Lady Tigers.
All games will be played at 

Robinson High School.

PARIS 65, EFFINGHAM 32

The Paris Lady Tigers re-

turned to their home floor for 

just the second time in 2020 

on Monday as they hosted the 

Effingham Hearts.

Effingham hardly knew 

what hit them as the Tigers 

grabbed a 25-point lead at 

the half, then cruised to a 65-

32 victory. With the win, the 

Lady Tigers improved to 22-0 

ahead of their showdown 

at Mattoon on Wednesday 

night. Effingham fell to 7-11 

on the season.
Paris came out on fire in 

this game scoring the first 

eight points of the contest. In 

fact, the Tigers set their sea-

son-high in three-point bas-

kets with 13 and could have 

had many more. 

Coach Dave Tingley is al-

ways looking for areas for his 

top-ranked squad to improve, 

and offensive rebounding was 

one of those areas. However, 

it is difficult to improve in that 

area when the team shoots 

over 60 percent for the game.

Sarah Isaf led all scorers in 

the game with 22 points — 

including four 3-pointers- 

— and six rebounds. Kate-

lyn Littleton came off the 

bench and knocked down a 

pair of threes on her way to 

11 points. Trinity Tingley 

also made a couple of shots 

beyond the arc to finish as 

the only other Tiger in dou-

ble-figures with 10. Jenna 

Gates scored eight points 

and handed out six assists, 

Madyson Rigdon had sev-

en points and three steals, 

Kendra Young added three, 

and Karrington Krabel and 

Deming Hawkins finished 

with two points each.
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Tigers 
fall to
ALAH 
BY DAN DUNDAS 

dandundas82@gmail.com

ARTHUR — After de-

feating them in the Kansas 

Holiday Tournament, the 

Paris Tigers struggled to 

put away Arthur-Loving-

ton/Atwood-Hammond 

in a non-conference game 

Monday, falling 61-54. 

The Tigers got off a 

strong first half start 

against ALAH, only to see 

it slip away in a tough third 

quarter, where the Knights 

pressured the Tigers into 

turnovers to permanently 

take the lead. 
Paris Head Coach Chase 

Brinkley knows it’s a famil-

iar story. 
“By this point, any team 

that watches us knows that 

we can be pressured and 

we have to be ready,” Brin-

kley said. “We’ll have guys 

not want to come get the 

ball on pressure because 

they don’t want to be the 

next one to deal with it 

when it’s their turn. We 

didn’t handle it well and 

they took advantage of it.”

The Tigers and Knights 

exchanged punches to 

start to the game, with Par-

is coming out aggressive 

on defense. Paris secured 

three-pointers from Sul-

livan to open the game, 

and Hutchings later in the 

quarter. 
“We had some good 

shots even in the first quar-

ter that rolled out of the 

rim, and we held them to 

only two points in the sec-

ond quarter. However, we 

knew they good shooters 

that hadn’t connected in 

the first half, and out good 

defense was part of it,” the 

Paris coach said.

That second quarter of 

play was filled with high-

lights for Paris, as the Ti-

gers followed their game 

plan. 
Hutchings scored 9 of 

the Tigers first 11 points 

on drives to the paint and 

a three-pointer. ALAH fi-

nally got a bucket on a put-

back and entered the half 

down 25-12. 
Paris continued to 

stretch its lead in the third 

quarter, as King opened 

the half with a three, and 

Sullivan got two more bas-

kets to make it 32-16. 

But then the wheels fell 

off for the Tigers. 

ALAH slowly started 

converting points in the 

paint, which allowed them 

to set up their press after 

the made baskets. 

Even with a Sullivan 

three, the Knights cut it to 

35-27 with 1:30 remaining 

in the third. The Knights 

took advantage of two 

more turnovers from Paris, 

cutting the lead to 35-34 

on a three-pointer with 

two seconds left. 

“If a team has good 

shooters, you keep them 

on one side of the floor 

and out of the paint so 

they can’t suck in your 

strong side defense. That 

wasn’t the case for us in the 

second half.” Brinkley said. 

The fourth quarter had 

some strong offense for 

both teams as the Tigers 

received baskets from 

Hutchings, Sullivan and 

Zack Farnham. With the 

game tied at 48 with 2:45 

left, ALAH proceeded 

to take a significant lead, 

See PARIS, Page 10A

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 

goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm

Bloomington, IL

1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent

309 N Main Street

Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548

terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Lady Tigers are now 23-0
Top-ranked Class 2A Paris girls leave no doubt as they take down 1-loss Mattoon 60-29

THE SCOREBOARD TELLS THE STORY FOR THE LADY TIGERS

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers left no doubt for those who thought Wednesday’s matchup against the Mattoon Lady Green Wave might be their toughest test yet. The Class 2A 

top-rated team in Illinois never let the hosts into the game, shut down Mattoon’s leading scorer and hit eight three-pointers blow out the Class 3A team 60-29. 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Karrington Krabel goes after a loose ball 

during Wednesday’s 60-29 win over Mattoon. Krabel finished the 

game with a double-double and 14 points. and 15 rbounds.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger Sarah Isaf (14) clears a rebound during Wednes-

day’s victory over the Mattoon Lady Green Wave 60-20. Isaf 

led all scorers in the contest with 22 points — including three, 

three-pointers.

TO THE GIRLS IT IS JUST  

VALIDATION OF THE FACT THEY  

JUST BEAT A REALLY GOOD 

TEAM BY 30 POINTS.”

PARIS COACH DAVE TINGLEY

217-921-3216 
101 N. Central Ave., Paris  
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Diplomas in reach for adults

New Paris 95 program provides 21+ adults a way to earn their high school diplomas

CLASS 2A NUMBER 1 LADY TIGERS REMAIN UNBEATEN

Adonna Bennett/Prairie Press Photos

Sophomore Lady Tiger Madison Rigdon looks to pass the ball as she is pursued by members of the Effingham Hearts 

girls basketball team Monday, Jan. 13, at Paris High School. The Lady Tigers — undefeated and ranked first in Class 

2A girls basketball — rolled to an easy 65-32 victory. Paris enters the Little Illini Conference Tourney at Robinson 

with a perfect 23-0 record and seeded first.

BY NED JENISON

njension@mac.com

A major Paris industry will ex-

perience a significant expansion 

this year.
AGCO GSI, located on state 

Route 133 in the city’s west indus-

trial park, will add 150,000 square 

feet of new production and ware-

housing space on 27 acres imme-

diately west of the existing facility, 

according to an announcement 

at this week’s Paris City Council 

meeting.
Details of the expansion were 

presented at a public hearing in ad-

vance of the council session. The 

hearing was required as part of the 

city’s application for a $904,200 

Community Development Block 

Grant from the state to assist the 

expansion.
The AGCO GSI project rep-

resents a planned $10 million 

added investment into the local 

plant and creation of about 50 

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

Efforts to get the Edgar County 

Jail reopened are ongoing, if not 

always smoothly.

The one certainty is it is costing 

the county and that was a topic 

of conversation during the Mon-

day, Jan. 13, Edgar County Board 

study session.

“Since the jail shut down, we 

have spent $44,000 for housing 

prisoners in three jails during De-

cember,” said board member Karl 

Farnham Jr.

That amount does not include 

the fuel and wear and tear on ve-

hicles transporting those arrested 

to other jails for housing and sub-

sequently bringing them back for 

court appearances. 

“On one trip when they went to 

Coles County they needed three 

or four squad cars,” Farnham stat-

ed.

Major 
expansion 

announced 

for GSI

Costs rack up 

for housing 

inmates outside  

of the county

See AGCO GSI, Page 8A

See SESSION, Page 8A

See DIPLOMAS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Adults who do not have 

a high school diploma have 

the opportunity to earn one, 

thanks to a new program now 

underway by Paris Union 

School District 95.

The adult education pro-

gram, unveiled to the Paris 

95 school board during its 

January meeting Monday, Jan. 

13, allows adults over the age 

of 21 to enroll in the program 

and earn a Paris Union School 

District 95 high school di-

ploma, according to Paris 95 

Superintendent of Schools 

Jeremy Larson.

The program has been a 

dream and goal of Larson’s 

since the district began offer-

ing teens and young adults the 

opportunity to earn a Paris 

High School diploma through 

the Paris Alternative Learning 

Site (PALS) in January 2019. 

That program is part of the Illi-

nois State Board of Education 

(ISBE) Alternative Learning 

Opportunities Programs. 

Paris 95 is one of a selective 

group of school districts that 

have been approved by ISBE 

for the program.

Larson reminded board 

members 41 students have 

earned diplomas in the year 

the PALS program has been in 

existence. There are currently 

29 teenagers and students 

attending the classes in the 

PALS classroom on Eads Ave.

Larson said he has always 

been interested in adult ed-

ucation but two phone calls 

this past year motivated him 

to try to move forward with 

the project.
The first call came from a 

single mother whose daughter 

will be graduating from high 

school this year. Larson said 

the woman explained she nev-

er completed her high school 

education. A diploma would 

also allow her to advance in 

her job. Larson explained the 

mother said it would mean a 

lot if she could earn her high 

school diploma at the same 

time as her daughter.

Another call came from 

local man who shared with 

Larson he is one credit shy 

of earning his high school 

diploma. He told Larson the 

personal importance he plac-

es on education and wants to 

complete his work.

In total, Larson said he has 

approximately six local adults 

— all over the age of 21 — 

who want to complete their 

high school diplomas. They 

are not eligible for participa-

tion in the PALS program due 

to the ISBE restrictions on 

that program.   

The Paris 95 district has 

received permission from the 

Illinois Community College 

Board to offer the adult edu-

cation course for a high school 

diploma, Larson announced.

Those enrolled may earn 

their diploma by either com-

pleting missing coursework 

through APEX program in 

their homes or by taking 

TASC — the Test Assessing 

Secondary Education Com-

pletion — also known as the 

National High School Equiva-

lency Exam. Larson explained 

TASC tests the areas of lan-

guage arts-reading, language 

arts-writing, mathematics, 

social studies and science.

Lady Tiger senior Sarah Isaf (14) brings down a rebound in 

Wednesday’s big win for Paris against Mattoon. The Class 

3A Lady Green Wave were no match for Paris as the Lady 

Tigers rolled to a 60-29 win. Isaf scored 22 in the win.

Madison Rigdon cuts toward the basket in girls basket-

ball action Wednesday at Mattoon. The sophomore shut 

down the Lady Green Wave’s leading scorer and also 

scored in double figures to help pace the Paris win.

Don’t miss a 

single edition!

Paris firefighter injured battling blaze

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

An early morning structure 
fire Jan. 18 at 805 Douglas 
sent Paris Fire Captain Zack 
Janis to the hospital after fall-
ing through the second story 
floor to the first floor. 

Fire chief Brian Gates con-
firmed Friday morning Janis 
is off duty on medical leave 
until a variety of doctors de-
termine he is fit to return to 
work. 

“He has a back injury and 
has to see a specialist,” said 
Gates. “The best case is he is 
off for a short time. We will 
know more after he sees more 
doctors.”

The incident reaffirms how 
dangerous firefighting is even 
with all of the training and 
technology available to fire-
fighters and their own under-
standing of the importance of 
moving cautiously and delib-
erately.

“Zack did everything by 
the book,” said Gates. “He 
was sounding the floor and 
communicating. Everyone 
did everything they were 
supposed to do and trained 
to do.”

Firefighting is not formula-
ic. Each building is different 
creating a unique scenario at 

every incident.
The department was dis-

patched at 3:29 a.m. and 
when the 
duty crew 
arrived fire 
and smoke 
a p p e a r e d 
confined to 
two down-
stairs rooms 
and the con-

tents. Access to information 
about the home or how the 
fire started was not available 
because the home’s occupant 
was unable to communicate 
with them.

“The occupant barely 
made it out with severe car-
bon monoxide poisoning,” 
said Gates, adding the occu-
pant was taken to the hospital 
by ambulance.

With the house actively 
burning, Gates said the duty 
crew entered the home with 
a 2-inch line to knock down 
the flames as quickly as pos-
sible. He added firefighters al-
ways try to fight the fire from 
inside the building when 
possible because an exterior 
attack can result in the fire 
actually spreading. The initial 
crew did a good job on the 
visible active fire. 

“When I showed up there 
were no flames,” said Gates.

He was concerned by 
what they couldn’t see. Gates 
said the house was a bal-
loon-frame structure from 

the early 1900s, meaning the 
studs are the full height of 
the house from the sill plate 
to the attic without any fire 
blocks as used in modern 
construction. 

Balloon frame houses are 
notorious for fire getting into 
the interstices between studs 
and climbing unstopped be-
tween the exterior and interi-
or walls. When that happens 
the flames can roll over in the 
attic and spread to other parts 
of the building.

Gates said even though the 
fire appeared to be out heavy 
smoke was still coming from 
the second floor and attic 
area. He added the weath-
er conditions of rain and no 
wind kept the smoke close to 
the house rather than letting 
it rise into the atmosphere. 

The scene presented an-
other puzzle because the fire 
started on the east side of the 
home but there was also fire 
burning in a west wall with 
no visible connecting fire 
between them. By that time, 
all three Paris shifts were on 
scene and the Vermilion Sta-
tion of the Paris Community 
Fire Protection District was 
en route to provide assis-
tance, and the Redmon Sta-
tion was coming in to cover 
the Paris station in the event 
of another call.

Not knowing the source 
of the west side fire or where 
other active fire was burning 

and also not knowing if there 
might be other people inside 
since the occupant was un-
able to communicate, a deci-
sion was made to do an inte-
rior search for hot spots and 
possible victims.

Firefighters do not walk 
upright inside buildings 
where heavy smoke exists. 
They crawl on their hands 
and knees to do a search or 
fight the fire. 

Janis led firefighters Mark 
Brinkerhoff and Brady Puck-
ett up the stairs to search 
the second story. They were 
equipped with a thermal cam-
era and tools for tapping on 
the floor to gauge how solid 
the surface was under them.

Gates said when the team 
reached the top of the stairs, 
Janis relayed information the 
floor felt spongy and to move 
with caution. Janis kept tap-
ping the floor as he moved 
toward a closed door.

“Firefighter Brinkerhoff 
heard him yell and reached 
out to grab him,” said Gates.

The floor gave out and Ja-
nis was caught in an awkward 
angle. One leg dangled below 
him and the other was pinned 
between him and what re-
mained of the floor. 

Brinkerhoff, who was lying 
on the stairs did get a hold of 
Janis but could not capture a 
firm grip due to his angle and 
the thick gloves of his turn-
out gear. Puckett was trying 

to maneuver in the confined 
space to also get a hold of Ja-
nis without putting any more 
weight on the floor.

Firefighter Mentor Reyn-
olds, who was in the building, 
and firefighter Brad Hecht, 
who was outside, heard 
Brinkerhoff ’s calls for help 
and tried to reach Janis in 
order to support him from 
below, but they were too late.

Gates said in piecing every-
thing together after the acci-
dent, it appears Janis lost con-
sciousness and was no longer 
able to assist in supporting 
his body. At that point, he 
became dead weight and fell. 
When firefighters reached 
him, Janis was on his hands 
and knees on the first floor. 
They got him outside and the 
Horizon Health ambulance 
crew took over care.

Another firefighter trying 
to access the second floor 
through a window reported 
a hole in the floor below the 
window. With that informa-
tion, all firefighting moved to 
an exterior attack because it 
was too dangerous to be in-
side.

Gates said what appears to 
have weakened the floor of 
the second story was a repair 
effort to the upstairs plumb-
ing. The home’s occupant had 
removed some lath and plas-
ter sections in order to gain 
access to make the repairs. 
Those repairs allowed the 

flames to gain access to the 
space between the downstairs 
ceiling and the upstairs floor. 

The flames burned along 
the floor joists providing the 
unseen transmission route to 
the west wall and also burn-
ing parts of the floor from be-
neath and leaving a thin layer 
of wood on the surface. Oth-
er areas of the floor burned 
through.

Gates said investigators are 
looking at a possible electri-
cal cause for the fire, and he 
has not yet heard from the in-
surance company if the home 
is a total loss.

According to Gates, when 
everything is considered, this 
incident could have had a 
much worse result. 

“Getting him back to work 
at 100 percent is the priority 
but a lot of parameters have 
to be met to make that hap-
pen,” said Gates. “It’s going to 
take time.” 

JANIS

Captain Zack Janis 
survives fall through 
second floor

“There are 15 in the shelter 
now. It’s crowded, ” said Brun-
er. “Most of them are pit bulls, 
which nobody wants.”

Bruner added Rural King re-
cently donated 400 pounds of 
food to the shelter.

In action items, the board 
appointed Nate Alexander to 

the Edgar County 708 Mental 
Health Board and accepted the 
resignation of Jeff Goodwin 
from the Edgar County Hous-
ing Authority Board.

County board chairman Jeff 
Voigt said Goodwin’s resigna-
tion makes the second vacancy 
on the housing board.

“The other letter is coming, 
we just don’t have it yet,” said 
Voigt.
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Elon Musk may be the P.T. 
Barnum of this generation. 
He understands the value 
of showmanship and knows 
how to monetize it.  

Tesla Motors is trading at 
$550 per share making the 
company more valuable than 
GM and Ford combined, yet 
both companies far exceed 
Tesla’s production. Tesla’s 
new Gigafactory in Shanghai 
delivered its first car from the 
Chinese factory at the end of 
December, which is a remark-
able feat since the company 
broke ground to build the 
factory in January 2019.  

Following the Apple 
model, Tesla seeks to capture 
the imagination, hearts and 
loyalty of customers. As a 
result, both companies charge 
premium prices and generate 
obscene profits. Musk is driv-
en to generate cash in order to 
fund his real passion. To para-
phrase that great philosopher 
Buzz Lightyear, “To Mars and 
Beyond!”

All of Musk’s ventures 
are primarily to pay for his 
SpaceX vision. This week 
the Crew Dragon abort test 
was picture perfect, clearing 
the way for SpaceX to collect 
on a NASA contract to ferry 
astronauts to the Space Sta-
tion. NASA has been paying 
Russia’s steep fee for crew 
transport since grounding the 
Space Shuttle in 2011. 

This week SpaceX also 
launched its next StarLink 
mission to deploy 60 more 
satellites. Eventually, this 
will total 12,000 satellites in 
orbit, which is six times the 
total number of satellites now 
in orbit. It’s even more than 
the total ever launched since 
Sputnik in 1957. The purpose 
is to take over Internet com-
munication with a continuous 
link of small satellites in low 
orbit, and the goal of bringing 
more profit to pay for Musk’s 
dream.

His passion is establish-
ing a permanent colony on 
Mars. The Starship rocket 
in development will have 40 
percent more power than the 
legendary Saturn V. It will 
be capable of carrying 100 
passengers or 110 tons of 
cargo into orbit. The develop-
ing craft takes reusability to a 
whole new level. 

In theory, it will be able 
to launch, return, refuel, 
reload and launch again 
in eight hours. It will get 
three payloads per day into 
orbit and with a planned 
1,000 Starships that’s 3,000 
launches per day or 100,000 
per year. There are serious 
pollution and environmental 
issues to work through on this 
plan.

In Musk's commen-
tary, "Making Humanity a 
Multi-Planetary Species," he 

shared his plan for the first 
humans to Mars by 2024, an 
operational colony by 2028 

and conceiv-
ably 1 million 
people living 
there by 
2070. Mars 
has one-tenth 
the mass of 
the Earth and 
half its size 
combining 
to generate 
one-third 
the gravity. 

Many of the colony resources, 
including fuel, will have to be 
generated on Mars.

For a permanent colony, 
planners must address mul-
tiple engineering and human 
physiology issues. Just the 
voyage to Mars for hundreds 
will be an experience. To 
get a rocket into Earth orbit 
requires reaching a speed of 
17,000 mph. To escape the 
Earth’s gravity means reaching 
a speed of 25,000 mph. Any 
less speed and the capsule will 
eventually fall back to Earth.

The 17,000 mph speed 
is called the orbital velocity 
because it is the precise speed 
needed to stay in low Earth 
orbit. There is exactly one 
speed where the spacecraft 
will combine the forward 
motion and falling motion 
due to gravity to create a 
curved trajectory exactly 

matching the curvature of the 
Earth’s surface. This vehicle 
orbits maintaining the same 
distance above the Earth 
since it matches the curva-
ture. It is a form of freefalling 
that doesn’t end. 

With the capsule in 
constant free-fall, the astro-
nauts inside will experience 
weightlessness. Just like when 
rollercoaster riders feel no 
gravity when the coaster 
crowns a hill and starts down 
the other side. The same is 
true for a parachutist before 
opening the chute. Until the 
chute catches air and pulls 
back there is no force and the 
body experiences zero-G. 

An amusement ride lasts a 
few seconds, but astronauts 
will experience the empty 
feeling in the abdomen for 
weeks or months. Fortu-
nately, their bodies adapt to 
weightlessness after a few 
days and astronauts start to 
feel both calm and euphoric, 
but it is a few days of extreme 
airsickness.

With no up in this weight-
less environment, normal 
tasks become foreign expe-
riences. We depend on the 
inner ear fluid to drain to the 
bottom of the canal so tiny 
hairs can sense up/down and 
maintain our equilibrium. An 
astronaut in space experienc-
es a constant state of vertigo. 

Walking becomes impossi-

ble. To walk, we plant the foot 
firmly on the floor and use 
friction to push off. Walking 
on ice is a challenge because 
of the limited friction, but in 
space there is zero friction. 
The foot just slips while 
trying to move forward and 
the astronaut ends up pushing 
more up than forward.

Celebrating birthdays 
in space presents anther 
challenge since a birthday 
candle will just snuff itself 
out. With gravity present, the 
flame burns when heated air 
expands floating up and is 
replaced from below by fresh 
air and oxygen. If there is no 
up, the heated air expands 
out in all directions blocking 
fresh oxygen from reaching 
the flame. 

Nor can a birthday toast be 
done with fluid in a cup. On 
Earth, water beads up due to 
its surface tension pulling it 
together in a sphere until it 
is big enough for gravity to 
spread it out across the table. 
Raindrops have a maximum 
size on Earth but in space 
there is no force against sur-
face tension so water can form 
drops the size of a softball that 
float around. 

On Earth, heating water 
will reach a rolling boil of tiny 
bubbles but in space trying 
to boil water just ends up 
with the water coming out 
of the pot in one big blob 

when it reaches the boiling 
point. Many readers probably 
remember discussions of the 
challenge to create a func-
tioning toilet in space when 
there’s no gravity to pull waste 
down. All of our normal expe-
riences are literally off balance 
trying to function in Zero-G.

Musk’s vision may be 
overly ambitious, but he has 
a record of delivering. Even 
if the plans fall behind by a 
decade, it’s going to change 
our self-image of where we 
fit in the universe. Spanish 
and English explorers of the 
1500s pushed colonization 
and expanded the world. The 
old Apple advertising slogan, 
“Here’s to the crazy ones, 
those who think different,” 
applies because they change 
our world image. 

Carl Sagan’s insight was 
more direct when he said, 
“Exploration is in our nature. 
We began as wanderers, and 
we are wanderers still. We 
have lingered long enough 
on the shores of the cosmic 
ocean. We are ready at last to 
set sail for the stars.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Elon Musk’s brainchild SpaceX claims their next stop is Mars

TERRY 
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

“I will never jump from 
an airplane.  Never.  I’ll 
ride it to the ground and 

take my 
chances 
in a crash 
landing.”

So said 
Airman 
Art Hand, 
a 19-year-
old Paris, 
trainee in 
the U.S. 
Army Air 
Corps 

during World War II. The 
kid didn’t know his future 
at the time, other than he’d 
be a waist gunner on a 
four-engine B-24 bomber, 
almost certainly destined 
for a combat theater. Part of 
his training covered how to 
parachute from an aircraft 
in an emergency. When 
flying, he was required to 
carry a chute strapped to 
his back at all times.

Whether to jump or ride 
the aircraft down was a 
commonly discussed topic 
among       trainees. There 
were reasons not to jump. 
The chute was packed by 
human hands. It could 
be faulty and fail to open 
properly. You could perish 
from landing in a tree or 
drowning in an ocean, not 
to mention being captured 
in enemy territory to be 
shot by hostiles or incarcer-
ated in a harsh prison.  

Of course, the alternative 
is a lousy choice. Belly land-
ings can be grim. Some are 
successful. Most aren’t.

After basic came ad-
vanced training, flying sim-
ulated bombing missions. 
Trainees honed their skills 
over sparse west Texas 
aboard B-25 twin-engine 
medium bombers.

Much of west Texas is 
ranch land, very isolated. 
On one particular day, as 
Art sat gazing out his side 
window with hands on a 
machine gun, bored by 
arid scenery consisting of 
rocks, grass and cactus, 
he was suddenly jolted by 
a terrorizing sight.  The 
plane’s left engine, plainly 
visible to right of his open 
window, began spewing a 
stream of smoke. Before 
he had time to report this 
development via inter-
com, the engine burst into 
flames. Before anyone 
could say Jack Robinson, 
Art had unbuckled and 
leaped out the window 

Bailing 
out of an 
airplane 

See CODGER, Page 2B
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The news doesn’t need 
to be complicated and 
confusing; that’s what 
any new 
release 
from Mi-
crosoft is 
for. And, 
as in the 
case with 
anything 
from Mi-
crosoft, to 
keep the 
news from 
worrying 
our pretty little heads over, 
remember something new 
and equally indecipherable 
will come out soon.

Really all one needs to 
do is follow one simple 
rule: barely pay attention 
and jump to conclusions. 
So, here are some head-
lines today and my first 
thoughts:

THEY’RE BRINGING BACK 
THIRTYSOMETHING

Which now refers to the 
amount of times the char-
acters get up in the middle 
of the night to pee.

PUTIN CRITICIZES DEMO-
CRATS FOR IMPEACHING 
TRUMP

Apparently, he didn’t 
take an extended warranty 
on his purchase.

MEGHAN AND HARRY WAX-
WORKS REMOVED FROM 
ROYAL FAMILY DISPLAY AT 
MADAME TUSSAUD’S

While Prince Andrew’s 
snuck off to the Spice 
Girls exhibit.

WILLIE NELSON GAVE UP 
SMOKING WEED

…. but I, for one, am 
betting he’ll forget.

THE POPE APOLOGIZED FOR 
SLAPPING A WOMAN ON 
THE WRIST AT AN EVENT

Damn, I thought 
slapping someone on the 
wrist is something he only 
reserved as punishment 
for pedophile priests.

TRUMP REACHES OUT TO 
NORTH KOREA IN BID TO 
RESUME NUCLEAR TALKS

Makes sense, Trump 
does have a weakness for 
the Jong Uns.

HAPPY 39TH BIRTHDAY, 
PITBULL

Or, 273 in Pitbull years.

ONE OF AMERICA’S OLDEST 
AND LARGEST MILK 

Making 
fun of 
headlines

PAUL
LANDER
RIPPING THE  
HEADLINES

See LANDER, Page 2B

HEALTHY, HEARTY SOUPS TO THE RESCUE THIS WINTER

Special to the Prairie Press

Few things are more synonymous with wholesomeness than a bowl of chicken soup. It may not be able to completely cure the 
cold and flu, but tasty, nutritious soups go a long way toward making everyone feel better. 

Flu season is upon us and even with 
a flu shot there is no guarantee of not 
getting the flu.  

Many people have 
a favorite cure-all for 
getting well when 
suffering from a cold or 
the flu. If it is a bacterial 
infection, an antibiotic 
is often recommended 
by a doctor, but viral 
infections are differ-
ent.  Viruses, such as 
those that cause colds 
or influenza, do not 
respond to antibiotics.

Rest, lots of vitamin C, abundant 
liquids, hot toddies and the all-time 
favorite chicken soup are considered 
good fixes for fighting the cold or flu. 
A good book to read while recovering 
is also beneficial in my opinion as it 
distracts the mind from the ill feelings 
while resting. 

Here are a couple of new chick-
en soup recipes that came from my 
children Matt and Andrea, who live in 
Denver. They are always making some-
thing delicious and nutritious it seems, 
and when they visited over the holidays 
I asked them to cook. 

Andrea has turned Matt into a foodie 
who enjoys healthy things. He eats more 
fruits and vegetables than ever before, 
and I know it is her influence. She was 
raised in California where fresh is always 
available. Today, Matt would eat sushi 
for dessert instead of my homemade 
pie, if he could.

The first soup they made was White 
Bean Chicken Chili. I’d made a white 
bean chicken chili for years but mine 
calls for heavy cream and cheese, but 
those ingredients are taboo for Andrea 
because she is lactose intolerant. I found 
their recipe to be every bit as good and 
probably much healthier, with far less 

Not quite a cure, but close

calories.
The other soup was Lemony Chicken 

and Orzo Soup. I love the lemony flavor.
After eating one or both of these 

scrumptious chicken soups, one may 
feel so well as to have the energy to use 
up any leftover kale from the white bean 
chicken chili. I had lots of kale remain-
ing so I made my own kale chips. Kale is 
one of the most nutritious foods on the 
planet and low in calories. A true health 
food and a great snack and once made, 
kale chips are hard to stop eating.

Is the reader well, yet? If the soup 
didn’t help, maybe an old English 
remedy I read about is the next step, 
although it is not as pleasant as delicious 

soups. The cure involves greasing the 
throat with lard or chicken fat and then 
placing dirty socks around the neck. No 
one really knows if it works. Some think 
it may have warned people to steer away 
from anyone wearing that get up, thus 
keeping others safe from infection.

There are some good ideas that 
might not immediately cure the cold 
but will make the person suffering feel 
better. Hot showers help to open nasal 
passages, and I find Vicks ointment 
spread on one’s chest or under the nose 
helps. I am not too sure if putting Vicks 
on the feet and wearing socks helps pull 
the cold out, as some claim, but many 

RUTH
PATCHETT
LIVING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

WHITE BEAN CHICKEN CHILI

Ingredients
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
4 garlic cloves, minced
2 pounds ground chicken
1 tsp. kosher sea salt
1 tablespoon fennel seed
2 teaspoons chili powder
2 tablespoons ground cumin
3 tablespoons flour
1 tablespoon dried oregano
2 15-oz. cans of cannellini beans or other 

white beans, rinsed and drained
1 bunch of kale, stems removed, and 

chopped into 1 inch pieces
1 1/2 cups frozen corn, thawed
4 cups low sodium chicken stock
1/4 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/4 cup fresh chopped flat-leaf parsley

In a large heavy-bottomed saucepan or 
Dutch oven, heat the oil over medium high 
heat. Add the onion and cook till trans-
lucent, about 5 minutes.  Add garlic and 

cook for 30 seconds. Add ground chicken, 
salt, fennel seed, cumin, oregano and chili 
powder. Cook for about eight minutes, 
stirring frequently until chicken is cooked 
through.  Stir in flour thoroughly and add 
beans, kale, corn and chicken stock. Bring 
mixture to a boil and scrape bottom of 
pan with wooden spoon to incorporate 
any brown bits clinging to bottom of pan. 
Simmer for 55-60 minutes, until mixture 
has thickened and liquid has been reduced.
Add red pepper flakes and simmer another 
10 minutes. Season with extra salt and 
pepper, as needed. Ladle soup in bowls 
and sprinkle Parmesan cheese and fresh 
chopped parsley on top if desired.

See PATCHETT, Page 9B
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Ever find yourself feeling “off” and you can’t pinpoint the 

reason? Too tired? Experienced weight gain? Moody? 

Often these subtle symptoms can signal a hormonal 

imbalance. Our endocrinology providers treat gland 

disorders, including menopause symptoms, infertility, and 

thyroid diseases. They also provide treatment for diabetes, 

osteoporosis, hypertension, and cholesterol disorders. 

Find more balance and less uncertainty at Horizon Health. 

Endocrinology at Horizon Health 

Call 217-466-4689 to schedule an appointment, or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE BALANCE (LESS UNCERTAINTY)

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance  
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help 
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for 
complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 
1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance 
Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-877-722-1008
dental50plus.com/prairie

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

ALL NEW 
FORD 
VEHICLES 
SOLD BELOW 
INVOICE THROUGH
THE MONTH OF THE MONTH OF 
JANUARYJANUARY

765-832-3564
FORD CORNER SINCE 1908INC.

CLINTON

335 So. 3rd St. (at Elm) • jacksoncars.com

SALES-SERVICE 
& BODY SHOP

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – The Cabin 
Fever Reading challenge is for 
all readers ages 14 and older. 
To participate, pick up a “Cab-
in Fever” bookmark at Mar-
shall Public Library or online 
at www.marshallillibrary.com. 

Record one book read for 
each week now through Feb. 
15. Readers may read any 
number of books, but need 
only one book on each book-
mark. Each completed book-
mark serves as an entry in a 
weekly drawing for gift cards 
to local restaurants.  

Reading a non-fiction book 
is worth an extra entry each 
week. The reader with the 
highest number of bookmarks 
turned in by the February 
deadline receives a special 
grand prize.  

All prizes are sponsored by 
Friends of the Library.   

 More information is avail-
able by calling the library at 
217-826-2535 or email mar-
shallpubliclibrary@gmail.
com.

NEW GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS INTRODUCED

Special to The Prairie Press

New officers for the Paris Garden Study Club are, left to right, Sandy Randall, secretary;
Andrea Switzer, vice president; Tammy Hess, president and Kate Morecraft, treasurer.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The following area students 
were announced for academic 
recognition at their respective 
schools.

Danville Area Community 
College: Chrisman honors 
students Hayley Hardin, Kirk-
land Hoult, Madisyn Norman 
and Brian Porter; Paris pres-
ident’s list students Anthony 
Hutchings and Brandi Strow; 
Ridge Farm president’s list stu-
dents Carissa Barham, Josh-
ua Land, Cheyenne Meeker, 
Tanner Starns and Matthew 

Tansy, and honors David 
Kurtz; Sidell president’s list 
students Elijah O'Brien and 
Mary Ray, and honors Shelby 
Guthrie.

A DAAC student must car-
ry 12 or more credit hours and 
a straight A (4.0) average on a 
4.0 scale to be included on the 
president’s list. To be included 
on the honors list, a student 
must carry 12 or more cred-
it hours and have a B+ (3.5) 
grade point average on a 4.0 
scale. 

Cedarville University: Kan-
sas dean’s list student Kay-

Area students make deans’ lists

TOPS groups meet up in January
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL. 1563 met 
Thursday, Jan. 16, with 19 
member’s weighing in and 
16 members attending the 
meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Jean Daniels, TOPS 
best loser; Sue English, 
KOPs best loser; Jill Hoff-
man, best walker and winner 
of the walking drawing; and 
Ruth Ann Knight winner of 
the food chart drawing.  

Members walked a total of 
19½ miles in the preceding 
week.  

The program was an open 

Cabin 
Fever 
reading 
challenge

la Brimner. To make the 
dean’s list a student must 
earn a minimum 3.75 GPA 
for the semester while tak-
ing a minimum of 12 credit 
hours. Cedarville Universi-
ty is located at Cedarville, 
Ohio.

Clarion University: Ash-
more dean’s list student 
Taylor David. To make the 
dean's list, a student must 
be earn a minimum 3.5 
GPA while taking a mini-
mum 12 credit hours. Clar-
ion University is located at 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

PRODUCERS FILES FOR 
BANKRUPTCY

… udderly speechless …

IRANIAN OFFICIAL TELLS 
TRUMP NOT TO DISHONOR 
PERSIAN LANGUAGE BY 
TWEETING IN FARSI

While the Brits ought to 
tell him the same thing about 
English.

MANUEL SANCHEZ, A SPANISH 
REPORTER WORKING FOR 
SPUTNIK NEWS, HAS REPORT-
EDLY DIED AFTER FALLING OUT 
OF A WINDOW IN MOSCOW

… so, natural causes …

KELLYANNE CONWAY’S HUS-

BAND, GEORGE CONWAY, IS 
GOING AFTER TRUMP AGAIN

So, it’s Conway versus 
Twitty!

NEW RESEARCH FINDS JUPI-
TER IS FLINGING ASTEROIDS 
AT EARTH

Hey, Earth, get on it, the 
only way to stop a bad planet 
flinging asteroids is with a 
good planet flinging aster-
oids.

NO WOMEN NOMINATED FOR 
BEST DIRECTOR

… unless they’re hiding in 
Martin Scorsese’s eyebrows.

(Paul Lander is not sure 
which he is proudest of — 
winning the Noble Peace Prize 
or sending Congolese gynecol-
ogist Dr. Denis Mukwege to 
accept it on his behalf, bringing 
to light the plight of African 
women in war-torn countries. 
In his non-daydreaming hours, 
Lander is a humor writer for 
numerous publications and 
media outlets.)   

LANDER
FROM PAGE 1B

meeting discussion with the 
ongoing contest rules, the 
importance of eating break-
fast, healthier choices and 
portion control.   

Tops #IL. 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
Paris, with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the meet-
ing starting at 9 a.m. Visitors 
and new members are always 
welcome and more informa-
tion is available by calling 
466-3885 or 251-5190.

TOPS #IL. 2318 met 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, with 16 
members weighing in and 
15 members attending the 

meeting. 
Club members recognized 

were: Abbie Higgenbottom, 
TOPS weekly loser; Carmen 
Minge, KOPS drawing win-
ner; Jayne Peters, three-week 
loser and top exerciser; Sha-
ron Phillips, top walker; and 
Myndy Wooten, top cyclist.

Verna Smith’s program 
topic was “My Day One.”

Tops #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-0953

REUSE
the news

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

into space — the first crew-
man to bail.

It isn’t customary to bail be-
fore the pilot issues the order, 
“Crew, bail out. We’re on fire,” 
or words to that effect. By the 
time the pilot did just that, 
Art was airborne. His training 
taught him to pull a strap to 
activate the chute. Rather 
quickly the chute deployed. 
The young gunner began drift-

ing lazily toward the ground, 
10,000 feet below.

Floating was automatic. 
Glancing toward the smoking 
plane, he saw other chutes 
descending in the distance. 
The ground seemed to come 
up toward him. He sensed 
a rather speedy drop as he 
neared the desert floor. His 
training kicked in again, as he 
remembered how to position 
his feet and knees to hit the 
turf and roll.

Art was shaken up a little, 
but without immediate injury. 
He was relieved to be on the 
ground, but totally unprepared 
for what happened next, some-
thing his training didn’t cover.  

A hard wind caught his 
chute and blew fiercely 
without letup, dragging him 
backwards. The twisting and 
turning across the rough 
surface prevented him from 
effecting a quick release.  

There were barrel cacti 
everyplace. They’re the little 
round ones, sorta like full-
grown basketballs in size with 
a plethora of sharp protective 
spines. His rear end struck 
several before he eventually 
managed to unsnap the straps. 
Nasty thorns protruded like 
porcupine spines. Art moaned 
in pain.

In a matter of hours, the 
crewmen were loaded aboard 
a truck and transported over 
rough bouncy terrain to roads 
that led to a hospital. Much to 
Art’s relief, the medical staff 
extracted the prickly cactus 
spines. He suffered from a very 
sore, punctured and swollen 
rear end for several days. Then 
it was back to flying training 
missions again.

Art served in Libya, 
then England, flying on a 
large number of dangerous 
missions. His plane was the 
first bomber to cross France’s 
coast on D-Day, June 6, 1944. 
Several missions were deep in 
Germany. Luckily, his plane 
survived every mission. He 
came home intact.

Some guys lost their lives in 
combat. Others were wound-
ed by bullets, shrapnel, burns 
and other causes. Art dodged 
all that. He laughed many 
times describing his bailout 
over a west Texas desert patch, 
one type of injury he didn’t 
avoid. His derriere took an 
unforgettable ride across 
cactus-studded terrain.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

BY TOM EMERY
enjoyhistorytoday@gmail.com

Punxsutawney Phil may be 
the most famous groundhog of 
all, but he’s got plenty of cous-
ins in the Land of Lincoln.

Groundhogs are common 
across Illinois, particularly in 
the southern and western parts 
of the state. One of Illinois’ 
largest rodents, groundhogs, 
which are also called wood-
chucks or whistle pigs, may 
revel in their own day on the 
calendar. 

The number of groundhogs 
seems to be stable across the 
state. 

“I’d say they’re holding 
steady,” said Stan McTaggart, 
the Wildlife Diversity Program 
Manager at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources in 

Springfield. “There’s nothing 
that suggests that they’re real-
ly going up, and their habitats 
are probably more tolerant to 
disturbance than some other 

animals.”
Chesty and rotund, ground-

hogs are 20-25 inches long, 
including the tail, and weigh 
from seven to 14 pounds. They 

prefer areas like crop fields, 
pastures or meadows near 
wooded areas and shy away 
from flood-prone regions, 
since they spend much of their 
lives underground.  

 They are commonly found 
along fences, roads and ditch-
es, and in brushy, overgrown 
patches, though groundhogs 
can also survive in more popu-
lated areas. 

“They’ve adapted very well 
in some urban areas,” said 
McTaggart. “Traditionally, you 
think of groundhogs on farm-
steads, but they have adapted 
well in some urban spots. To-
pography is crucial to where a 
groundhog lives. They don’t do 
well in areas with conventional 
tillage, and they need places 
that are well-drained.”  

McTaggart added some sur-
rounding states, such as Mis-
souri, have more habitat for 
groundhogs, which increases 
their numbers. 

Favorite foods for ground-
hogs include grasses, leaves, 
ferns and fruit, and they love 
to raid gardens and fields. They 
tend to be solitary, and breed 
in late February or March. The 
lifespan of an average ground-
hog is three years. Young 
groundhogs start searching for 
their own living areas at only 
two months.

When Punxsutawney Phil 
and other celebrity ground-
hogs are pulled from their 
quarters, they can get testy, 
with good reason. Groundhogs 
are one of the few mammals in 

Groundhogs galore
Illinois’ thriving groundhog population is defined as cute by some, a nuisance by others

See RODENTS, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

In a few weeks, groundhogs will end their winter’s hibernation, 
emerge from their burrows and start eating plants, both natural 
and eventually planted gardens and crops.

Down through the years 
I have seen many a game 
played and I have been 
guilty of 
doing that, 
too. 

The 
first game 
I recall 
participat-
ing in that 
included 
a game 
board 
or cards 
was Old 
Maid. I found it disgusting 
when I played that game as 
how easy it was for me to 
become an old maid. I got a 
good teasing by my brother. 

Many times my mom got 
out the Chinese checkers 
board and if we could find 
enough marbles to have 
four sets we played that 
game. My family was tough 
to beat in many of the 
games we played, but we 
kept playing. 

Of course, I accused my 
brother of cheating because 
he seemed to win more 
than his fair share of the 
games. Probably if he did 
cheat, I was gullible enough 
to not know what he did so 
we had many games for me 
to get even. 

I didn’t dare play 
checkers with my dad or 
grandpa because they were 
very skilled. I think what I 
learned the best from those 
kind of games was to figure 
out a strategy to win when 
I realized how they moved. 
I even used that when I 
played chess when I was in 
my 20s against an exchange 
student from Denmark. I 
really didn’t know what I 
was doing and the guy said I 
was very interesting to play 
against. 

I won very few times 
during the few days we 
spent together. He finally 
admitted he was occasion-
ally baffled by the moves I 
made because they were so 
unusual and unexpected he 
didn’t know how to counter 
them. 

My strategy was simple. 
I had no idea what I was 
doing and I just kept trying 
weird nonsensical moves. 
When he left to go back to 
college he said he enjoyed 
playing against me because 

The games 
people play   

See STANLEY, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

The impeachment process is possible 
because the framers of the Constitution 
understood a president guilty of miscon-
duct needed to be removed by the legis-
lative branches. 

George Mason and James Madison, 
who were instrumental in the original 
Constitutional Convention, warned 
impeachment was not to be used for a 
political disagreement with the presi-
dent. They endorsed the idea it was for 
high crimes such as treason, bribery or 
corruption. However corruption was 
changed to misdemeanors, which both 
Mason and Madison agreed to. 

Andrew Johnson was an unusual man 
who was born in North Carolina and 
moved to Tennessee. He was much like 
Lincoln. Both were self-educated men, 
known for their wisdom and speaking 
ability and both were interested in poli-
tics.

Johnson was elected to many offic-
es in Tennessee, and he finally became 
the state’s senator in the U. S. Congress. 
When Tennessee left the Union he con-
tinued to serve as a senator. 

Lincoln chose him as a running mate 
in 1864 believing Johnson was an asset 
for reconstruction as a Democrat from 
the South who had opposed secession of 
the southern states. 

Johnson was not so friendly with the 
more Radical Republicans who con-
trolled Congress, but he was thought by 
Lincoln to be more in tune for a slower 
reconstruction. 

After Lincoln’s assassination, Johnson 
found himself president after serving as 

vice president for less than six months. 
In the early spring of 1868, the Radical 

Republicans had enough reasons to try 
to impeach President Johnson. He had 
vetoed many of the acts for Reconstruc-
tion and the final straw was broken when, 
during the adjournment of Congress, the 
president fired Secretary of War Edwin 
M. Stanton and tried to replace him with 
General U.S. Grant. 

Congress had passed the 14th and 
15th amendments in 1864 ending slav-
ery and guaranteeing equal rights to all 
citizens, but Johnson kept vetoing the 
supportive legislation for Reconstruc-
tion such as the Freedman Act. Many 
vetoes were overridden.

The Tenure of Office Act was John-
son’s undoing because when he tried to 
replace Stanton, it was regarded a vio-
lation of existing law. As Johnson and 
Congress struggled, the president finally 
went on a tirade and made many speech-
es deriding the Congress and even used 
racial terminology that was deemed un-
fit. 

On Feb. 24, 1868, the House of Rep-
resentatives filed for Articles of Im-
peachment on 11 counts. Many of those 
counts involved his breaking the Tenure 
of Office Act, which stated since the Sen-
ate needed to approve of the president's 
appointments, that body also had over-
sight regarding the tenure of office for 
those officials. 

Johnson had dismissed Stanton with-
out the Senate’s approval, which was part 
of the case, and he was also accused of 
other abuses of presidential power. It was 
argued such actions fell under the head-
ing of high crimes and misdemeanors 

clause found in the Constitution.
Before the proceedings Representative 

Thadeus Stevens addressed the House 
with this statement, “This is not to be the 
temporary triumph of a political party, 
but is to endure in its consequence until 
the whole continent shall be filled with a 
free and untrammeled people or shall be 
a nest of shrinking, cowardly slaves.” 

The House impeached Johnson by 
a vote of 126 to 47. Most of the articles 
had four Democrats and 122 Republi-
cans voting yea and 45 Democrats and 
two Republicans voting nay.

The Articles of Impeachment were 
sent to the Senate, which had 54 sena-
tors at that time and to find him guilty 

The impeachment of Andrew Johnson

Special to The Prairie Press

This period illustration shows the packed galleries of the U.S. Senate during the 1868 impeachment trial of President Andrew 
Johnson. He was the first president impeached by the House of Representatives, but the Senate did not convict him.

Special to The Prairie Press

Andrew Johnson was the first president 
impeached by the House of Represen-
tatives, but a divided Senate failed to 
convict him by one vote.

See JOHNSON, Page 4B
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The Irish Potato Fam-
ine, also known as the 
Great Hunger, began in 
1845 when a fungus-like 
organism, Phytophthora 
infestans, spread rapidly 
throughout Ireland. 

The infestation ruined 
up to one-half of the potato 
crop that year, and about 
three-quarters of the crop 
over the next seven years. 
Because the tenant farmers 
of Ireland—then ruled as a 
colony of Great Britain—
relied heavily on the potato 
as a source of food, the in-
festation had a catastrophic 
impact on Ireland and its 
population. Before it ended 
in 1852, the Potato Fam-
ine resulted in the death of 
roughly one million Irish 
from starvation and related 
causes, with at least another 
million forced to leave their 
homeland as refugees.

When the crops began to 
fail in 1845, Irish leaders in 
Dublin petitioned Queen 
Victoria and Parliament 
to act—and, initially, they 
did, repealing the so-called 
Corn Laws and their tariffs 
on grain, which made food 
such as corn and bread pro-
hibitively expensive.

Still, these changes failed 
to offset the growing prob-
lem of the potato blight. 
With many tenant farmers 
unable to produce sufficient 
food for their own con-
sumption, and the costs of 
other supplies rising, thou-
sands died from starvation, 
and hundreds of thousands 
more from disease caused 
by malnutrition.

Complicating matters 
further, historians have 
since concluded, Ireland 
continued to export large 
quantities of food, primar-
ily to Great Britain, during 
the blight. In cases such 
as livestock and butter, re-
search suggests that exports 
may have actually increased 
during the Potato Famine.

In 1847 alone, records 
indicate that commodities 
such as peas, beans, rabbits, 
fish and honey continued to 
be exported from Ireland, 
even as the Great Hunger 
ravaged the countryside.

The potato crops didn’t 
fully recover until 1852. By 
then, the damage was done.  

The exact role of the 
British government in the 
Potato Famine and its after-
math—whether it ignored 
the plight of Ireland’s poor 
out of malice, or if their 
collective inaction and in-
adequate response could 
be attributed to incompe-
tence—is still being debat-
ed.

However, the signifi-
cance of the Potato Famine 
in Irish history and its con-
tribution to the Irish dias-
pora of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, is beyond doubt.

Tony Blair, during his 
time as British Prime Min-
ister, issued a statement 
in 1997 offering a formal 
apology to Ireland for the 
U.K. government’s han-
dling of the crisis at the 

Famine 
shaped 
Ireland 
and its 
people

See FAMINE, Page 4B
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Illinois that hibernate, falling 
into a deep slumber in October 
or November that lasts until 
mid-to-late February.

During hibernation, the 
body temperature of a ground-
hog can dip from 97 degrees 
Fahrenheit to only 34 degrees, 
and their breathing may drop 
to one breath every six minutes. 
In hibernation, a groundhog’s 
heart beats only four times ev-
ery minute. 

With sharp claws and power-
ful legs, groundhogs love to dig. 
Their burrows are surprisingly 
sophisticated, and normally in-
clude toilet chambers. But that 
penchant for digging can lead 
to trouble. 

“We get a lot of calls from 
homeowners when ground-
hogs dig those holes too close 
to foundations,” said McTag-
gart. “They are also an enemy 
of farmers, and one reason 

is that livestock can get hurt 
when they step in holes dug by 
groundhogs.”

McTaggart noted the nui-
sance calls his office receives 
for groundhogs have remained 
stable for a decade.

“We’ve had a lot in places like 
Macon County, where ground-
hogs have adapted well, but the 
total numbers of calls are about 
the same as usual,” he said. 

While they look cuddly, 
groundhogs can have a nasty 
disposition with people or oth-
er animals, and are more than 
willing to fight a turf war. 

“When they’re cornered, 
they can be aggressive,” said 
McTaggart. “They can stand 
their ground.”

If threatened, groundhogs 
will click their razor-sharp 
teeth and emit a sharp whistle 
(hence their nickname whistle 
pig) to alert other woodchucks.  

The upcoming Ground-
hog Day is derived from Can-
dlemas, a Christian-themed 

mid-winter celebration in 
Europe with a legend that sun-
shine on Candlemas meant 40 
days of snow and cold were to 
follow. In Germany, the legend 
evolved into a superstition the 
day was sunny if badgers and 
similar animals saw their own 
shadows. German immigrants 
in Pennsylvania in the 18th 
and 19th centuries imported 
the belief to America, and the 
first official commemoration 
of Groundhog Day was held in 
Punxsutawney in 1887.

Many zoos mark Ground-
hog Day with their own res-
ident woodchucks, creating 
prime photo opportunities. 
Sometimes, though, celebrity 
groundhogs could care less. In 
1990, the Henson Robinson 
Zoo in Springfield had to re-
move one of its groundhogs, 
Arnold, from the school circuit 
because of his bad habit of bit-
ing.

While some television me-
teorologists and other critics 

deride groundhogs for their 
accuracy – or lack thereof – 
in weather prediction, the 
question is usually moot. If a 
groundhog sees his shadow, 
then six more weeks of winter 
are in store, while no shadow 
means an early spring.

But in much of the nation, 
six more weeks of winter after 
February 2 means an end in 
mid-March – which would be 
considered an early spring. 

In recent years, the ground-
hog has become an increasing 
part of American pop culture. 
The annual celebration in 
Punxsutawney, Pa., attracts as 
many as 30,000 onlookers who 
brave early morning darkness 
and sub-freezing temperatures 
to see if Phil sees his shadow. 
Other groundhogs, such as 
Staten Island Chuck in New 
York and General Beauregard 
Lee in Atlanta, who spends 
some of his time in his own 
scale-model Southern man-
sion, have their own followings. 

RODENTS
FROM PAGE 3B

I was a good sport even 
though my feeble attempts 
to checkmate him went for 
naught.

When we go camping there 
is a giant chessboard out on 
the lawn of one of the camp-
grounds and our six-year-old 
great-grandson loves to move 
the pieces around. The pieces 
are about three-feet tall, and 
he can just barely move them. 
So his grandmother and I 
play him several times when 
we go camping. I’ll be darn, 
he knows what the pieces are 
and where they can and can’t 
move. 

The first time we played, he 
won. So I decided to look up 
on my phone to refresh my 
memory about how to play the 
game. He is still tough to beat 
and when we set a time limit 
on the game we decide who 
wins by counting the number 
of pieces we have left and the 
one with the most wins the 
game even without a check-
mate. 

So much for chess, I need to 
move to a more rugged sport 
like baseball and softball. I 
never realized how important 
those sports were to me until 
we got a FM radio and started 
listening to the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

One year the Cardinals had 

a center fielder who hit about 
a buck-fifty, but he was known 
for his wonderful play in cen-
ter field. He was definitely no 
Stan Musial or Terry Moore, 
but I wanted to be that kind of 
ball player. 

As baseball gloves and bats 
became available my brother 
and I loved to play softball at 
Pine Grove School. There was 
no real ball field so first base 
was the corner of the school, 
second was the big maple tree 
and third was a catalpa tree. 
All eight grades played those 
days, and we loved to do it just 
for fun. 

A few years later 4-H soft-
ball started and I finally had 
one of my wishes come true. I 
thought I was Chuck Diering, 
the player I liked so well as a 
Cardinal. I actually caught a 
ball in the outfield down at the 
Vermilion schoolyard in a real 
game against a real other team. 

The grass was about a foot 
tall and someone on the other 
team suggested I caught it on 
the bounce, but the base um-
pire said the batter was out. I 
don’t know how many times I 
thought when I practiced how 
it would be so great to catch a 
ball in the air. 

After that catch, I caught 
many, many more because I 
wasn’t scared of that old ball, 
because it was my friend and 
it wanted to come out and see 
my glove. As a coach I watched 

many a boy or girl when they 
are still young and unsure 
make that first catch in the out-
field, and I know the feeling 
they got when they did that. 

This turned out to be the 
game I loved best to play and 
coach because it was import-
ant to me to see how much 
skill and ability could be de-
veloped from that game. Good 
times, good for my body, but 
now I am pretty well relegat-
ed to watching ball games 
and reminiscing how I could 
have done something better, 
whoops. There's some good 
players out their way better 
than I ever was, I’ll bet they are 
having fun. 

Now I must get my jollies 
by playing Hand & Foot, 
dominoes and other board 
games. I still have time to play 
at least one game daily of the 
board game Ticket to Ride. 
I have to play using the best 
strategy, skill and a little luck 
because Rosie is hard to beat, 
but I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 

I wonder if doing those 
kind of games helps me to 
keep sharp in my older age, 
exercising my brain like that. I 
think it might be as much fun 
as playing center field. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 

STANLEY
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time.
In recent years, cities to 

which the Irish ultimate-
ly emigrated during and 
in the decades after the 
event have offered various 
commemorations to the 
lives lost. Boston, New 
York City, Philadelphia 
and Phoenix in the United 
States, as well as Montreal 
and Toronto in Canada, 
have erected Irish hunger 
memorials, as have various 
cities in Ireland, Australia 
and Great Britain.

FAMINE
FROM PAGE 3B

required a two-thirds vote. A 
roll call vote was taken on only 
three of the 11 articles. The roll 
call had 35 voting for convic-
tion and 19 voting for acquit-
tal. That was one vote short of 
what was needed for removal 
from office. The Senate ad-
journed May 26, 1868, and 
Johnson was acquitted

During the Senate trial, there 
were many promises, bribes 
and gestures offered for the yea 
and nay votes, it is unsure what 
affect it had on the final vote, 
but in total 35 Republicans 
voted yea and nine Democrats 
and 10 Republicans voted no.

Lyman Turnbull, the Re-
publican Senator from Illinois, 
voted to acquit.

“If Johnson had been con-
victed the main source of the 
president’s political powers in 
the freedom to disagree with 
the Congress without conse-
quences would have been de-
stroyed, and the Constitution 
system of checks and balances 
along with it,” Turnbull said at 
the time explaining his vote. 

President Johnson served 

out his term as a lame duck 
president and U.S. Grant suc-
ceeded him, and Reconstruc-
tion became Grant’s problem.

As a side note: the Tenure 
of Office Act was repealed by 
Congress in 1887 and in 1926, 
the Supreme Court found the 
original act of 1867 unconsti-
tutional when hearing a similar 
case. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Tickets were issued to control the crowd seeking to watch the 
1868 Senate impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson.

FOOTNOTES

LINCOLN CARD EXHIBIT
The Vermilion County Museum 
Society is celebrating Lincoln’s 
211th birthday with an open 
house 1:30-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb 
9, at the museum, 116 N. Gilbert 
St., Danville.  Lincoln birthday 
cards, created by children in the 
county and Danville schools are 
on display. Both the museum 
center and the Fithian House 
are open for viewing.  The event 
is free. For more information 
call the museum, 217-442-
2922, or visit  www.vermilion-
countymuseum.org. 
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BY JACK JENKINS
Religious News Service

(RNS) — The U.S. Su-
preme Court heard oral ar-
guments Wednesday, Jan. 22, 
for a case that may put to rest 
decades of debate over gov-
ernment funding for private, 
religious schools.

The case, Espinoza v. Mon-
tana Department of Reve-
nue, involves a program in 
Montana that provided tax 
breaks to people who funded 
scholarships for use at private 
schools, including religious in-
stitutions. The state's Supreme 
Court ruled the program vi-
olated a portion of the Mon-
tana Constitution barring the 
use of government money for 
religious purposes.

As a result, the program was 
shut down. 

With the case now before 

the nation's highest court — 
which could overturn the low-
er court’s decision — several 
religious groups have voiced 
opposition to any ruling that 
would grant wide latitude for 
the government to fund reli-
gious education.

“States should not have to 
fund religious schools,” Holly 
Hollman, general counsel for 
the BJC, or Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Religious Liberty, 
said in a statement. “Religion is 
treated in a unique way in con-
stitutional law, both to avoid its 
establishment by government 
and to avoid government inter-
ference in its free exercise. This 
special treatment of religion 
stems from our country’s deep 
and abiding commitment to 
religious liberty for all.”

The BJC also filed a friend-
of-the-court brief arguing 

that allowing for government 
funding of religious schools 
amounts to government in-
terference and violates the 
long tradition of non-inter-
ference with religion. They 
were joined on the brief by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America; the General Syn-
od of the United Church of 
Christ; and the Rev. J. Herbert 
Nelson II, stated clerk of the 
General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.).

Advocates for overturning 
the Montana court’s decision 
argue the original decision 
amounted to discrimination 
against religious schools.

“The Court is now being 
asked to decide whether gov-
ernments are permitted to 
discriminate against religious 
institutions, simply because 
they are religious, when they 

partner with private agencies 
and schools,” said Notre Dame 
Law School Professor Richard 
W. Garnett in statement.  

Garnett, who directs Notre 
Dame’s Program on Church, 
State and Society, said pro-
visions barring government 
funds for religious schools, 
such as those in the Montana 
Constitution, were a product 
of 19th century anti-Cathol-
icism. Those provisions are 
often referred to as Blaine 
Amendments because they 
were inspired by James G. 
Blaine, a 19th century speak-
er of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives who proposed a 
constitutional amendment to 
bar government funds from 
going to religious schools, 
due to a fear that such funding 
would go to Catholic institu-
tions. 

“It would be a good thing 
to complete the correction of 
these mistakes,” said Garnett.

Catholic Bishops George V. 
Murry of Youngstown, Ohio, 
and Michael C. Barber of Oak-
land, California, also issued 
a statement calling Blaine 
Amendments — which are 
found in 37 state constitutions 
— a product of nativism.

“They were never meant to 
ensure government neutrality 
towards religion, but were ex-
pressions of hostility toward 
the Catholic Church,” read 
the bishops' statement. “We 
hope that the Supreme Court 
will take this opportunity to 
bring an end to this shameful 
legacy.”

The U.S. Supreme Court 
wrestled with a similar issue 
in 2017, when it ruled that 
Missouri violated the First 

Amendment when it prevent-
ed religious institutions from 
accessing a state-funded pro-
gram that made playgrounds 
safer. However, Chief Justice 
John Roberts — who, like 
most of the current justices on 
the Supreme Court, is Cath-
olic — noted in his majority 
ruling the decision was fo-
cused narrowly on the case at 
hand and did not apply to oth-
er religious uses of funding or 
other forms of discrimination.

The Freedom From Re-
ligion Foundation filed a 
friend-of-the-court brief in 
the Montana case as well, 
contending that it is not about 
discrimination but about gov-
ernment-compelled support 
of religion.

“Every Montana citizen has 
the right to not be taxed to 
fund religion,” the brief read.

Supreme Court hears oral arguments on major case over tax breaks and donors to religious scholarships

Espinoza vs. Montana begins

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The 16th Annual Faith 
in Action of Edgar County 
Soup and Chili Cook-off 
is 4:30-6:30 p.m. Feb. 22 
in the Family Life Center 
at Lake Ridge Christian 
Church.

This cooking event is 
open to all Edgar County 
residents to pit a favor-
ite soup or chili recipe 
in friendly competition. 
Winners are selected by 
the number of votes cast 
from those eating their way 
through the entries.

The soup or chili with the 
most votes earns the chef 
title of Grand Prize Over-
all Winner and has his or 
her name engraved on the 
Grand Champion Soup/
Chili Cook-off Plaque. 

In addition to an all-you-
can eat soup and chili menu, 
hot dogs, veggies, cheese, 
crackers, drinks and assort-
ed desserts are available. 

All door donations for 
admission support the work 
of Faith in Action of Edgar 
County.

Registration for chefs to 
enter their creations is now 
open at 466-6388 or faithin-
actionparis@gmail.com.

The Faith in 
Action Soup 
and Chili 
Cook-off is 
on Feb. 22
Chefs needed for 
the competition

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – 
Holy Hands Ministries of 
Charleston is now accept-
ing Puppet and Drama 
team bookings for 2020.

A new feature this year 
is tailoring programs to 
match the Vacation Bible 
School curriculums used 
by the various host church-
es. 

“When the church rep-
resentative calls to sched-
ule a program, all they need 
to tell us is what curriculum 
they are using and we will 
develop our presentation 
to reinforce what the chil-
dren have been learning 
during their VBS week,” 
said Kathy Ford, secretary/
treasurer for Holy Hands. 

Options from Holy 
Hands include:  
Full length puppet 

productions; 
Special music featur-

ing human video;
Full length drama pro-

ductions; 

Puppet 
team is 
accepting 
bookings

See PUPPETS, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Jewish civilians are led by German Nazi troops to an assembly point for deportation. This picture taken at Nowolipie Street, 
near the intersection with Smocza during the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in April 1943. Housing blocks burn in the background. 
Photo courtesy of Creative Commons

BY YONAT SHIMRON
Religious News Service

(RNS) — A new poll suggests Amer-
icans know about the Holocaust, the 
genocidal campaign against European 
Jews, but they're fuzzy on the details.

Most Americans (69 percent) know 
the Holocaust took place roughly be-
tween 1930 and 1950. And they know 
the Nazis created ghettos where Jews 
were forced to live (63 percent).

But knowledge declines after that. 
The new Pew Research Center poll of 
10,971 Americans shows that fewer 
than half of Americans can correctly 
cite the number of Jews killed in the 
Holocaust — 6 million — and even 
fewer correctly answered that Adolf 
Hitler became chancellor of Germany 
through a democratic political process.

The poll, which comes amid a rising 
tide of violent anti-Semitism and much 
uncertainty over its causes, was released 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, days ahead of Inter-
national Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
which falls on Monday. This year’s re-
membrance day also marks the 75th an-
niversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

Israel is marking the event with what 
is billed as the largest-ever Holocaust 
forum. Some 50 world leaders, includ-
ing Vice President Mike Pence, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and French 
President Emmanuel Macron, are ex-
pected to attend.

It is not clear, nor does the poll sug-
gest, that ignorance of the Holocaust 
leads to anti-Semitism. The poll found 
that relatively few people polled ex-
pressed strongly negative feelings to-
ward Jews.

Ninety percent of non-Jewish re-
spondents who underestimated the 
Holocaust’s death toll said they had 
either neutral or warm feelings toward 
Jews, while just 1 in 10 of that same 
group gave Jews a cold rating — a per-
centage not much different from the 
share who express cold feelings toward 
Jews, but who overestimate the number 
of Holocaust deaths (9 percent). 

Those who knew more about the 
Holocaust had relatively warmer feel-
ings toward Jews. 

Kenneth Jacobson, deputy nation-
al director for the Anti-Defamation 

League, said he was encouraged by the 
poll.

“I almost feel a little relieved that 
at least people know there was such a 
thing as the Holocaust,” Jacobson said. 
“The fact that people don’t know de-
tails, even the obvious details, like how 
many Jews were murdered or much 
about Hitler, that’s not a reflection of 
attitudes toward Jews, but a reflection 
of how history has declined as a subject 
of interest in America.”

The poll, which was conducted by 
mobile phone and landline in Febru-
ary 2019, asked four multiple-choice 
type questions of respondents: When 
did the Holocaust happen? What were 
Nazi-created ghettos? How many Jews 
were killed in the Holocaust? How did 
Hitler become chancellor of Germany?

A fifth question allowed respondents 
to answer in their own words, “As far as 
you know, what does ‘the Holocaust’ 
refer to?” About two-thirds said it refers 
to the attempted annihilation of the 
Jewish people.

U.S. Jews are grappling with how to 
stem growing anti-Semitic violence. 
Five Jews were stabbed at a rabbi's 
home during a Hanukkah celebra-
tion in December, and weeks earlier a 
deadly attack at a kosher supermarket 
in nearby Jersey City, New Jersey, left 
three dead.

The Anti-Defamation League’s an-
ti-Semitism tracker lists almost daily 
incidents of vandalism, harassment 
and assault against Jews, not only in the 
larger New York metropolitan area but 
across the nation.

“One of the lessons of the last few 
years is that Jews are, and always have 
been, a minority subject to discrimina-
tion,” said Jill Jacobs, executive director 
of T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Hu-
man Rights.

Not knowing about the Holocaust 
can lead people to dismiss anti-Semi-
tism or fail to appreciate how pervasive 
hatred of the Jews can lead to genocide, 
she said.

While nearly half of Americans got 
at least three of the four questions on 
anti-Semitism right, some groups did 
better than others. Jews, agnostics 
and atheists got most of the questions 
right. Mainline Protestants, Mormons, 
Catholics, evangelical Protestants and 
Americans who describe their religion 
as nothing in particular answered about 
half of the questions correctly.

Black Protestants, however, an-
swered only one out of four questions 
correctly, on average.

Eric K. Ward, executive director of 
the Western States Center, a civil rights 
organization in Portland, Oregon, that 
works on race and gender equality said 
education may be one reason for blacks’ 
lack of knowledge about the Holocaust.

“It is not often that Holocaust edu-
cation is created and geared toward the 
black community,” Ward said.

The African American experience 
in the U.S. may also make it harder for 
them.

“When a community has faced their 
own form of discrimination, it some-
times makes it hard to understand that 

Holocaust knowledge wanes
Poll reveals some American 
citizens do not know much 
about the Holocaust

Special to The Prairie Press

The sorting begins as a new group of Hungarian Jews arrive at Auschwitz-II (Birke-
nau), Poland, in May/June 1944. Nazi officers on the train platform selected those 
sent to work and those headed for the gas chamber during the Holocaust. The pho-
tograph is part of the collection known as the Auschwitz Album/Creative Commons.

See POLL, Page 6B

In the past, I was bless-
ed with an opportunity to 
have a daily devotion on a 

local radio 
station. I 
was a bit 
nervous 
as I made 
plans for 
my first 
week of 
devotions 
and even 
more 
nervous 
when I 

found I had to name the 
program.  

I gave it a great deal 
of thought, but nothing 
was coming to mind. 
All I could think about 
was bringing hope to the 
listeners. I talked this over 
with Stacy and she said, “If 
you want to spread hope 
through the airwaves you 
should name it ‘Hope is in 
the Air’ and so it was.

I began to look for 
passages of scripture to 
help spread the message of 
hope in God and I came 
upon this passage from 
2 Corinthians chapter 
6 verses 1-2.  “As God’s 
partners, we beg you not 
to reject this marvelous 
message of God’s kind-
ness. For God says, ‘At just 
the right time I heard you.’ 
On the day of salvation, I 
helped you. Indeed, God 
is ready to help you right 
now. Today is the day of 
salvation.”

 Paul wrote this letter to 
the Corinthians because 
they were rejecting God’s 
message of hope. Why 
in the world would they 
do such a thing? Maybe 
they doubted Paul and his 
words. Maybe false teach-
ers who taught a different 
message confused them.  

The Corinthians heard 
God’s word, but they 
did not let it affect the 
way they lived their lives 
or what they said. How 
often do we today act the 
same way and reject God’s 
message even though we 
know it is a message of 
salvation?

As Christians, we know 
God offers his salvation 
to each and every one of 
us. Still, we find reasons 
not to reach out and 
accept that wonder gift of 
salvation. Many people 
put off giving their lives to 
Christ waiting for a more 
opportune time when it 
would be easier to change. 
When we do this, we are 
in danger of losing our 
opportunity altogether.

Readers know that God 
is offering his wonderful 
gift of salvation to them 
right now. He is waiting 
for people to confess their 

Finding 
hope in 
God’s 
message

JOE
TOMICH
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE



During the wave of state 
abortion bans passed this 
spring, elected officials 

around the 
United States 
routinely 
invoked God 
and religion 
to justify 
stripping 
individuals of 
the constitu-
tional right 
to make 
decisions 
about our 

own bodies. 
When Alabama Gov. Kay 

Ivey signed the most restric-
tive anti-abortion measure in 
the country, she described it 
as a powerful testament to the 
belief that every life is a sacred 
gift from God. When Florida 
Rep. Walter Bryan "Mike" Hill 
sponsored a similar bill in his 
state, he said it was sent to 
him by God.

Yet if I were seeking an 
abortion right now, my rabbi 
would tell me that according 
to Jewish law, life does not be-
gin at conception, that a fetus 
is not considered an individ-
ual with its own rights and 

that abortion care is actually 
health care. For Jews who can 
become pregnant, reproduc-
tive freedoms are our reli-
gious freedoms, guaranteed in 
the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.

For the past 47 years, since 
Roe v. Wade was decided by 
the Supreme Court, these 
freedoms have been protect-
ed. As we commemorate 
Roe’s anniversary, they now 
hang in balance.  

Just this month, more than 
200 (overwhelmingly male 
and Republican) members 
of Congress petitioned the 
Supreme Court to overturn 
Roe v. Wade when it decides 
June Medical Services v. Gee, 
a case concerning a restrictive 
Louisiana law the court will 
consider this spring. The 
legislators described Roe as a 
radically unsettled precedent 
that is unworkable. A few 
days later, Nebraska Gov. 
Pete Ricketts declared Jan. 22, 
Roe’s anniversary, a statewide 
day of prayer to end abortion.

For Jews, abortion isn’t 
only a workable choice; it is a 
choice guided by our religion.

We rarely hear elected offi-

cials cite the Torah in debates 
over reproductive freedom. 
The Jewish community is 
generally not included in this 
conversation at all. If we were, 
we’d share the story from the 
Book of Exodus that recounts 
a fight between two men that 
injured a pregnant woman, 
leading to her miscarriage. 
The verses in Exodus indicate 
the offender is not liable for 
murder, but instead pays 
only damages for injury. This 
passage led the rabbinic sages 
who shaped our tradition to 
conclude the fetus is not, in 
fact, a person. 

According to Jewish law, 
abortion is not only permitted; 
it is required if a pregnancy 
endangers the life or health of 
the pregnant individual. Many 
rabbis and Jewish feminists 
agree this applies to psycho-
logical health as well as phys-
ical health. No one should be 
forced to carry a fetus to term 
if she does not feel physically 
or emotionally ready.

So when a small and loud 
group of the religious Chris-
tian right claims abortion as 
a religious freedom issue, we 
ask: Whose religious freedom 

are we talking about?
Judaism isn’t the only reli-

gion to permit abortion. In an 
amicus brief to June Medical 
Services v. Gee submitted to 
the Supreme Court by the 
National Council of Jewish 
Women, a broad range of 
religious organizations argued 
they believe a woman has the 
moral right to make her own 
decisions about her pregnancy 
in accordance with her faith 
and conscience. They included 
Catholics for Choice, Presby-
terians Affirming Reproduc-
tive Options and Muslims for 
Progressive Values.

Faith groups have been on 
the front lines of the fight for 
reproductive rights, health 
and justice for decades, since 
long before Roe was decided.

In the years before Roe, 
clergy members played a 
critical role in helping women 
access reproductive health 
care. In 1967, a group of rabbis 
and Protestant ministers in 
New York City created the 
Clergy Consultation Service 
on Abortion. It rapidly grew 
into a national underground 
network of faith leaders who 
counseled and referred people 

to licensed doctors for safe 
abortions. By some estimates, 
they helped between 250,000 
and 1 million women across 
the country, insisting on com-
passion, justice and dignity 
for all.

We understand those who 
restrict access to abortion 
often cite religious beliefs as 
their motivation. We know 
the U.S. Constitution sup-
ports freedom of religion and 
demands that no one impose 
a single religious viewpoint 
on all. But religious liberty, 
according to Jewish tradition, 
honors individuals’ rights to 
both freedom of and freedom 
from religion. It is a protective 
shield, not a weapon used to 
harm others.

We should be celebrating 
the anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade. We should not have 
to be fighting to uphold it. 
But people of faith are ready 
for the fight. And I pray we’ll 
win it.

(Sheila Katz is the CEO of 
the National Council of Jewish 
Women, the 125-year-old 
progressive nonprofit fighting 
to protect women’s reproductive 
health, rights and justice.)
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Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 855-204-8225
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2011 Ford F-150 Lariat 

$19,489

2008 Cadillac DTS 

 $6,975

2011 Dodge Durango 
citadel 

$11,999

2010 Chevrolet 
Avalanche 

$16,289

2014 Lincoln MKZ

 $18,497

2014 Ford Expedition 
Limited 

$21,987

1st Circle field on aerial photo map you want in CRP.
2nd Take map & copy of deed to FSA.

3rd Sign up for 90% CP25 (tall prairie) & 10% CP42 (pollinator) for a
maximum 100 EBI pts. that you can offer.

OSENBAUGH’S

CRP MIXES • WILDFLOWERS • PRAIRIE GRASSES

Call for info on a dozen other
CRP programs that cost
more or less, equal
or less EBI’s, more
confusing & work.

641-766-6790 • john@prairieseedfarms.com

CRP
SIGN UP DEC. 9 - FEB. 28, 2020

BY CLAIRE GIANGRAVÉ
Religious News Service

VATICAN CITY (RNS) 
– Pope Francis urged the rich 
and powerful attendees at the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, to set aside 
selfish concerns and make a 
joint effort to promote sustain-
ability and fraternity for future 
generations.

“The overriding consider-
ation, never to be forgotten, is 
that we are all members of the 
one human family,” the pope 
said in a message read to partic-
ipants Tuesday, Jan. 21, by Car-
dinal Peter Turkson, who heads 
the Vatican department for In-
tegral Human Development.

Francis emphasized the need 
to place the human person at 
the very center of public policy 
instead of pursuing power or 
profit. Turkson attended the 
event alongside a small Vatican 
delegation with the intent of 
promoting the care for creation 
and a special attention to the 
poor.

Last year, Pope Francis did 
not send a message to the mar-
ket movers and shakers at Da-
vos, choosing instead to send 
a slimmed-down Vatican dele-
gation to the summit. But this 
year’s theme, “Stakeholders 
for a Cohesive and Sustainable 
World,” is right up the pope’s 
alley.

Starting with his encyclical 
on the environment, "Laudato 
Si'," Francis has been a promi-
nent world leader in combating 
climate change and promoting 
sustainability centered on the 
human person. That message 
seemed to clash with the fleet 
of private jets that landed in 
Davos last year, provoking 
global outrage and Twitter hys-
teria.

This year, the gathering 
promises to be among the 
most eco-friendly events in 
the world — in an effort to 
rebrand what has been for the 
past 50 years a summit of the 
world’s most wealthy and influ-
ential individuals.

The lineup of attendees and 
speakers includes notable fig-
ures such as German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and teen 
environmental activist Greta 
Thunberg. About 3,000 people 
are expected to attend.

Francis expressed hope 
the meeting might promote a 
sense of international cooper-
ation and help overcome, in 
his words, “the isolationism, 
individualism and ideological 
colonization that sadly char-
acterizes too much contempo-
rary debate.”

He acknowledged too of-
ten materialistic or utilitarian 
visions create practices and 
structures largely motivated by 
self-interest. The consequence 
of this lack of charity and soli-
darity, he said, is real injustice 
because it excludes most mem-
bers of the human family.

“In seeking genuine prog-
ress, let us not forget that to 
trample upon the dignity of an-
other person is in fact to weak-

en one’s own worth,” he said.
On Monday, the interna-

tional nonprofit organization 
Oxfam published its yearly re-
port on global inequality, alleg-
ing the world’s richest people, 
fewer than 2,000 individuals, 
own collectively more than 
twice as much wealth as the 
other 6.9 billion people on the 
planet. On the same day, the 
Bank for International Settle-
ments warned the next finan-
cial crisis might be triggered by 
climate change.

For the cardinal, combating 
poverty and protecting the en-
vironment are connected.

“We need to listen and re-
spond urgently,” Turkson said 
during a panel on Tuesday. 
“The cry of the poor and the 
cry of the Earth go hand in 
hand.”

The Vatican delegation 
will attend several panels at 
the World Economic Forum 
revolving around issues of in-
equality, poverty and the care 
of the environment.

Pope tells the powerful at Davos to focus on humanity
Children’s worship 

programs;
Training for those 

wanting to learn puppetry.
Ford said all of the pro-

ductions are based on Bible 
stories or principles.  

For more information or 
to schedule a presentation, 
call Linda Smith at 217-
348-5827 or via E-mail: 
holyhands61920@gmail.
com 

PUPPETS
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other communities have faced 
equally traumatizing forms of 
bigotry,” he added.

The poll found little differ-
ence between political parties 
in levels of Holocaust knowl-
edge. Men tended to know 
more than women; older 
adults, especially those 65 and 

POLL
FROM PAGE 5B

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

sins and come to him. There 
is no time like the present 
to receive God’s forgiveness. 
Don’t let anything hold one 
back from coming to Christ, 
right now today. He is waiting 
to reward all with eternal life. 
Reach out and accept this gift 

Abortion bans attack Jewish religious freedom

SHEILA
KATZ
GUEST
COLUMN

and be happy with him for all 
time. 

 The world is full of hope 
for those who accept God’s 
wonderful gift of salvation.

 (The Rev. Joe Tomich is pas-
tor at Paris First United Meth-
odist Church. Email him at 
pjtomich@yahoo.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.) 

up, knew more than adults 
ages 18-29.

The questions about 
the Holocaust were part 
of a larger Pew survey that 
explored what Americans 
know about religion. That 
survey was published in July.

The margin of sampling 
error for the poll was plus 
or minus 1.5 percentage 
points.

GRACE NOTES

TAIZÉ PRAYER SERVICE
A Taizé prayer service is 7-8 
p.m. Feb. 11 in the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. The 
hour-long service for all faith 
traditions includes prayer, beau-
tiful music and a time for silence 
with spoken and silent prayers. 
The prayer space is lit primarily 
by candlelight to enhance the 
experience.

WINTER USED BOOK SALE
Book lovers of all kinds are invit-
ed to check out the Winter Used 
Book Sale, hosted by the Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, Indiana. Times are 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily Feb. 14-17, in 
Providence Spirituality & Confer-
ence Center. Categories include 
hardbacks, paperbacks, books on 
spirituality, Bibles, novels, gar-
dening, history, children’s books, 
health and wellness books, craft-
ing and more. Items are not pre-
priced, but freewill donations will 
be accepted. Local author Joni 
Wolf will be present 1:30-4 p.m. 
Feb. 16 to sell and sign copies of 
her book, “The Immanuel Quilt.”  
Linden Leaf Gifts will conduct a 
clearance sale during the used 
book sale.  

MEMORY CAFÉ
A Memory Café is 2-4 p.m. Feb. 
20 in the Havlik Center of Provi-
dence Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The event is designed to 
address the isolation and stigma 
a dementia diagnosis can bring 
for both the person living with 
dementia and their care partners. 
Gathering with others provides 
support, connectedness and 
community at a time when it is 
most needed. There is no cost 
to attend. Learn more at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2870 or email 
ecollins@spsmw.org.

BAKING SOURDOUGH BREADS
Learn various bread-baking ba-
sics, tips and tricks for creating 
and maintaining sourdough 
bread starters 1-5 p.m. Feb. 22, 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
during the White Violet Center for 
Eco-Justice (WVC) Baking Sour-
dough Breads workshop. Sam-
ples, instructions and starters to 
take home are included as part 
of the workshop. The cost is $45, 
and the registration deadline is 
Feb. 15. Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2932 or emailing 
wvc@spsmw.org.

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Two trade deals and a price drop
Corn outlook depends on China’s follow-through after trade deal signings, but there is room for optimism
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The signing 
of the phase one trade deal 
with China and approval in 
the U.S. Senate of the USMCA 
last week saw two positive de-
velopments on the trade front. 
However, despite some resolu-
tion on these trade issues, mar-
kets reacted negatively, says 
University of Illinois agricul-
tural economist Todd Hubbs. 

“The USMCA, while pro-
viding stability with two major 
trading partners, held limited 
short-term upside potential 
for corn and soybean exports. 
Significant skepticism on the 
ability of China to hit phase 
one trade targets among many 
market participants provided 
no support for prices,” Hubbs 
said. 

“The phase one trade deal 

holds the most potential for 
more significant exports over 
the next year,” he adds. “The 
enforcement, timing, and mag-
nitude of Chinese purchases 
remain unknown. To reach the 
$36.5 billion target for 2020 
outlined in the trade deal, sub-
stantial Chinese buying must 
occur this year in U.S. corn and 
soybean markets.” 

Hubbs explains the poten-
tial for corn exports reaching 
or eclipsing current market-
ing-year projections depends 
on follow-through in Chinese 
buying and the U.S. recouping 
market share from Brazil. As of 
Jan. 9, total commitments for 
corn exports lag last year’s pace 
by 511 million bushels, he said.   

USDA’s current forecast for 
marketing-year exports sits at 
1.775 billion bushels, 354 mil-
lion bushels below last year’s 

export total. Despite the much 
lower projection, the recent 
pace of corn exports still sits 
below the USDA’s forecast. 
According to the relationship 
between weekly export in-
spection data and Census Bu-
reau data, corn exports for the 
remainder of the marketing 
year need to average near 41.4 
million bushels per week. Last 
year, corn export inspections 
from January to August aver-
aged near 33 million bushels 
per week. Over the previous 
five weeks, corn export inspec-
tions averaged 19.7 million 
bushels per week, up from the 
18.3 million bushels per week 
during the first quarter of the 
marketing year. 

“The recent weakness in 
U.S. corn export pace began 
in June last year and continues 
thus far in the marketing year. 

Brazilian corn exports began 
in earnest around this period 
due to a large safrinha crop.” 
Hubbs said. “CONAB esti-
mates placed the second corn 
crop near 2.7 billion bushels in 
2019. The large crop helped to 
drive Brazilian marketing-year 
exports to 1.5 billion bushels 
for the 2018-19 marketing 
year, up 656 million bushels 
from the previous marketing 
year.” 

At present, the USDA pre-
dicts Brazilian corn exports at 
1.3 billion bushels. While the 
planting of the safrinha crop 
is just beginning, the Brazilian 
forecast of this year’s crop sits 
at 2.61 billion bushels. 

“High corn prices in Brazil 
combined with a smaller sec-
ond crop may see stronger U.S. 
corn exports in the second half 
of the marketing year. Chinese 

purchases will help if they ma-
terialize. U.S. corn buying from 
China remains limited by the 
283 million bushels tariff-rate 
quota that remains in place and 
enforced despite the phase one 
trade deal,” Hubbs said. 

U.S. soybean exports in 
the current marketing year 
sit on par with last year’s pace 
through early January. Total 
commitments, as of Jan. 9, 
stood at 1.12 billion bushels. 
This level of commitments 
sits slightly above last year’s 
1.11 billion bushels total. Ac-
cumulated exports came in 
well above last year’s total at 
854 million bushels shipped 
thus far, up from 656 million 
bushels last year. Outstanding 
sales weakened recently and sit 
at 266 million bushels, down 
from last year’s 460 million 
bushels. 

“Analysis of Census Bureau 
and export inspection data in-
dicate soybean exports need to 
average near 27 million bushels 
per week to reach USDA’s cur-
rent projection of 1.775 billion 
bushels,” Hubbs said. 

“Last year, export inspec-
tions averaged 30.6 million 
bushels per week from January 
through the end of August. 
While weaker sales hint at a 
slowing export pace, increased 
buying from China may help 
boost export totals this mar-
keting year. The magnitude of 
the increase remains in ques-
tion due to a large Brazilian 
crop.” 

Hubbs notes increased 
Chinese buying of soybeans, 
while supportive, leads to de-
creased buying in the rest of 
the world. This substitution 

TRUMP SPEAKS TO FARM BUREAU

Special to The Prairie Press

President Donald Trump speaks Sunday at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s convention in Austin, Texas.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas — President Don-
ald Trump had a simple message to 
farmers gathered in Austin, Texas for 
an annual farming convention: I did it; 
you’re welcome. 

“They were all saying you’ll never get 
a deal done with China,” Trump told 
the audience at the American Farm 
Bureau’s annual convention, his third 
year speaking at the event. “I’ve told 
everyone you’ve got to buy a lot of land 
and we’ve got to get much bigger trac-
tors right now. We’re going to sell the 
greatest product you’ve ever seen.” 

On the heels of announcing new 
trade agreements last week the White 
House says will bring billions of dol-
lars to U.S. farmers and the agricul-
ture industry, President Trump told a 
supportive agriculture industry crowd 
they stand to benefit the most. 

In his third appearance in three years 
before the largest U.S farm group, Presi-
dent Trump told cheering farmers they 
will get a final round of $3.6 billion in 
trade-war payments despite trade deals 
intended to spur money-making ag ex-
ports. Trump pointed to an upturn in 
farm income, aided greatly by federal 
subsidies in 2018 and 2019, and pre-
dicted on Sunday, “the big stuff is yet 
to come.” 

“Under this landmark agreement, 

China will be purchasing $40 billion 
to $50 billion of American agricultural 
products every single year, tripling our 
agricultural exports to China,” Trump 
said while holding a printed-out article 
from The Wall Street Journal that cit-
ed his approval rating among farmers 
at 83 percent. “Most of all the deal is 
enforceable, very very powerfully en-
forceable.”   

Farm exports to China will triple un-
der the Phase One agreement signed 
last Wednesday, while the United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, 

approved by the Senate on Thursday, 
“will massively boost export” to the 
U.S. neighbors, Trump said during a 
speech to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation. Interwoven with Trump’s 
list of victories in trade negotiations 
and opening markets abroad were 
reminders of the billions of dollars 
sent to farmers to offset the tariffs im-
posed on other nations in response to 
Trump’s policy of trade confrontation. 

So far, producers have received 
$10.8 billion to offset the impact of 

Trump promises payments
More trade-war payments 
‘coming very quickly,’ 
President tells farmers

Special to The Prairie Press                                                                                        

North Carolina farmer Charles Lee wore a “Make Farming Great Again” hat to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s address to the American Farm Bureau Federation convention 
this past week.

See TRADE, Page 8B

See OUTLOOK, Page 8B

When readers of this 
weekly effort take the 
time to write me a letter 

or email, 
it’s a safe 
bet they 
want to 
have the 
final word 
on what-
ever riled 
them to 
write. I’m 
fine with 
that.

In fact, 
because of their remark-
able diligence, I turn this 
space over to reading 
writers every June and 
December so everyone 
might enjoy some of the 
more colorful ways people 
think I should spend my 
time other than writing.

Take Joe from Ohio 
who was so steamed about 
a mid-July column on cli-
mate change that he wrote 
(in all capital letters) “…
we totally reject your 
columns because of your 
evil hatred of President 
Trump!! If we were the 
editor (of this newspaper) 
we would kick you out the 
first minute.”

Five months later, 
another email arrived 
from Ohio — this one 
didn’t include a name, 
only an email address — 
equally steaming: “These 
are not news articles but 
paragraphs of Trump- and 
Republican-bashing. Get 
rid of this guy.”

A similar, but much 
longer, email from Bill 
arrived in October to — 
correctly as it turns out 
— note that my column 
isn’t a news article at all. 
In fact, wrote Bill, “Funny 
how I can tell your polit-
ical affiliation from the 
content of the article and 
the slant of your opinions. 
This would not have been 
tolerated 40 or 50 years 
ago…”

In fact, Bill, it would 
have been tolerated 

Get rid 
of this 
guy, say 
letters

See GUEBERT, Page 8B

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND  
FOOD FILE

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners in 
Coles County 12th Annu-
al Spring into Gardening 
workshop is 8 a.m.-noon, 
Feb. 15, at the Home 
Church, 2350 Madison 
Ave. Charleston.

Light refreshments and 
a silent auction of gar-
den-related crafts, equip-
ment, supplies and more 
are part of the event. 

Carla Honselman pres-
ents “Making a Healthy 
Difference – Nutrition and 
Gardening” – to examine 
the many ways gardening 
and nutrition interact, in-
cluding health benefits of 
gardening, gardening for 
nutrition and ways garden-
ers can make a difference. 

Ryan Pankau discuss-
es “Tree Care and Urban 
Soils” – exploring the attri-
butes of urban soils in con-
trast to undisturbed forest 
soils.  Pankau discusses 
how to diagnose abiotic 
tree stresses related to soil 
problems and practical 
ways to assess urban soil 
health, as well as current 
tree care techniques to ad-
dress these problems. 

Five Feline Farm pres-
ents “To Market, to Mar-
ket, to Buy a Fat Fig” – 
Donna Coonce and Julia 
Miller cover everything 
one needs to know to be a 
star consumer at the local 
farmer’s market. They also 
offer tips on how to set up 
a market business.

The cost of the work-
shop is $25 per person. 
Seating is limited, and 
pre-registration is re-
quired. 

Register for the pro-
gram online at https://
go.illinois.edu/SpringIn-
toGardening2020 using a 
credit card at the program 
registration link, or by 
downloading a registration 
form from the event page 
and click on click to see 
flyer. Those preferring not 
to register online, can mail 
or deliver the registration 
form along with the $25 
payment to the University 

Master 
Gardeners 
spring into 
gardening

See GARDENER, Page 8B
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GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and handling 
fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 
24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier 
Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT 
Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored 
burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are 
connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to 
pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract 
required from ADT Pulse + Video: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must 
be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees 
may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/
or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional 
charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts 
on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, 
AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-
127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-
TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, 
NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, 
Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-
2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba 
Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q120

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-271-5617
Ask about same-day 

installation! 
Reply By 

April 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1 

home security company in the U.S.  

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
 VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM  
New customers only. Early termination 
 fee applies. Installation starts 
 at $99 with 36 month 
                monitoring agreement.  
                See all offer details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD 
From Protect Your Home 
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS 
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL 
—$139 Value
DOORBELL CAMERA 
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

PER MONTH

MONITORING 

GREAT 

LOW
PRICE

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

 ✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 
140 years of experience and offers  
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 ✓SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

 ✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY
 ✓LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard.

 ✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  
Be Scheduled 
At Your Earliest  
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-844-209-3359
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/prairie

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

February February 
Wine Wine & Dine& Dine  

February 11,  6-9 p.m.
JOIN US FOR GREAT FOOD AND GREAT FELLOWSHIP AS YOU 

ENJOY A  4-COURSE PLATED MEAL WITH WINE PAIRINGS 
CREATED BY CHEF KYLE POSEY 

Seating is limited.  
Reservations required
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

Be Smart 

Get Healthy
Eat Well

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment.

Visit go.illinois.edu/cce

for nutrition tips, recipes 

&  cooking videos!   

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Brats
Regular, Cheddar, Cajun and

Philly Steak & Cheese

is pronounced in the west-
ern hemisphere and the EU, 
where total commitments 
thus far this marketing year sit 
lower by 140 and 78 million 
bushels, respectively. 

“A sizable Brazilian crop 
may exacerbate this trend,” 
Hubbs said. “The USDA fore-
casts the 2019-20 soybean 
crop in Brazil near 4.5 bil-
lion bushels, up from around 
4.3 billion bushels last year. 
It seems unlikely that China 
will walk away from buying 
in Brazil over the short run, 

particularly since reports out 
of China indicate first-quarter 
buying is complete.”

Hubbs continued, “Expan-
sion of U.S. soybean buying 
from China in 2020 may be 
concentrated later in the year 
as we enter the next market-
ing year. If China reverted to a 
typical buying pattern from a 
year without a trade war, soy-
bean exports near 420 million 
bushels from January through 
August look feasible, much 
like totals seen in the 2016-
217 and 2017-18 marketing 
years. While the signing of 
the phase one trade deal holds 
promise, buying from China 

may take a while.” 
Cautious optimism about 

the phase one trade deal seems 
appropriate, Hubbs said.

“The ability of corn ex-
ports to meet current USDA 
projections seems unlike-
ly without an expansion in 
Chinese purchases,” he said. 
“Soybean exports remain on 
pace to hit current projec-
tions with the potential for 
higher exports under acceler-
ated Chinese purchasing. At 
this point, export levels above 
current projections require 
follow-through on the nego-
tiated trade agreement with 
China.” 

OUTLOOK
FROM PAGE 7B

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 7B

because the Farm and Food 
File began as an opinion 
column 26 years ago and 
remains an opinion column. 
It wouldn’t be much of an 
opinion column if it didn’t 
include an opinion — like 
yours just now.

Several emailers thought 
columns that dissected the 
White House’s trade policies 
weren’t just wrong, they 
were downright unpatriotic. 
In attempting to make that 
argument, however, Norm 
from Indiana gave me more 
credit than I either possess 
or deserve.

 “AG, if you spend just a 
little time explaining how 
the Chinese Commies have 
been ripping off the USA 

instead of attacking the Pres-
ident, perhaps they would 
be more willing to come to a 
trade agreement.”

Well, Norm, I can cer-
tainly give it the old US of 
A try. I wouldn’t count on 
the “Commies” changing 
soon because of me and my 
musings, though.

John from New York 
wrote to make a similar 
point but he got lost in the 
ongoing tariff tangle that is 
U.S. trade policy. “Trump 
is the FIRST PRESIDENT 
that has acted to end these 
tariffs. See what our Presi-
dent is fighting for?”

Not really, John, but 
then again I’m focused on 
converting communists into 
socialists right now.

Not all correspondence 
contained suggestions on 

when, where and how to fire 
me. Most, in fact, contained 
warm praise and good 
wishes. David, for example, 
emailed on July 18 to say, 
“I’m sure you get lots of 
negative feedback, so I want 
to say I always enjoy your 
columns.”

Joe, from Florida, second-
ed Dave’s motion with more 
enthusiasm. “You are one 
of the top five writers in the 
U.S.! You get the message 
out through the lines!”

Thanks, Joe.
Another emailer, Roy 

from Nebraska, was nearly 
as effusive: “First, I love your 
column. Next, I don’t know 
how you do it… You are 
spot on in my opinion…”

What’s more, adds Roy, 
“Since when is the definition 
of a good Lutheran farm 

boy one that covers his eyes 
and sticks his head in the 
ground?”

Amen, Roy. There’s 
enough of that going around 
already and, in 2020, we 
don’t need more sand in our 
eyes, ears and gears. We will, 
however, need more cards, 
letters and emails because, 
honestly, the June letters col-
umn that you’ll need to write 
is just around the corner.

So, Happy New Year and 
happy writing.

 Yes, even to my fiery 
friends in Ohio.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois 
dairy farm. Email him at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.
com.)

of Illinois Coles Coun-
ty Extension office, 809 
Broadway Ave. Mattoon, 
IL 61938.  

The registration dead-
line is Monday, February 
10, or when seating capac-
ity is reached. Questions 
may be directed to the 
Coles County Extension 
office, 217-345-7034.  

GARDENER
FROM PAGE 7B

TRADE
FROM PAGE 7B

the Sino-U.S. trade war on 
2019 crops and livestock, 
on top of $8.6 billion in cash 
for 2018 production. A deci-
sion whether to release the 
final tranche of $3.6 billion, 
depending on market con-
ditions and the state of trade 
negotiation, was due this 
month. 

“And I am delighted to re-
port that the final installment 
of those billions of dollars of 
the money will be coming 
very quickly,” said Trump, 
complimenting farmers for 
their patience during negoti-
ations. 

Farmers, who are often so-
cial and fiscal conservatives, 
voted for Trump in landslide 
numbers in 2016. Trump re-
mains highly popular in farm 
country, partly because of 
tax cuts, regulatory relief and 
support for corn ethanol. In a 
2019 study by the Center for 
Agricultural and Rural De-
velopment, farmers in three 
Midwestern states said the 
trade war hit them in pock-
etbook but they agreed with 
Trump it was important to 
end predatory trade practices 

by China – seeing it as short-
term pain for long-term gain. 
Most of them said the trade-
war payments were helpful. 

Ag exports, which generate 
20¢ of each $1 of farm sales, 
are down because of the trade 
war and low commodity pric-
es. Sales are forecast at $139 
billion this year, compared to 
$143.4 billion in fiscal 2018, 
when retaliatory tariffs began 
to bite. China used to be the 
top customer for U.S. farm 
goods but now ranks fourth 
with purchases that are half of 
their volume before the trade 
war. 

Some analysts are skep-
tical that sales to China can 
be rebuilt quickly, let alone 
soar to $40-$50 billion a year, 
the level the administration 
says is required by the Phase 
One agreement. The Na-
tional Farmers Union, the 
second-largest farm group, 
said the trade war, “bruised 
our (U.S.) reputation, mak-
ing other trading partners 
reluctant to work with us.” 
The U.S. International Trade 
Commission has estimated 
that trade with Canada and 
Mexico will grow by 1 percent 
under USMCA. The agree-
ment preserves duty-free ac-
cess to Canada and Mexico 
for almost all U.S. food and 
exports. It obliges Canada to 
remove some barriers to U.S. 
dairy, poultry, eggs and wheat. 

“We’ll see the proof when 
$40-$50 billion in orders 
(from China) come in,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Son-
ny Perdue, who spoke to the 
farm group on Monday. He 
said there would be no trade 
war payments for 2020 crops. 

Trump said he would sign 
the USMCA in a matter of 
days, after he returns from the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland. 

“We’ll have a ceremony, 
probably in the White House. 
We also may go to some of the 
farming communities,” said 
Trump. 

Early in his speech, Trump 
promised, “We’ll be here next 
year, too” – a way of saying he 
expects to be re-elected. 

Trump also celebrated oth-
er recent deals made with Ja-
pan on agricultural products, 
Brazil for wheat and ethanol, 
the European Union for beef 
exports, and other countries. 
He cited another victory by 
ensuring that oil refiners must 
add a minimum of 15 billion 
gallons of ethanol and other 
biofuels to the U.S. gasoline 
and diesel supply. 

He also noted that he, “vir-
tually eliminated the deeply 
unfair,” estate tax. Trump 
arguably received the most 
applause when he reminded 
the crowd of his administra-
tion’s work to rewrite the Wa-
ters of the United States rule. 

“That was a rule that basi-
cally took your property away 
from you,” Trump said to one 
of numerous standing ova-
tions. 

The president did also step 
outside of farming-focused 
subjects. He said there are 
plans in the works to sup-
port $20 billion for bringing 
broadband to rural areas. 

He noted the border wall 
with Mexico is more than 100 
miles long and should reach 
400 miles by the end of the 
year. 
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Puzzles

ACROSS
1. Database management system
5. Soft blue-gray mineral
11. Algerian coastal city
12. A healthy redness
16. El __, border town
17. Part of the mind
18. Female body part
19. Atrocities
24. You can call Paul Simon this
25. Copyread
26. Large integers
27. Large, flightless bird
28. Bread and whiskey are two
29. Indicate pain or discomfort
30. Worry
31. Wild goats
33. Belittle
34. More supernatural
38. Wakes up
39. Intestinal pouches
40. Popular dance
43. American state
44. CSI actor
45. Having a keen enthusiasm for
49. Swiss river
50. Restaurant item
51. Intense unhappiness
53. Unit of loudness
54. Increase in velocity
56. Mesoamerican religion
58. Early multimedia
59. Forearm bone
60. An unprincipled person
63. Swarming with
64. Shellfish
65. Root of taro plant

DOWN
1. More silly
2. Adult beverage

3. Iron used for lofting
4. Noses
5. Smile
6. One who examines closely
7. Lethal dose
8. Denotes past
9. “This Is Us” actor Fitch
10. Dabbling ducks
13. Polish beer
14. A type of cat
15. Shows respect for
20. Of I
21. Commercial
22. Chai and chamomile 
are two
23. Lodging option

27. Geological times
29. Unit of electrical 
inductance (abbr.)
30. Where G-men work
31. Hot beverage
32. One of the six noble 
gases
33. Southern constel-
lation
34. South American 
nation
35. Suitable for use as 
food
36. The back
37. I (German)
38. Blood group

CROSSWORD

40. Fit to stand trial
41. Praise excessively
42. Female’s title
44. EU predecessor
45. Acutely insightful and wise
46. Disguised
47. Improved the appearance of
48. Generator
50. The real __, the genuine article
51. Male’s title
52. Home of the Hawkeyes
54. About aviation
55. At all times
57. Military peace officer
61. College degree
62. Indicates position

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

people swear by this cure. 
Warm liquids soothe a sore 
throat and adding honey to 
tea seems to be a welcome 
relief for many.  

As always one of the best 
defenses is frequent and thor-
ough hand washing especially 

when touching the nose or 
eyes. Stay healthy this winter. 
Last, but not least, if one 
catches a cold or flu, be a true 
friend.  Please stay home, get 
well and do not infect others. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired 
teacher and is famous for her 
pies. Email her at rpweib1@
gmail.com.)

PATCHETT
FROM PAGE 1B

LEMONY CHICKEN AND 
ORZO SOUP

Ingredients
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 medium leek, white and pale 

green parts only, halved 
lengthwise and sliced cross-
wise 1/4 inch thick

1 celery stalk sliced crosswise ¼ 
inch thick

3/4 lbs. boneless chicken 
breasts or thighs

1 chicken bouillon cube
1 15-oz. can chicken broth
1 carrot, peeled and grated
Kosher salt and black pepper 
2/3 cup orzo
1/4 cup chopped fresh dill
2 small lemons, juiced
1 tablespoon parsley

Heat oil in heavy pot and 
cook the leek and celery over 
medium heat, stirring often, 
until they are soft, about 8 min-

utes. Add chicken, grated carrot 
and six cups of water, season 
with salt and pepper, bring to 
a boil, and simmer for 15 to 20 
minutes until chicken is done. 
Transfer chicken to a plate to let 
cool and then shred chicken into 
bite size pieces. Meanwhile, re-
turn water to a boil, add 1 can of 
chicken broth, bouillon cube and 
orzo. Cook orzo for 10 minutes 
and add shredded chicken. Cook 
another 5 minutes along with 
chopped dill, parsley, and fresh 
squeezed lemon juice. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal (OSFM) announced the 
application period is now open 
for the Small Equipment Grant 
Program. All interested depart-
ments should send an appli-
cation to OSFM no later than 
Feb. 29. OSFM will award $3.5 
million to eligible fire depart-
ments and ambulance services 
during this application period.

The Small Equipment Grant 
Program was established to 
provide grants of up to $26,000 
for the purchase of small 
firefighting and ambulance 
equipment. This program is an 
innovative approach to a prob-
lem that has long caused diffi-
culties for the fire departments 
and not-for profit ambulance 
services in Illinois, particular-
ly those that have hardships 
in generating the necessary 
revenue for small equipment. 
The purpose is to allow eligi-
ble applicants the opportunity 
to purchase small equipment 
they may otherwise not be able 

to purchase. 
Most Illinois fire depart-

ments, fire protection districts 
and township fire departments 
are eligible to apply. In addi-
tion, stand-alone, not-for-prof-
it ambulance service providers 
are eligible to apply.

Fire department, fire pro-
tection districts and township 
fire department applicants are 
required to have participated in 
the National Fire Incident Re-
porting System (NFIRS) for a 
minimum of two years prior to 
applying.

Additional information 
including the application 
can be found here: https://
www2.i l l inois.gov/sites/
sfm/Iam/FireDepartment/
Grants-and-Loans/Pages/
default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2lK-
JADTq30x027VLZUazoB-
ZVtynRWD91meoygszVG-
Png61et5NSFhblXc.

Completed applications 
should be submitted to: Office 
of the State Fire Marshal, Small 
Equipment Grant Program, 
1035 Stevenson Drive, Spring-
field, IL 62703.

Fire Marshal opens 
applications for grant

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh Commu-
nity Unit School District #1 
has released the second quar-
ter elementary school honor 
roll.

Third grade: high honors, 
Callie Duzan, Peyton Duzan, 
Cheyenne Nichols, Gavin 
Richards, Claire Tharp and 
Adelynn Tyler; honors, Av-
ery Bowyer, Kolten Key and 

Weston Swyear.
Fourth grade: high honors, 

Dakovanie Donithan, Sawyer 
Anderson, Seth Anderson 
and Wyatt McClain; honors, 
Haylee Buckler, Avery Grise, 
Corinne Heintz, Jerry Knif-
ley, Kaydance Shear, Devin 
Wright, Wesley Harbaugh 
and Hailey Queen.

Fifth grade: high honors, 
Wyatt Ash, Ali Cash,  Ahlys-
sa Garwood, Tayler Rardin, 

Payton Scott, Judd Wolfe, Ad-
dison Wright and Taylor Wil-
liams; honors, Ella Bennett, 
Eyan Keys, Fallyn McCasland 
and Kyrstin Michael.

Sixth grade: all A’s, Reegan 
Boothe; honor roll, Kennedy 
Brown, Adysen Colvin, Mar-
garet Milburn, Allowyn Nich-
ols, Lucas Reynolds, Peyton 
Riley and Brooklyn Tharp.

Seventh grades: all A’s, Lily-
an Brown, Andrew Houlihan, 

Jack Houlihan, Chance Mul-
lenix, Grant North, Lillian 
North and Lydia Richardson; 
honor roll, Taran Borntreger, 
Shaylun Christenberry, Gar-
rett Pollock and Kayli Trotter. 

Eighth grade: all A’s, Josie 
Armstrong, Mara Bosch, 
Holden Crank, Kenzie Hales, 
Samantha McClain and Em-
ily Milburn; honor roll, Levi 
Ash, Dallas Cary, Kaiden 
Cooper and Payton Vezina.

Shiloh second quarter honor roll announced
Ninth grade: high hon-

ors, Zoey Burton, Brenden 
Cash, Levi Eads, Kelsey Luth, 
Briton Tischer and Kaylin 
Williams; honors, Thaylee 
Barry, William Graham, Ty-
ler Hutchinson, Will Morris, 
Karissa Nield, Mollie Pollock 
and Jacob Smith

Tenth grade: high honors, 
Josephine Carroll, Madelyn 
Cary, Megan Houlihan and 
Colby Luth; honors, Jack 
Armstrong, Isabella Dudley, 
Emery Keys, Holden Kile and 

Caroline Smith.
Eleventh grade: high hon-

ors, none; honors, Jesse As-
bury, Tayler Barry and Emily 
Hall.

Twelfth grade: high hon-
ors, Madison Barrow, Isabella 
Carroll, Madelynn Dudley, 
Rileigh Hawk, Jacob Knof-
sky, Michelle Michaels, Gwen 
Morris and Lola Wood; 
honors, Emily Barrow, Lillie 
Cox, Marijain Roberts, Sa-
mantha Skinner and Cody 
Weber. 

EASY KALE CHIPS

Ingredients
Clean torn kale leaves 
Olive Oil
Kosher Salt

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees. Spread out kale leaves 
that have been washed and 
dried. A salad spinner works 

great for washing kale leaves 
and removing excess water. 
Remove leaves from stem and 
tear into bite size pieces. Place 
kale on foil or parchment lined 
baking sheet or jellyroll pan, 
sprinkle with olive oil and ko-
sher salt. Bake for 15 minutes. 
Cool pan on wire rack and eat. 
Any leftovers should be stored 
in a plastic bag to keep fresh. 



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

MOVING SALE 
Rte 150 E to 1900th E Rd, 
Follow Signs 
Sat 10 -4, Sun 1-4, Mon 10-4 
Indoors Heated. Collectibles, 
Antiques, Crafts, Home Decor 
and more. 

Local company seeking a full 
time driver. Class B CDL 
required. All local driving; 
competitive wages 100% 
company paid health insurance 
plus pension.  Call 217-465-7621

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training- 
over 40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning 
and Advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

German Shepherd Puppies for 
sale- we have 10 puppies born 
on Dec. 13th. CKC registered 
$400 ea. Phone 812-841-1938

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $600 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

House for Sale
in Kansas, Illinois
$10,500 OBO
Call 765-481-5506

House for sale in Chrisman IL
Older home , 419 N Indiana 
$12,5000 OBO or contract per 
deed
Call 618-638-2249

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 

included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

Daddy Daughter Dance
Sat., February 7
6:00-8:00 pm

St. Mary’s Parish Hall
DJ Music, Finger Foods

Mementos & Photos

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF 
COURT DATE FOR REQUEST 

FOR NAME CHANGE (ADULT)

There will be a court date on my 
Request to change my name 

from:

JUDY KAY VERE’

To the new name of:

JUDY KAY STARK

The court date will be held:

on March 11, 2020 at 9:00am
at 115 West court Paris, IL 

Edgar County
in Courtroom # 1

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF
  H. K., a minor         2017-JA-2
 A. J,.,a minor         2017-JA-4
J. K.,a minor          2017-JA-5

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
To:   Kacie Krabel, Respondent 

Mother, believed to be 
deceased:

       Stephen Jones, Respondent 
Father, 204 Mack    Street, 

Georgetown, IL 61846
Any or All Unknown Fathers

Take notice that on the 1st day of 
May, 2017 Petitions for Neglect 
were filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act by the Edgar County 
State’s Attorney, in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois entitled: In the Interest 
of H. K., 17- JA-2, In the interest 
of A. J., 17-JA-4, and in The 
Interest of J. K., 17-JA-5. Further, 
Petitions for Termination of 
Parental Rights were filed in 
the same matters on the 24th 
day of September, 2019 and 
that in the courtroom of Judge 
Matthew Sullivan, Courtroom 
#1, Edgar County Courthouse, 
115 W. Court Street Paris, Illinois, 
on the 28th day of January, 
2020, at the hour of 1:30 pm, 
or as soon thereafter as this 
case may be heard, a hearing on 
the Petitions for Termination of 
Parental Rights will be held.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom I t May Concern 

file your answer to the Petition 
in this action or otherwise file 
your appearance herein in the 
hearing on said date and at said 
hour and show cause against 
the Petition, the allegations of 
the Petition may stand admitted 
against you and an Order or 
Judgment  by Default may be 
entered against you for the relief 
asked in the Petition.
You must also know that 
upon service of this Notice 
by Publication, you will not be 
entitled to further written or 
publication notice of proceed-
ings in this case, except as 
required by Supreme Court Rule 
11, which provides that notice is 
to be sent through regular mail 
to the attorney of record of a 
party or to a party’s address of 
record with the court, when he is 
not represented by an attorney.

Dated  this 3rd day of January, 
2020

Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY 
PARIS, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff, 
VS. 

DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY  BROWN, 

REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 

NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
Defendants. 
2019-MR-70 

LIS PENDENS NOTICE 
COMPLAINT FOR ABATEMENT 

OF NUISANCE AND 
DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 

BUILDINGS 
Notice is hereby given to DANIEL 
WARREN BROWN, CAROLYN 
KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMAINTS that a complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on December 23, 
2019, requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief. 
(0) The name of the plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 
(ii) The Court in which said 
action was brought is identified 
above. 
(iii) The names of the title 
holders of record are DANIEL 
WARREN BROWN and CAROLYN 
KAY BROWN 
(iv) The legal description of the 
subject real estate is: 
A part of Out Lot No. 264 to 
the City of Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, described as beginning 
at a point 65 feet East of the 
intersection of the 
North Line of Wood Street with 
the East Line of Young Street; 
thence North parallel with the 
East Line of Young Street to a 
point 272.9 feet South of the 
South Line of Milton Street 
(formerly Dill Street); thence 
West 65 feet to the East Line of 
Young Street 274.6 feet South 
of the South Line of Milton 
Street; thence South along the 
East Line of Young Street to 
the North Line of Wood Street; 
thence East 65  feet to the place 
of beginning. 
PREIN: 09-18-01-280-005 
(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 
501 E. Wood St., Paris, IL 61944 
DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY BROWN, 
REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS are 
served by Publication of this 
Notice. Unless DANIEL WARREN 
BROWN, CAROLYN KAY BROWN, 
REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS file 
an answer to the Complaint in 
this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on 
or before February 18, 2020, a 
default judgment may be en-
tered against DANIEL WARREN 
BROWN, CAROLYN KAY BROWN, 
REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
at any time after that day in 

accordance with the remedies 
requested in the Complaint. 

Angela R. Barrett 
CIRCUIT CLERK 

FRUIN & KASH Richard M. Kash, 
Jr. 129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944 Telephone: (217) 
465-4196 Fax: (217) 466-1213

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a request, signed by at 
least (1/3) of the Members of 
the Edgar County Board for a 
SPECIAL MEETING to be held on 
January 27, 2020 at 9:15 a.m., 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department, 12637 E. 950th 
Rd., Paris, IL has been filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office, for the 
purpose of:
1.    Accept Resignation of Shirley 
Mullen From Edgar County 
Housing Authority.

2. Appoint Jane Thomey to 
the Edgar County Housing 
Authority Board top Fill the 
Vacancy Created by Resignation 
of Shirley Mullen, With Term 
Expiring 8/1/20.

3.  Appoint Donna Vietor to the 
Edgar County Housing Authority 
Board to Fill the Vacancy 
Created by Resignation of Jeff 
Goodwin, With Term Expiring 
8/1/22

Given under my hand and seal 
this 22nd day of January, 2020

Edgar County Clerk

Math Teacher at Paris High 
School for 2020-2021 school 
year.
Send cover letter and resume 
to lbailey@pchs.k12.il.us or mail 
to Paris High School - 14040 E 
1200th Rd - Paris, IL 61944.

Human Service 
Transportation Plan (HSTP)

Region 8 Policy & Technical 
Committee

2020 Calendar of Meetings

Purpose:
To improve human service and 
public transportation for older 
adults, individuals with disabil-
ities, and individuals with low 
incomes, through coordinated 
transportation in the rural areas 

of East Central Illinois.
East Central Illinois HSTP Re-

gion 8 Counties:
Champaign, Clark, Coles, Cum-
berland, DeWitt, Douglas, Edgar, 
Macon, Moultrie, Piatt, Shelby, 

& Vermilion

When:
10am – Noon

Quarterly meetings or as needed. 
Typically held on the last month 
of a fiscal quarter (i.e. Septem-
ber, December, March, June), on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month. 
Exceptions are indicated below 

with an asterisk*.
 

2020 Region 8 Meeting Dates
 

March 19, 2020
Lifespan Center

11021 E Co Rd 800 N, 
Charleston, IL 61920

June 18, 2020
Arcola Center 

107 W. Main Street, 

Arcola, IL 61910

September 17, 2020
Brookens Administrative Center

1776 E. Washington Street, 
Urbana IL, 61802

*December 10, 2020
CRIS Rural Mass Transit District

615 E. Voorhees Street, 
Danville, IL 61832

These meetings are open to the 
public. All agendas and meeting 
information can be found here: 
https://ccrpc.org/committees/
region-8-hstp/. 
Please contact Kristen Gisondi 
at 217-531-8285 if further infor-
mation is needed.
Champaign County Regional 
Planning Commission strives 
to provide an environment wel-
coming to all persons regard-
less of disability, race, gender, 
or religion. Please call 217-531-
8285 to request special accom-
modations at least two business 
days in advance. 
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN. Downsizing! (Part 2)

Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 
Auction Begins To Close Monday, Feb. 10th at 4pm IL Time

Pickup Date: Wed. Feb. 12th, 1pm-4pm IL Time
Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

BROWSE AND BID NOW!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Bidding Opens: Wed. Feb. 12th

Bidding Begins To Close: Wed. Feb. 26th @ 4pm IL Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!

Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!”

Local Coverage 
Where You Work, 
Play & Live
Don’t miss out on the lastest news, sports, 
health, agribussiness, commerce and much 
more in your local newspaper!

Subscribe TODAY!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris • www.prairiepress.net

217-921-3216 • bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

In Print & Online

Serving Edgar County since 1848

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2020  |  11BNEWS, LEGALS

Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

DAKOTA BROWN 
November 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, Jessica Hendrick-
son; Director of Bands, Paris High School, Dr. Kevin Pruiett, Assistant Cashier & Senior Vice President Re-
tail, Prospect Bank, Autumn Kasey; Recipient Dakota Brown; Parents of Recipient Leatha & Randy Brown .

Dakota, son of Leatha & Randy Brown, has earned the Musician of the Month award 
sponsored by Prospect Bank. Dakota has as 3.9 GPA.  His music activities include Bea-
con Brigade, Marching Tigers & Paris City Band.  He is a member of the Tri-M National 
Music Honor Society.  He has also been an active member in the Drama organization 
throughout high school.  He has performed at Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day commu-
nity ceremonies and has volunteered for the Tri-M Food Drive and the Compassionate 
Food Ministry.    

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

30.45 +/- acres in Section 17 Elbridge Twp., 12.72 tillable NHEL acres 
and approximately 15.5 acres of woodlands for outstanding hunting.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H Building, Paris, IL.

For more information visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Land Auction - Edgar County, ILLand Auction - Edgar County, IL
30.45 +/- Acres with Tillable Farmland & 

Exceptional Hunting Woodlands
Tuesday, February 11 – 10 AM Central

Land Auction - Edgar County, ILLand Auction - Edgar County, IL

B E A T Y  C O L L E C T I O N  -  T W O  D A Y  A U C T I O N
February 8th 9:30am

LIVE ONLY
 
 
 
 
 
 

w w w . m i t c h w e b s t e r a u c t i o n s . c o m

ANTIQUE FURNITURE, VINTAGE WOOD & GAS STOVES, OIL & KEROSENE
LAMPS, GLASSWARE, ADVERTISING, PRIMITIVES & MORE!

 
 
 
 

MITCH WEBSTER, AUCTIONEER 217-320-3676
 DETAILS, PHOTOS & ONLINE BIDDING AT:

 

February 9th 10:00am
LIVE & ONLINE

 
 
 
 
 

9 PLAZA DRIVE
 BEARDSTOWN, IL  

 
 
 
 
 

Y o u r  T e a m  O n  T h e  G r o u n d  ®
S E L L A F A R M

Farm Retirement Auction
4 W D  C o m b i n e ,  H e a d s ,  F W A  T r a c t o r s ,
T i l l a g e ,  K i n z e  P l a n t e r ,  G r e a t  P l a i n s
D r i l l ,  G r a i n  C a r t s ,  S e e d  T e n d e r ,  H e a d
C a r t s  &  M o r e

O n l i n e  O n l y  A u c t i o n  S o f t  C l o s e s  W e d .  F e b .  1 2 t h ,  6 P M  C S T
See www.sellafarm.com for online bidding link, photos, & listing!

Randy Harvey,  Seller

S E L L A F A R M
Y o u r  T e a m  O n  T h e  G r o u n d  ®

www.sellafarm.com

Coalition renews Clean Energy Jobs Act push

Special to The Prairie Press

Sen. Cristina Castro (D-Elgin) speaks during an event in support of the Clean Energy Jobs Act, Tuesday, Jan. 21, at the James R. 
Thompson Center in Chicago. Castro is CEJA’s Senate sponsor. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
State Police (ISP) officials have 
received multiple calls from the 
public concerning suspected 
scam calls.  

Various ISP districts 
throughout the state have re-
ceived reports from citizens 
stating they have received calls 
from individuals with a foreign 
accent claiming to be members 
of the Illinois State Police seek-
ing their personal information. 
It is also reported the callers 
claim there is some police mat-
ter that needs to be resolved 

which requires the would-be-
victims’ personal information 
(full name, date of birth, Social 
Security number, etc.). 

Concerned citizens have 
also reported the telephone 
number where the call origi-
nated, matched the ISP District 
telephone number.

This type of scam is a com-
mon technique known as 
spoofing. Spoofing occurs 
when a telephone number is 
manipulated and disguised to 
look like an alternate telephone 
number of a person’s choos-
ing. Usually the number is dis-
guised to match the telephone 

Spoofing scam claims to be state police  
number of a government agen-
cy that would typically gather 
personal information in the 
performance of legitimate du-
ties.

 A few factors to consider:
Always ask the caller to 

identify himself/herself by 
name.
If an ISP Trooper needs to 

collect personal information, 
they will usually do so during 
an in-person interview.
Although there are certain-

ly times when an incident will 
require a follow up telephone 
call by an ISP Trooper to gath-
er additional information, e.g. 
a traffic crash investigation, an 
ISP Trooper will never ask for 
a Social Security number over 
the phone. The Trooper will 
also have knowledge of the in-
cident and a person’s specific 
role in that incident.
Scammers are aggressive 

in their techniques. One of the-
most common used techniques 
is to create a sense of urgency 
and fear in the potential victims 
in order to gain their personal 
information. 
If a person receives a call 

claiming to be from an ISP 
District, request the name of 
the caller in order to call back. 
Look up the ISP District phone 
number they claim to be call-
ing from, then call the number 
and ask to speak to the Trooper 
whose name was provided. If 
there is not a Trooper by that 
name, please advise the call 
taker of the incident. ISP Dis-
trict telephone numbers can be 
found at www.isp.state.il.us.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – With 
federal regulatory changes 
looming and legislators one 
week away from a return to 
the Capitol, some clean en-
ergy advocates are looking to 
jumpstart a stalled proposal 
to bring major reforms to the 
state’s energy landscape.

Members of the Illinois 
Clean Jobs Coalition, includ-
ing the legislative sponsors of 
the Clean Energy Jobs Act, or 
CEJA, spoke Tuesday at the 
James R. Thompson Center in 
Chicago. They said the issue is 
urgent because of the ongoing 
effects of climate change and 
a recent ruling by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, or FERC. “The Clean 
Energy Jobs Act will make the 
state a national leader in secur-
ing clean, affordable energy for 
all consumers in the state,” said 
state Sen. Cristina Castro, CE-
JA’s Senate sponsor. “Climate 
change is an emergency we 
can’t ignore, and the Trump 
administration is doing every-
thing it can to bail out fossil fuel 
power plants and force Illinois 
to take a giant step backwards 
from achieving 100 percent re-
newable energy.” Illinois is part 
of the federally-regulated PJM 
grid, which purchases capacity 
from electricity generators on 
behalf of all or portions of 13 
states and Washington D.C. at 
an auction every year.

Capacity procurement is 
not the purchase of actual en-
ergy, but the guarantee that 
the generator will be able to 
supply a certain amount of en-
ergy at any time – especially 

during the grid’s highest usage 
times – over a specified peri-
od of time. Customers pay for 
these capacity costs through 
the supply charge on their 
electric bills.

On Dec. 19, FERC voted 
2-1 to change the PJM rules 
regarding the minimum of-
fer price a generator can bid, 
noting in a news release the 
action was taken to address 
the impact of state subsidies 
on the wholesale capacity 
market. 

In a news release, FERC 
said it levels the playing field 
for all energy generators, but 
advocates claim it will force 
Illinois consumers to pay ex-
tra for electricity generated by 
coal and other dirty sources 
of power that aren’t needed to 
serve local demand.

The Clean Energy Jobs 
Coalition also said the ruling 
directly undermines Illinois’ 
2016 passage of the Future 
Energy Jobs Act, which cre-
ated renewable energy credits 
and zero emissions credits for 
wind, solar and nuclear power 
generators.

The 126-page ruling gave 
PJM 90 days to comply and 
to set its next capacity auction 
date, but it also gives states the 
opportunity to remove them-
selves from the PJM capacity 
auctions and choose their 
own ways to procure energy 
capacity.

CEJA would make those 
changes by putting capacity 
procurement authority in the 
hands of the state-run Illinois 
Power Agency. The bill also 
includes a consumer protec-
tion adjustment, which would 
lock in a 5 percent reduction 

on northern Illinois electric 
bills for the next five years, 
said Dave Kolata, executive 
director of the Citizens Utility 
Board.

“The FERC ruling was 
structured specifically to pe-
nalize states such as Illinois 
that have made cost-saving in-
vestments in energy efficien-
cy and renewable sources of 
power,” Kolata said. “… CUB 
supports CEJA because it’s 
the only energy bill in Spring-
field that offers a blueprint for 
protecting our pocketbooks 
while helping Illinois achieve 
100 percent clean energy to 
protect our planet.”

Kolata noted Tuesday the 
next capacity auction is likely 
to take place by December, so 
he said it’s imperative to pass 
CEJA by the end of this legis-
lative session which will run 
from January through May.

While the advocates quoted 
a Grid Strategies report saying 

the FERC ruling could mean 
an increase of up to $864 mil-
lion annually for northern Illi-
nois ratepayers – or about $70 
annually per ratepayer – an 
independent market monitor 
of PJM said that report drew 
broad and incorrect conclu-
sions from data provided by 
the monitor. 

Another group of green en-
ergy advocates is the Path to 
100 Coalition, which is back-
ing another measure aimed 
at driving the state toward 
100 percent renewable ener-
gy without major immediate 
changes to capacity markets.

In a statement, Path to 100 
spokesman Peter Gray cau-
tioned against a rush to enact 
capacity market changes.

“While FERC’s order may 
have an impact on renewable 
energy and for consumers, 
we need to make sure that Il-
linois’ doesn’t rush to enact 
policies that could make the 
situation worse,” he said.

“In the coming months, 
FERC will vote to reconsid-
er or clarify parts of its order 
and then PJM will respond 

to the order. At that time, the 
state can begin the process 
of carefully considering pro-
posals that would fundamen-
tally reshape Illinois’ energy 
market. Any proposals for 
Illinois must include a plan 
to maximize capacity from all 
of Illinois’ diverse renewable 
energy sources and provide 
financeable solutions for a 
deregulated market,” Gray 
added.

The Path to 100 Act would 
increase state investment in 
renewables by raising the cap 
on the amount utilities can 
increase rates to pay for re-
newable energy. Per the leg-
islation, that cap would go up 
to about 4 percent from 2 per-
cent. They warn of a funding 
cliff in 2021 if the changes are 
not made. 

The Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce has opposed fast 
action on capacity market re-
forms as well and is an oppo-
nent of CEJA.

“We should not risk electric 
reliability and unnecessarily 
increase costs on Illinois con-
sumers before this process 

plays out and we fully under-
stand the impact on electrici-
ty prices and the competitive 
market,” Chamber President 
Todd Maisch said in a state-
ment. 

Another major hurdle 
facing the legislation is the 
fact capacity market reforms 
would benefit nuclear gener-
ator Exelon, whose subsidiary 
ComEd has been the subject 
of FBI raids and an ongoing 
investigation.

Members of the coalition 
said Tuesday, however, the 
company was in the negotia-
tions.

Aside from the capacity 
market changes, CEJA would 
also provide financial and 
other assistance to environ-
mental justice communities 
as well as communities and 
workers impacted by coal 
plant retirements; develop 
transportation electrification 
and according to the propos-
al, “give Illinoisans access to 
cleaner and more affordable 
forms of transportation;” and 
expand energy efficiency pro-
grams.



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HALBROOK (R)
217-782-8398
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

A major issue with the 
state’s Automatic Voter 
Registration program made 

headlines 
during the 
week, raising 
questions 
about the 
integrity 
of Illinois' 
elections. As 
the legisla-
ture gears up 
for the spring 
session, and 
the process 

of filing new legislation be-
gins, Senate Republicans con-
tinue to push for fair maps. 

 
NON-CITIZENS REGISTERED TO 
VOTE

According to media re-
ports, more than 500 people 
who are not citizens and are 
not legally eligible to vote 
in elections were registered 
to vote through the state’s 
Automatic Voter Registration 
(AVR) system, which was 
signed into law in 2017.

 The AVR system auto-
matically registers voters 
when they apply for a driver’s 
license or state ID card, unless 
the individual opts out of 
the process. Between July 2, 
2018, and Dec. 13, 2019, the 
registration information of 
574 people was improperly 
forwarded to the Illinois State 
Board of Elections, according 
to a Dec. 18, 2019, letter from 
the Illinois Secretary of State’s 
office to the elections board.

The 574 individuals had 
all checked a no box on a 
question asking if they were 
US citizens. According to the 
Secretary of State’s office, the 
issue was due to a program-
ming error involved with 
the registration process. The 
Illinois State Board of Elec-
tions has notified the local 
election authorities where the 
individuals reside, and has 
sent letters to the individuals 
themselves. Of the improper-
ly registered voters, 126 live in 
Chicago, 135 in other parts of 
Cook County, 56 in DuPage 
County, 54 in Lake County, 1 
in Christian County, and 1 in 
Sangamon County.

All 19 Republican mem-
bers of the Illinois Senate sent 
a letter to the Secretary of 
State’s office seeking further 
information about the issue. 
The request included infor-
mation on which locations 
erroneously registered voters, 
what investigatory steps 
would be taken and what 
would be done to prevent sit-
uations like this in the future. 

"It is imperative the resi-
dents of Illinois know their 
elections are being managed 
and conducted in a lawful 
manner, and ensuring our 
laws are being implemented 
correctly is a practical matter, 
not a partisan one," the letter 
stated. 

 Since being signed into 
law in August of 2017, the 
Illinois AVR system has so far 
registered more than 600,000 
individuals to vote.

 
PUSH FOR FAIR MAPS 
CONTINUES 

As a new legislative session 
begins, Senate Republicans are 
again calling on the chamber 
to take action to fix the current 
partisan practice of drawing 
gerrymandered maps.

Every 10 years, the state 
is required to reapportion 
legislative and Congressional 
districts to match the results 
of the most recent census. 
Illinois currently has a winner 
take all system where one 
party has the complete power 
to draw the maps, which 
typically leads to confusing 
and strangely shaped or gerry-
mandered districts. They note 
the maps are typically drawn 
not to represent the people of 
Illinois and their communi-
ties best, but to offer the party 
in power the best chance at 
electoral success. The process 
has often been called out 
for allowing politicians to 
pick their districts, instead 
of the people choosing their 
representatives. Numerous 
attempts throughout the years 
to fix the system have been 

blocked by legislative lead-
ers and lawsuits. Still, the 
Illinois General Assembly 
does have the power to put 
the question of whether 
to fix the current system 
on the ballot for voters to 
decide.

The Senators noted the 
concept of fair maps has 
broad bipartisan support, 
and current Governor JB 
Pritzker has expressed his 
support for the idea, along 
with former President 
Barack Obama making the 
issue a key component of 
his speech to the General 
Assembly in 2016.

 
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
BEGINS ANEW

Right now State Sena-
tors and Representatives 
are finalizing their legisla-
tive agendas and filing their 
proposals in legislative 
form. With the spring leg-
islative session set to begin 
on Jan. 28, lawmakers need 
to file their bills soon so 
ideas can be acted upon in 
the coming months. 

The deadline for the 
introduction of substantive 
bills in the Senate, which 
deal with new laws and 
changes to existing laws, is 
Feb. 14. Those bills have 
until Mar. 27 to be heard in 
committees, and until Apr. 
24 to be called for a vote in 
the chamber. After that, the 
Senate considers legislation 
that has passed the House 
and appropriations or 
spending bills, which will 
form the state’s budget. 
The session is scheduled to 
adjourn on May 31.

 
NEW LAW ELIMINATES 
LICENSE SUSPENSION FOR 
NON-PAYMENT OF FINES

Individuals who fail 
to pay tickets for most 
non-moving violations 
will no longer face the loss 
of their drivers license. 
The License to Work Act 
removes the penalty of 
suspension for a number 
of offenses, including 
parking tickets and tollway 
violations.

Previously, the state 
suspended more than 
50,000 licenses per year for 
failure to pay tickets, fines 
and fees. Supporters of 
the legislation hope it will 
enable people to contin-
ue working and earning 
money to pay the fines 
and fees. At the same time, 
opponents fear it will make 
it easier to ignore fines and 
fees, and by extension, the 
laws that result in those 
fines and fees.

The legislation passed 
the Senate in 2019.

 
JANUARY IS BLOOD DONOR 
MONTH

The American Red 
Cross is using the month 
of January to remind 
people of the importance 
of donating blood. Because 
blood donations often 
drop off right after the 
holidays, January has been 
recognized as Blood Donor 
Awareness Month since 
1970, to raise awareness 
of the need for blood and 
platelet donations during 
the winter months.

According to the Red 
Cross, while 38 percent of 
the population is eligible to 
donate blood at any given 
time, typically only about 
10 percent actually do. In 
the United States, someone 
needs blood every two 
seconds, and nearly 21 
million blood components 
are transfused every year. 
Despite medical and tech-
nological advances, blood 
cannot be manufactured, 
so donations are the only 
way to get blood to those 
in need. The organization 
also notes that one dona-
tion can save three lives.

Places to donate blood 
are easily found by visiting 
https://www.redcross-
blood.org/ or http://www.
aabb.org/tm/donation/
Pages/Blood-Bank-Loca-
tor.aspx.  
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Senate is busy Questions remain
Trade deals help farmers, but gains from China, USMCA require proof
BY BEN ORNER
borner@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
farmers will get a much-need-
ed lift from two international 
trade agreements approved by 
the federal government this 
week, but experts are uncertain 
if their situations will improve 
in the long term.

After exchanging hundreds 
of billions of dollars of tariffs 
for more than a year, the U.S. 
and Chinese governments 
agreed to the first part of trade 
deal on Wednesday.

On Thursday, Congress 
passed the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement, better 
known as USMCA, sending it 
to President Donald Trump to 
sign.

The average Illinoisan will 
likely not be much affected by 
the deals, experts say. Instead, 
the largest beneficiaries will 
be corn and soybean farmers 
who have been caught in Pres-
ident Trump’s trade conflicts 
with China and Mexico since 
2018.

Illinois farmers have been 
especially hurt by China’s re-
taliatory tariffs in the ongoing 
U.S.-China trade war, forcing 
the federal government to is-
sue $28 billion in aid nation-
wide.

Wednesday’s trade agree-
ment with China, however, is 
more of a ceasefire than a peace 
agreement, said Jonathan Cop-
pess, director of the Gardner 
Agriculture Policy Program at 
the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign.

“Really what it does is kind 
of stop the damage that was 
initiated with this tariff conflict 
that the president started,” he 
said.

The deal should play out in 
two phases. Phase One, which 
began Wednesday, requires 
China to purchase $200 billion 
in U.S. goods over the next two 
years, including $32 billion of 
agricultural products.

Chief among them are soy-
beans and pork, in which Illi-
nois ranks first and fourth, re-
spectively, in U.S. production.

American soybean exports 
to China dropped 75 percent 
between 2017 and 2018, as 
China bought soybeans from 
other countries while exchang-
ing tariffs with the U.S.

President Trump, however, 
said he will not lift America’s 
$360 billion of tariffs on Chi-
nese goods until Phase Two is 
negotiated and implemented.

“We see this as a sign of 
brighter days to come,” Illinois 
Soybean Growers President 
Doug Schroeder said in a state-
ment. However, he added, “A 
long-awaited win for the soy-
bean industry will come when 
the soybean tariffs are fully re-
scinded.”

Unfortunately, that could 
be awhile, said Todd Hubbs, 
a professor of agriculture eco-
nomics at UIUC.

“It doesn't sound like Phase 
Two is going to get done any-
time soon,” Hubbs said, be-
cause U.S. leadership could 
change after November’s pres-
idential election.

“I don't think there's any de-
sire on either side right now to 
ruin the deal, … (but) I don't 
see it happening before the 
election,” he said. 

Carson Varner, a professor 
of international business at Illi-
nois State University who also 
owns soybean land, says farm-
ers like him are willing to suffer 

in only the short term.
“We’d much rather make our 

money selling soybeans” than 
receiving tariff aid, he said.

Varner is hopeful, though, 
that China and the U.S. can 
strike a deal. He predicts Phase 
Two will also allow Illinois to 
export more pork and agricul-
ture equipment.

“(Trump) knows how to 
negotiate,” Varner said. “I think 
he told the Chinese he's willing 
to walk away from a bad deal, 
and so I am optimistic that 
this thing is going to move for-
ward.”

Despite President Trump 
calling the USMCA one of the 
biggest trade bills ever made, 
not much has actually changed 
from its beginnings as the Clin-
ton-era North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
Coppess said.

“We’re not talking about 
major reform of the trade 
agreement,” Coppess said. “If 
anything, the president has 
his trade agreement, so we can 
be assured at least for his time 
in office that maybe he won't 
threaten these trading partners 
again.”

The agreement mostly re-
inforces trade the U.S. already 
does with Canada and Mex-
ico, especially corn, of which 
Mexico is America’s top buyer 
and Illinois is America’s sec-
ond-most producer. 

“Every step toward USMCA 
passage is cause for celebra-
tion,” Illinois Corn Growers 
Association President Bill 
Leigh said in a statement.

The USMCA also increases 
U.S. dairy exports to Cana-
da, but that will impact more 
dairy-heavy states like Wiscon-
sin.

Both U.S. senators from Illi-
nois, Democrats Dick Durbin 
and Tammy Duckworth, voted 
for the bill.

In statements, Durbin ap-
plauded its bipartisan sup-
port, while Duckworth said it, 
“works for farmers and manu-
facturers and features enforce-
able labor standards to support 
American workers.”

Duckworth added, however, 
the deal is not perfect because it 
does not tackle climate change. 
But Varner argues enforcing 
U.S. environmental standards 
on Mexico is demanding too 
much.

“Don’t let the perfect be the 
enemy of the good,” he said.

One negative for regular Il-
linoisans is that the USMCA 
could increase the prices of 
new cars, because it ups the 
percentage of North American 
auto parts that vehicles must 
have to avoid tariffs.

Because companies often 
pass on increased production 
costs and losses from tariffs 
to consumers, the average 
American could see car prices 
increase between $470 and 
$2,200, according to the Cen-
ter for Automotive Research. 

Varner argues, however, the 
USMCA’s requirements re-
garding auto parts and higher 
wage standards are designed 
to spur investment in the U.S. 
and increase domestic manu-
facturing.

“I think it would cost a lot 
more if we abandon these 
deals,” he said.

President Trump is expected 
to sign the USMCA next week. 
Mexico approved it last year, 
while Canada is expected to 
approve it later this year to of-
ficially make it binding.

NEW SENATE PRESIDENT RECEIVED DEMOCRAT SUPPORT

Special to the Prairie Press

Sen. Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, was supported in his bid for presidency by moderate Democrats across the state.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Sen. Don Har-
mon, D-Oak Park, is the new Senate 
president, thanks, in large part, to 
a group of moderate suburban and 
downstate Democrats who quietly 
supported him in his monthslong rise 
to the head of the chamber. 

The group, calling itself the X Cau-
cus is made up of approximately 10 
to 12 members depending on the is-
sue, said Democratic Tinley Park Sen. 
Michael Hastings. He also noted the 
caucus sought certain concessions in 
backing Harmon, including increased 
power at the committee chair level and 
better flow of information. 

“The X Caucus had an influential 
role in the process,” Hastings said. “It's 
normally not a loud caucus, but it's an 
effective caucus.” 

Hastings called the caucus, which 

also includes Democrat Steve Landek 
of Bridgeview, “a good group of com-
monsense, consensus-building legisla-
tors,” who, “don’t fit into the ultracon-
servative or ultraliberal sects,” of the 
Democratic Party. 

In the end, their support was unan-
imous for Harmon, who had a 22-17 
edge on his opponent, Kimberly Light-
ford, D-Maywood, on the first blind 
vote that was conducted behind the 
locked door of the Senate president’s 
chamber on the third floor of the Cap-
itol. Media and the public were not 
allowed even in the corridors outside 
the offices or the floors immediately 
below it.

After the closed-door meeting, there 
was no second ballot as Harmon’s and 
Lightford’s camps reached an agree-
ment that would make him president. 
Lightford will remain Senate majority 
leader, Harmon said. 

The new president received unani-
mous Democratic support in a 37-12 
vote with two Democrats absent and 
his predecessor, former President John 
Cullerton, D-Chicago, abstaining.

Harmon took questions for just 
more than two minutes after the vote, 

noting he had, “a lot of work left to do 
this evening.”  

“We’re trying to organize the Senate, 
we gotta meet with the staff, make sure 
everyone understands where we’re 
going from here, and things I haven’t 
even been told what they are yet,” he 
said. “I’m sure I’m going to learn on the 
way.”  

He said the Democrats “built a co-
alition ticket reflecting the diversity of 
our caucus.” 

Hastings said the eventual unani-
mous support from the Democratic 
members of the Senate without a sec-
ond ballot indicated Harmon’s profes-
sionalism and ability to lead. 

Aside from seeking rules to increase 
chairmanship power and the inclusion 
of various caucuses in leadership roles, 
Hastings said the X Caucus sought a 
more inclusive leadership approach.  

“Not that the last Senate president 
wasn't inclusive, but a more inclusive 
approach toward what's going on in the 
in the caucus,” he said. “So information 
flow was a very important topic when 
picking a new Senate president.” 

He said ethics would be “of top pri-
ority as well” moving forward.

Harmon is Senate president
‘X Caucus’ puts weight 
behind Harmon’s 
successful Illinois State 
Senate presidential bid
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